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That which we are writing on these pages will act as an intro-
duction to the "Brethren" letter attached here to, and which
was written in 1967. Originaly, we sent the "Brethren" letter
throughout the brotherhood to warn against the dangerous
trend amongst the conservatives of an impending apostasy in
their ranks. After the terrible holocaust which came as a result
of the apostasy of what is now known as the liberals or institu-
tionalists, we thought by increasing evidences made available
from magazine articles, teaching and bulletins, that the con-
servatives should "look to yourselves' because they were in
danger also of apostasy. We also sought to expose some of
the very obvious signs of unsound and unscriptural teaching
which would inevitably lead into a complete departure from
the truth unless there was areturn to the "old paths".

But there is now an even more alarming and sinister
manifestation of the corroding effects of the soft waterdowned
and unsound teaching and preaching of the last twenty yearsin
the bold and arrogant actions of brethren Wilson, Banta,
Fudge, Wm. E. Wallace and others who participated in a meet-
ing of the Evangelical Theological Society's convention asso-

ciating and fellowshipping with well-known denominational
leaders of the world.

They advertised this meeting widely and some of
their viewsrelativeto it, etc., in the Gospel Guardian of Jan.
31, 1974 aswell asin other issues. This Society and those
who are members of it, of course, spread their unbelief of
God'sword far and wide; and effect untold thousands by their
books and teachings into believing their pernicious and devil-
ish diatribes. And those of the Gospel Guardian are advertis-
ing Mr. F. F. Bruce's book or books and telling the church
"may you always read with discernment and profit." Mr.
Bruce, by his own admission in the Gospel Guardian, does not
believe that anyone has to be baptized to be saved. He also
does not believe that taking the Lord's Supper is necessary for
salvation. And then we are asked by brethren who evidently
are suffering under a"strong delusion” that Christians can
"profit" in reading books written by those who are enemies of
God.

When the church is asked and encouraged by breth-
ren to read books written by those of the religious world who
are unbelievers of the gospel of Christ, we are no longer at the
crossroads, (where they might be a hope of a change) but we
have taken the road that |eads into apostasy. And we think that
thisisamanifestation evident for all to see that the warnings
which we write about in the "Brethren™ |etter are not only too
true but have been proven to be so. And in turn what we are
writing now should help to awaken everyone who reads these
words to the realization of the sad and unwholesome condition
of the church in this generation.

Not many see or comprehend the desperate situation,
many don't want to see it and others reject what we are writing
for their own personal reasons. Perhaps even because they are
utterly blind to it. For them thereisno help. There are many
other signs of impending danger and defection. Our opinion is
that the identifying marks of the true church of Christ will
soon be obliterated. Except of course but for the very few of
uswho areworking to restore New Testament Christianity in
this generation; and that is what we are writing about.

However, we cannot lay the blame for the sad and
shameful condition of the church solely to brethren like Wil-
son, Banta, Wallace, Tant, Wm. E. Wallace and Fudge, and
many others of like nature and belief, because the seeds of
apostasy amongst the conservatives has been discernible for
many years by

those who have stayed faithful to the word of God. The slow
warping and corroding of the true gospel of Christ culminated
in the unscriptural and unholy meeting of the thirteen conser-
vatives with the thirteen apostatized brethren from the institu-
tional group several years ago. It was attended by men who
had the reputation of being the most faithful and reliable
amongst the conservatives, and included one of the leading
preachers at that time brother Cogdill.

When Christians are unable to separate truth from
error then we can all know that error will prevail. God's word
plainly teaches that when those in the church forsake the truth
and cause division among the brethren that they are"TO BE
AVOIDED", Romans 16:17, 18. Therefore, when the church
was made aware that men of renown and men considered
faithful to the truth could turn away from the plain command-
ments of God and associate and fellowship apostate brethren
(for whatever excuse they might give to uphold their unscrip-
tural actions), it should have been awarning to the brother-
hood. But while afew dissented there seemed no great con-
cern over the matter, at least not enough to curb the progres-
sive and relentless deviation from the truth so manifest in this
arrogant disregard of the plain commandments of God's word,
Romans 16:17, 18 and 11 John 7-11.

So from this obvious defection from the gospel which
was known by all the brotherhood the church continued on its
undeviating course towards compl ete apostasy. And now we
no longer see the church of Christ as the upholder of truth but
achurch which has turned almost completely away from the
pure gospel of Christ into away not known by God. Because
of the lack of sound teaching the members of the church are
ignorant and they lack spiritual perception, zeal and are no
longer converted to the truth, but to a perverted gospel which
has become a substitution for the truth. This has not happened
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overnight, neither hasit been concealed but quite the contrary,
the seeds of apostasy have been evident for avery long time.
Slowly and inexorably the truth has been perverted and
twisted and made to fit the opinions of men rather thanthe
true word of God and has become an accepted way of life
amongst the conservatives.

Enclosed, we find alist of 69 questions printed in the
Gospel Guardian which could be greatly augmented by many
other questions which agitate and trouble the church at times,
but about which there is nothing done. We only insert them
here to prove the facts which we have written on these pages
that there is no unity or knowledge upon the scriptures
amongst the conservatives. And there seemsto be little con-
cern over this, but it seemsto be accepted by most everyone as
amatter of little importance. We here at Spring Valley and
other places where the truth is taught find that our erring
brethren fight that which we teach, and with more bitterness
and even enmity, than do the denominationalists. After al, we
haven't hidden our light under a bushel, but we have spread
the truth everywhere, and we expect to continue to spread the
pure gospel of Christ into every state in the United Statesin
the future that TRUTH might not die in this generation.

Now that it is evident that the church isin the process
of losing itsidentity, it might be well for those who might
doubt what we are saying to turn to the second and third chap-
ters of the Revelation letter. We note that approximately sixty
years after the death of Christ on the cross, the church wasin
the throes of an apostasy. There were afew who still walked
in "robes of white", but the church as awhole wasfilled with
false teaching and perverted beliefs and practices eventually
arose the"beast”, the Catholic "church", and thisin turn re-
sulted in the church of Christ being hidden in the wilderness
for hundreds of years. Revelation 11:13

However, in the beginning of the 19th century, the
church emerged from its obscurity, and the truth was again
brought to light and the gospel of Christ began again to be
preached by men like Alexander Campbell, Barton Stone,
Walter Scott and many others devoted to the promulgation of
theword of God. But in the latter part of that century, division
again reared its ugly head which resulted in aterrible apostasy
about 1906 which culminated in a new denomination which
called itself the "Christian church”. By the 1930's, signs began
to appear of another division. Within the next twenty to thirty
years, again there was a devastating apostasy, which while
perhaps not ended, |eft the church seemingly divided into two
groups designated by the names of "liberal" and "conserva-
tive". The"conservatives" are those who were not led away
into apostasy by theinstitutional societiesor "liberals".

However, because the conservatives have not been
led into institutionalism does not mean that they are not in
danger of apostasy themselves. Because some of the conserva
tive brethren have wandered further away from the truth by
associating and fellowshipping with the denominational world,
does not mean that those who disagree with them in this mani-
fest evidence of apostasy, are not themselvesin the process of
departing from the truth. The history of the church from New
Testament times until now isawarning to all the brotherhood

that apostasy and deviation from the truth of the gospel is an
ever present danger. It is apparent that the churchisblind in
that they seemingly are unaware of the fact that there are signs
of impending apostasy. And that is the reason for the "Breth-
ren" letter and the lesson on the Holy Spirit.

There are many signs that foretell of the dangerous
road that is being traveled by most of the church. Foremost
among them isthe lack of accord amongst the conservatives.
The many opinions and deviations from the truth so blatantly
exposed through the pages of the Gospel Guardian by many
writers (most of them preachers), were manifest evidences of
the poor condition spiritually of the church. This combined
with the rotating of the preachers from one established church
to another on salaries; the lack of zeal of the members and
their apparent lack of knowledge, as well as the almost total
absence of evangelism by the preachers are only some of the
very apparent indications of the danger of apostasy inherent in
such departures from the truth.

The political and economic condition of thisworld
looks bleak and formidable for the future. Famine, hunger, and
lack of work stalk the whole world. But it isin times such as
these that the world will be ready to listen to the words of truth
and perhaps hunger and thirst for words of hope and salvation.
But the church as awhole seemsto be utterly unaware of the
irresponsihility to take the gospel to those who have never
heard it; nor do they seem to recognize that the times are pro-
pitiousfor agreat revival of Christianity; atimeto stimulate
and stir the poor, the fearful and those without hope, into a
spiritual awareness such as that which was a part of those who
lived in New Testament times.

The world has sunk into such a state of depravity,
degradation, and unbelief of the word of God that only are-
vival of the great faith and overwhelming zeal aswell asthe
love for the souls of the lost of thisworld, which was a part of
the early days of Christianity, will be able to bring the world
back from the brink of hell whereit istottering today.

Men and women today converted to the gospel of
Christ, must be aroused and stimulated into the great activity
of the early Christian erawhen filled with love, joy, and zed
they went everywhere taking the glad tidings to the lost. But
whereisthat spirit today, the great zeal, the great faith, the
great love of mankind which motivated the early church into
going everywhere preaching and teaching and abounding in
the word of the Lord? Certainly it will not come from the dead
churches.

God said, "My ministers are as aflame of fire." But
the fire seems to be out and the flame has died. The fire and
the flame have perished beneath the pseudo type of Christian-
ity which exists today wherein the preachers are more con-
cerned in keeping their jobs, their salaries and their constant
effortsto keep busy with the task of perpetuating the system of
rotation from one church to another at a salary which they
hope will continue to insure agood living for them and their
families. A good portion of their timeis spent in trying to keep
themselves busy with exchange meetings (which pay extra
money) and while they do little good as far as converting the
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lost, it does help the budget; writing worthless little bulletins,
which take up valuable time and could be better spent trying to
convert alost soul or studying the word of God. And many
spend their time mimeographing lessons for the congregation,
asif they did not have Bibles to study from, which fortunately
take the place of individual study. No wonder the church is
ignorant.

One of the great tragedies of this generation isthe
failure of the church to study on their own, aswell asto be
taught and encouraged to do the work of the church. And so
zeal had died. The church should have been, but has not been,
taught and trained to do personal work from house to house,
Acts 20:20, to teach and to preach the word; to hold Bible
classes every night of the week teaching and preaching the
word. Of course such a system would interfere with the hours
for television. And we might say here that television is one of
the greatest instruments of the devil ever developed. It keeps
those who should have studied and taken what they learned
out to the lost to idle away their time looking at that which
keeps them from their Bibles and perpetuates their ignorance.
The church of Christ should be on the MOVE, motivated by
love and agreat zeal to save those who are lost. The churchis
used today by the covetous preachers as a medium through
and by which they acquire aliving. Under such a system the
people of God diefor need of spiritual nourishment; and mate-
rialism and carnality flourish.

Because the church is not motivated by knowledge,
love and zeal, and have ceased to work and preach and teach
to the saving of the souls of the lost, they have deteriorated
into a corrupted facsimile of that which they formerly stood
for. Truth, love, knowledge and zeal have disappeared in the
corrupt atmosphere of covetousness, |aziness, ignorance, ma-
terialism and unbelief. Y et the brethren, preachers, publishers,
and writers seem compl etely oblivious to the manifest signs of
apostasy in their midst. What little isleft of the conservative
portion of the church needsto read and take heed to Revela-
tion 3:16, " So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, | WILL SPUE THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH."

We quote also Revelation 3:1-3, which is particularly
applicable at thistime in the history of the church, aswere-
mind the brethren, it can and is happening right in our midst,"
And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars;
I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and
art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain,
that are ready to die: for | have not found thy works perfect
before God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not
watch, | will come on thee as athief, and thou shalt not know
what hour | will come upon thee." (3rd verse)

So today, as 2,000 years ago, the churchis dead. And
those who sit idly by and continueto loll on their beds of ease
shall bevisited by God in Hiswrath. Amos 6:4-7. They are so
concerned about their magazines, their salaries, the reputations
in the brotherhood, their foundations and golf gamesthey have
forgotten that when they became preachers they were obli-
gated to take the word of God to ALL theworld, and NOT for

asalary; which has become their main concern not the souls of
men. | Corinthians 9:15-19 read and concentrate upon verse
18, where Paul teaches that he did not charge for his preach-
ing. If hisphysical needs were taken care of by the brethren he
was as glad for those who contributed to his welfare asfor
himself. But he didn't preach for a salary because that would
have made him feel that he had to be paid to preach, but he
preached because he had to. New Testament evangelism died
along with the deterioration of the church spiritually. But the
preachers are so blind to their own defection and lack of zeal
and their obligation to go into all the world and preach the
gospel, they even advertise their ignorance of what evangelist
means by adding the word "evangelist” to their names.

The church is so unconverted that they accept the unscriptural
pattern of aperverted type of evangelism which is accom
plished by the preacher who uses histimein writing up les-
sons for them, mimeographing bulletins, and taking time out
two or three times ayear to preach to a church which already
has a preacher and for which heis paid (and thisis evangel-
ism?). And, of course, some do send money to those in foreign
fields and at home. But this does not in anyway destroy the
argument that the preachers are not evangelists.

We want to bring this discourse to an end, but before
we do so we want to point out one of the vital and most impor-
tant thingsin a Christian'slifeis, of course, the realization that
all Christians are given the Gift of the Holy Spirit when they
are cleansed by baptism. Acts 2:38, Acts 5:32, Romans 8:9-11,
Romans 8:2-7. All of these verses combined with | Corin-
thians 6:19 and | Corinthians 3:16 attest to the scriptural fact
that all those who have believed and obeyed the gospel of
Christ have an indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This, of course,
isdenied by practically all of the church. As Stephen, before
his death, said to his Jewish brethren in Acts7:51, "Y e stiff-
necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathersdid, so doye". In reject-
ing the Holy Spirit, the Israglites lost contact with God. The
church today in their rejection of the Holy Spirit have lost
contact with God. This accounts for their ignorance, lack of
spiritua insight, lack of love and zeal. It isthe reason for the
apostasies; and it isthe reason for the demise of the true
church of Christ in this generation.

All of the scriptures on the Holy Spirit just enumer-
ated are disbelieved by the church. However, they cannot ex-
plain what they mean unless they believe them asthey are.
Our lesson on the Holy Spirit attached here with will convince
anyone who has earsto hear and eyes to see and a spirit to
understand, that the Holy Spirit does dwell in the mortal bod-
ies of all of God's holy children; and does do His work with
and for Christians independently of the word. The church has
lost its spiritual insight because they became materialistic and
because they lost the Holy Spirit; and the result is that they
deny and resist any spiritual implicationsimplying theinde-
pendent work of the Holy Spirit who dwells within the holy
people of God. To do this, they have to pervert aswell asre-
ject al scriptures which pertain to the indwelling and work of
the Holy Spirit.

For instance anumber of years ago, brother White-
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side wrote a commentary on the Roman letter. Because he was
bereft of the Holy Spirit and did not believe God's word rela-
tive to the work and function of part of the Godhead within the
bodies of God's people, he deliberately perverted the meaning
of many of the verses of scripture in the Roman letter by
changing the capital "S" to asmall "'s" thereby changing the
meaning of many of the scriptures. However, he continued to
do thiswhen it was evident that in some cases the changing of
the capital "S" toasmall "s" did not make any sense, he still
persisted in perverting the true word of God. Why?

Heisnot alonein hisunbelief and hislack of under-
standing of the scriptures. The church is slowly but inevitably
losing itsidentity as the church that Christ died for because of
their rejection of the Holy Spirit. The lack of faith and the
outright unbelief aswell astheignorance and lack of zeal and
New Testament evangelism, can be attributed directly to the
rejection of the Holy Spirit. No man can honestly prove by the
Bible that the Holy Spirit has no work or function within the
people of God. A brother by the name of Ezra Amick spent
some time and effort in writing alengthy booklet on the Holy
Spirit, and after many pages and copious quotations he ended
his dissertation with a conclusion which he did not have a
scripture for, and we quote, "But it will be seenin every in-
stance that none of them (passages of scripture) teach the di-
rect, personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The fact remains
that the Holy Spirit dwellsin and influences the Christian only
through the word of God." The church takes the same position
brother Amick does, but they fail to realize that thisis unbelief
and not according to truth.

We have just mentioned a few scattered acts and
practices aswell as beliefs of the small part of the conserva-
tive church which still seemsto believe that they have the
truth, but within the "Brethren" letter and the lesson on the
"Holy Spirit" will be found the reasons and the proof of why
we believe that the church of Christ in thisgenerationisin the
same condition as that of the church at Sardis 2,000 years ago.
"I know thy works, and thou hast a name that thou livest and
ART DEAD."

In the year 1975, there isto be found aremnant of the
true New Testament church of Christ. Our authority is of
course the Bible; and our works are those of the Bible by
which all mankind will be judged on the Judgment Day. The
Spring Valley church is one of the few congregations of the
Lord Jesus Christ which keep His commandments and believe
literally in the spiritual teachings of the Bible, which most of
the church has rejected. The dead church has become material-
istic and relies on their carnal nature, rather than the spiritual,
which has never been developed because of the rejection of
the Holy Spirit. In their minds even answers to prayers have to
be answered by "natural means".

However, there are afew "who still walk in robes of
white", who believein aliteral indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
and who keep the commandments of the law of Christ. There
are four New Testament churches of Christ in California; one
in Colorado, onein lowa, onein M ontana, onein Florida, and
onein Virginia. Also, amember in Georgia, Oregon, and Ari-
zonawhere we hope in the near future to send someone to

establish a church in each of these states. Within the next few
years, we hope to have aNew Testament church of Christ in
every statein the union.

All the men after being converted and baptized are
trained to preach within avery short time; so that in every
congregation there are many preachers getting ready to go
forth and establish churches where there are none. We have no
paid preachers as such rotating from church to church, but all
the churches will help and are helping financially and other-
wise when needed to support the evangelist as he takes the
word into the various locations where the word has not been
known. The Spring Valley church has sent one family, a
young couple with five children to Pueblo, where they origi-
nally began with one other couple about ayear ago. They now
have a congregation of about twenty-five to thirty members.
They baptized five recently. The brother also works and helps
to support hisfamily.

Another young couple have sold their home, and they
and their two children will depart soon to lowato carry on the
work started there by a young couple who were baptized in
Alameda, California about ayear ago. The Pueblo churchis
sending ayoung couple to Montanato join those already there
to help in the work of converting the lost. All of the estab-
lished churches baptize on an average of one or two peoplea
week. The Spring Valley churchhas three alien sinner classes,
two being taught by women and the other by one of the young
men, who will be soon departing into another state to carry on
the work of saving souls. In all of these churches, ALL (both
men and women) busy themselves doing personal work, teach-
ing privately and for the alien sinner classes. The church at
Spring Valley has four days of personal work and there are
eight Bible classes aweek.

ThisisaNew Testament church in action. We don't
need to pay aman asalary because all of our men work; they
teach, do personal work at night and attend all the classes.
Thisiswhat the New Testament teaches; and when the New
Testament pattern is obeyed then God blesses the work and
the churches grow rapidly, both in numbers, but better still
spiritually. Thetimes areripefor agreat revival and thereisa
rapidly growing number of people definitely addicted to
spreading the gospel. The world isready and ripe for Christi-
anity.

The unscriptural order of leaving all the work of
teaching and preaching to the preacher and eldersis done
away inactivating ALL of the church, both men and women,
to converting the world to Christ. We note that in the Bible
that women, as well as men, labored with Paul in the gospel.
Usually, Paul took with him members of the church and they
traveled here and there establishing churches everywhere. If
the preachers of the church were really converted to Christian-
ity, they would forget about their salaries and train the young
men and women and encourage them to go out into the world
and teach and baptize and establish churches. The preachers
should lead the way. There are always plenty of meninthe
congregation who can take care of the preaching and teaching.

The world today inits depravity, its violence, its
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blasphemy, its hunger and insecurity is relying upon men to
solve the awful problems of environment, polluted water and
air, but above al the pollution of the souls of men and women,
is"whiteto the harvest”. John 4:35. If there was ever atime
for the pure gospel of Christ to be taken to aworld starving for
light and truth and help morally, and spiritually, it istoday.

But with the exception of afew of uswho have not been de-
luded by covetousness and unbelief and have stayed trueto the
word of God, we believe that the church will become more
covetous, materialistic, unscriptural and ignorant, and the con-
version of the world to the TRUTH will have to come from
small groups of those of us who are dedicated, addicted and
conpletely converted to preaching the gospel to all the world.
And with God's help and with prayers we know that we can do
what has been done before.

Those of uswho are dedicated to this great task of
taking the pure gospel to aworld dead in sin, are quite aware
that suffering and sacrifice will be apart of our lives. Persecu-
tion, slander and misunderstanding by our brethren, we expect
to be the consequence of preaching the truth. As Moses once
said of hisbrethren in Egypt, Acts 7:25, "For he supposed his
brethren would have understood how that God by his hand
would deliver them: but they understood not." We also realize
that our brethren, who also need to be revived spiritually, will
misconstrue our actions and may also, as some have done,
slander, and/or persecute us. But we are prepared for what
may come; God iswith us; and who can fail with Him astheir
Helper.

Thisisnot atimein the history of the church, for the
unconverted, the unbeliever, the fainthearted, the faithless, the
weak or thelazy, but for those who know where they are spiri-
tually and who can prove their faith by the gospel of Christ;
and who are dedicated to giving their lives to propagating the
gospel of Christ. We doubt that many or any can be saved
from the "fire" or from the false and perverted gospels they
have heard and the unscriptural practices which they indulge
in, but if there are some, or even one, which will take to heart
the things which are found in these pages, then our work will
have been worthwhile. And we say to all, "Wherefore lift up
the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; and MAKE
STRAIGHT PATHS FOR YOUR FEET, lest that which is
lame be turned out of theway; BUT LET IT RATHER BE
HEALED." And we could hope and pray that there might
come a spiritual healing amongst the brethren and that they
would join usin the great fight of faith to save the world and
convert them to the pure gospel of Christ. There are millions
waiting all over the United States for the true gospel of Christ.
Let us be about "Our Father's business." Romans 13:12 "The
night isfar spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light."

Please read on and study what isin the "Brethren”
letter and the lesson on the Holy Spirit. If you disagree then
we would think it would be your duty to proveto us by the
scriptures wherein we are wrong.

Spring Valley Church of Christ
148 West Maple Street
San Diego, CA 92103
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Dear Brethren:

This letter is being written because we feel that there
isagreat and pressing need for discussion, understanding and
analyzing of many of the problems which confront the church
at this time. The church located in Spring Valley has an hon-
est, sincere, and brotherly interest and concern in all things
which pertain to the spiritual welfare of the saints. We think
that in these critical times, and at the crucia period in the his-
tory of God's people, that there is a great necessity to look to
ourselves; to examine and to question and consider that which
we believe, teach and practice. We are sure that we will find in
an honest, unbiased and scriptural survey of the conservative
part of the brotherhood, that there is much that needs to be
changed and corrected if we are to survive as a people holy
and righteous before God.

After the holocaust which tore the church apart, and
which culminated in an almost complete apostasy in the last
few years, it left asmall segment of what is commonly known
asthe"conservatives', in aweakened, and in many instances,
aconfused spiritual condition. And now there are portentous
and ominous signs of further division amongst this group. The
church (what isleft of it), isfaced with a problem of monu-
mental significance, one which may shakeit to its very foun-
dations beforeit is over. It istime we take heed and the neces-
sary stepsto ward off the danger which now threatens. It is not
time for secret meetings with the enemy, or for evasive words
or lackadaisical action.

For many months there have been noticeable signs
and increasing evidence of a concerted effort on the part of
some of the brethren amongst the conservative to bring about
an alliance with the liberal brethren. We are being told by
brother Tant, through the pages of the Gospel Guardian, that
this questionable and unscriptural procedureisa" peace offen-
sive", a"partial fellowship" (whatever that means), with the
view of, "full fellowship" later. We do not want to sound like
alarmists, but it is necessary to warn the church against the
peril which threatensit so that they may prepare for the battle
which looms ahead. The church must be made aware of the
plan and aim of some of the leading as well as prominent men
amongst us. The Gospel Guardian is being used as an instru-
ment to further these plans.

The Arlington meeting which was attended by thir-
teen prominent conservative preachers and thirteen well
known liberals were the forerunner of the unscriptural aliance
which is now being undertaken to cause the church to sin by
following in the footsteps of the institutional society. For it
matters not what terms are used such as " partial fellowship”,
"find areas where we can work together as brethren”, " peace
offensive", or whatever persuasion or sophistry employed; nor
how many books may be written (for what purpose we have
not yet been able to ascertain), the overall plan and purpose of
all these men isto bring about an unholy and unscriptural rela-
tionship or fellowship (whether partial or entirely) with the
enemy theinstitutionalists.

Brother Wallace admits that he fellowships with the
liberals (and will continue to do so) and he also iscalling for

the conservatives to cooperate with their brethren the liberals.
If the conservatives are to avoid another division in their ranks
they must immediately begin to fight against this unscriptural
attempt by brother Wallace and brother Tant, aswell as others,
to forge an unholy alliance of any kind between themselves
and the institutionalists who no longer have God, and stand
condemned because of their many sins.

Those who are pressing for and encouraging the con-
servatives into fellowshipping or cooperating with the institu-
tionalists are breaking the law of Christ. Romans 16:17, 18
reads, "Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and AVOID THEM." All those who attended meet-
ings with the liberals, as well as all who are working towards
fellowship or are guilty of fellowshipping, cooperating or
working with them, have transgressed the scriptures and are
therefore guilty of sin.

I1 John 7:11 reads, "Whosoever transgresseth and
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, HATH NOT GOD. He
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father
and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God
speed"”. With these two verses of scripture in mind, the church
must judge as to whether or not all of these brethren who are
advocating and who are fellowshi pping with the institutional-
ists are guilty of breaking the law of Christ. All of the church
isaware that the liberals with their sponsoring church activi-
ties and other practices and teaching which is unauthorized by
God, no longer abide in the doctrine of Christ. They have
added to the word as well astaken away, and they no longer
have God. It is possible some of the brethren amongst the con-
servatives no longer believe the scriptures above.

Brother Cogdill was one of the most active of al in
working to stem thetide of digression, which finally resulted
in the great apostasy. In 1966, he wrote avery fine series of
articles which were published in the Gospel Guardian under
the heading of "Fellowship". He proved by the Bible that fel-
lowship with the liberal s was forbidden by the commandments
of Christ and warned the church against any kind of fellow-
ship or association with the erring and sinful brethren. Brother
Tant, Wallace, Puckett, Cogdill, Thompson, Turner, Fite and
eight others who were participants in the Arlington meetings,
aswell as hundreds of conservative brethren have preached,
debated, denounced, warned and exposed the liberals for years
and years. Then they must have been in error when they met
with the liberals. They contradicted and disobeyed that which
they had formerly taught.

The great apostasy could have never happened if the
church had been healthy spiritually. Because the church today
isignorant and therefore weak, and the greater portion un-
aware perhaps of the divisive tactics now being employed by
some of the conservatives, it wasill prepared for that which
has overcome them. Therefore, all those who are in a position
to teach, to warn, and to preach and expose must get to work.
If wefail to recognize the poor spiritual condition of the con-
servatives, their lack of knowledge and wisdom; and if we fail
to do something about not only thisvital problem, but also to
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correct some of the traditional beliefs and unscriptural prac-
tices, which areinherent in and intrinsically a part of the con-
servatives teaching and preaching, the battle to preserve what
remains of the truth may well belost. There are only afew
who seem to be aware of what has happened to the conserva-
tive portion of the church, and because the church at Spring
Valley is one of those who are still alive spiritually and are
ableto see what has happened to the church, we are doing our
best to try and get the message to all those who will listen.

If it be one or thirty or a hundred or ten thousand, or
whether it be fellowship in apartial degree or an alliance full
and conplete, the conservativesif they are led into an unholy
cooperation with the liberals, will be transgressing the com-
mandments of Christ. To ask the conservatives to fellowship
those who for twenty years have been recognized as transgres-
sors of the law of Christ and who have caused division
amongst the people of God isto ASK THEM TO SIN. Arethe
conservatives to be led away into further sin and division? Let
us consider our ways and LOOK TO OURSELVES. The dan-
ger isreadl, the church isweak, and the devil very, very active.

Itisvery apparent that there is a definite and
well-planned stratagem to lead the conservativesinto an un-
holy relationship (whether partial or completeitisstill sinful)
with the institutional societies. In doing this, there will be and
isan evasion of thereal issue which is-Isit lawful?Isita
transgression of the law of Christ?Itiseither rightoritis
wrong to associate, cooperate or fellowship the institutional
society intheir sins. Thereis no such thing as a partial fellow-
ship; or "areas where we can work together". Such talk is
nothing more or less than an attempt to skirt the truth. Either
the institutional societies are worthy of FULL acceptance as
brethren or they are an anathema. In the last 20 yearsthe
church has denounced, exposed and warned the conservatives
against fellowship with those sinful people. If we were right
then we are now wrong.

Fellowship as God has designed it leaves no place for
associ ation with those who have departed from the truth.
When those thirteen men met with the institutionalists they
sinned by breaking the law of Christ. And none, including the
thirteen who met with the liberals, brother Tant or brother
Wallace, will deny that the institutionalists have long ago left
the truth, and have continued in their unscriptural institutional
practices and strange and unlawful beliefsfor the last fifteen
or twenty years up until the present time.

In spite of this, however, brethren Wallace and Tant
are working industriously towards cooperation and fellowship
with those digressive; although they are well aware that the
institutionalists do not intend to repent and turn from their
sinful and digressive practices. In the Gospel Guardian,
Sept.4, 1969, brother Wallace writes, "|F WE COOPERATE
WITH THE LIBERALSIN A BATTLE AGAINST A
COMMON ENEMY --MODERNISM-- WILL WE GAIN
ANYTHING REGARDING OUR FHIGHT AGAINST
INSTITUTIONALISM AND SPONSORING CHURCH
PROJECTS?" (Take careful note that brother Wallace does
not answer the above nor does he explain how one can fight
institutionalism and at one and the same time condone it by

cooperating with theinstitutionalists.) "| CONTEND THAT A
CLOSER COMMUNICATION AND ASSOCIATION WITH
'LIBERAL' BRETHREN ISWORTH CAREFUL
CONSIDERATION." (emphasis mine) Where there is contra-
diction there must be error.

In admitting that the conservatives are still fighting
institutionalism brother Wallace revealsthat thereisadivision
between the conservatives and the institutionalists, but in spite
of this he urges a closer communication and association. There
isno question here, asfar as brother Wallace is concerned,
whether or not it is atransgression of the law of Christ or that
an association would be helpful in turning the backsliders
away from their unholy and divisive institutional practices; but
he feels cooperation is necessary whether right or wrong.

In the above quotation we are told that we (liberals
and conservatives) have a"common enemy". Thisisto bethe
reason or explanation for the unscriptural plan for fellowship
with the enemy. Not whether it is according to the law of
Christ, (this seems atrivial matter) but we are asked to work
with the institutional brethrenin an effort to stop classical lib-
eralism. Sinissin, whether liberalism or aworse degree of it--
classical liberalism which isliberalism goneto seed. It isthe
end result of departing from the truth. So we must join our
enemy (theinstitutionalists who long ago left God) to fight
classical liberalism which is nothing more than tongue talking.
Isthis not paradoxicd?

Itisapparent THE LIBERALSHAVE NO
INTENTION OF CHANGING THEIR UNSCRIPTURAL
AND INSTITUTIONAL WAY S. For twenty years they have
tenaciously and stubbornly resisted any and all efforts on the
part of the conservative brethren to halt their steady decent
into the depths of sin and unbelief and now, although they
have apostatized from the truth, fellowship is advocated. Sin
cannot successfully be fought by sinners.

It istime that the conservatives put on their fighting
clothes and got ready to defend the truth, if these men persist
in their unholy and unscriptural plan for an association of "a
degree”. Seemingly these brethren are blinded by unbelief,
seeing as they do not use any scripture to uphold that which
they are working for; and until they do conservatives should
shy away from such an evident unholy plan. Brother Wallace
and brother Tant and all those who attended the Arlington
meetings, (and by so doing have themselves become trans-
gressors of the law) should LOOK TO THEMSELVES. To
continue towards bringing about a union or association with
theinstitutionalists isto further divide the body of Christ.

We quote again from the Gospel Guardian as brother
Wallace continues, " Suppose, we are asked, "modernismis
completely eradicated from the 'liberal’ ranks. Would not lib-
erals continue to PROMOTE AND OPERATE CHURCH
SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS AND SPONSORING
CHURCH PROJECTS?" And brother Wallace answers, "
suspect so." And then he continues, "I SUSPECT FURTHER
THAT THERE WILL BE A GREAT ACCELERATION OF
THE DRIVE TO GET THE COLLEGESIN THE BUDGETS
OF CHURCHESBY SOME OF THE LIBERALS." (empha-
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sismine)

Soitisplainto seethat Brother Wallace realizes that
the institutionalists have no intention of changing or desisting
from their unscriptural practices. He admits they will continue
intheir divisive and institutional projects; and that there will
be an acceleration of another of these unlawful schemes by
putting the collegesinto their budgets. And thisistheinevita-
blefate of all those who depart from God. They will go further
and deeper into sin. The history of the Israelitesisanillustra-
tion of this point. When they departed from God, they contin-
ued to drift further and further away until they were rejected
by God. The liberals werelong ago rejected by God, and the
conservatives are being asked to join them in their sinful and
rebellious state. And if the conservatives are led into this un-
scriptural alliance they will soon no longer be atrue church of
Christ. However, now in 1974, we find a different and even
more sinister trend amongst the conservatives. We have men
like Gordon Wilson, William Wallace, Edward Fudge al in-
volved in the publishing of the Gospel Guardian, as editors
and writers, who are now associating with religious men of the
world in meetings. They fellowship with and praise them and
their open relationship with religious leaders and writers, who
teach and preach contrary to the truth is the beginning of the
end of the true church of Christ. There are afew fighting to
preserve the truth and truth will prevail we know, but many in
the brotherhood, practically all, we believe, will apostatize
from the true gospel of Christ. Actually, thisis more or less
true already.

So that no one can make a mistake as to what the
scriptures teach relative to fellowship, partial or otherwise, we
will quote from the commandments of Christ regarding breth-
ren who divide the body of Christ; and who are schismatic in
their designs. Thiswould hold true whether it be the institu-
tionalists or brother Wallace or brother Tant, or any others
amongst the conservatives who are willing to fellowship the
apostatized brethren in their sins. Therefore, whether it be
called a"peace offensive", a"closer communication and asso-
ciation," or a"partial fellowship" or "cooperation" with those
who have | eft the truth to follow their own way, itisSTILL
SIN AND A TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW OF
CHRIST.

I Thessalonians 3:6 reads, "Now we COMMAND
you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disor-
derly, and not after the tradition which ye received of us."
Verse 14 reads, "And if ANY man obey not our word by this
epistle, note that man, and HAVE NO COMPANY WITH
HIM, that he might be ashamed." There are two points here
which the brethren who are working assiduously towards fel-
lowship with the liberals and are now making advancesto-
wards those in the denominational world, including those who
attended the Arlington meetings, should heed. First, all those
who are so desirous of fellowship with theinstitutional breth-
ren admit that church supported institutions and sponsoring
church projects are transgressions of the law of Christ; and
secondly, that adherence to these institutional practices di-
vided the church causing the great apostasy.

Inasmuch as the verses of scripturesjust quoted
command that those who do not obey the words of Paul, or
those who walk disorderly by not following those things
which Paul teaches, must be withdrawn from, and not to
KEEP COMPANY WITH THEM, IT ISEVIDENT THAT
THE BRETHREN WHO ARE FELLOWSHIPPING THE
WITH INSTITUTIONALISTSARE GUILTY OF
BREAKING THE LAW OF CHRIST. Therefore, any and all
who deign to follow brethren Wallace and Tant in their en-
deavorsto cause the church to sin by transgressing the law of
Christ, should consider earnestly and prayerfully any action
they may takein thisregard, lest they become sinners. How-
ever, the apparent result of breaking the law of Christ by
openly fellowshipping the liberals has led to an open fellow-
ship and association with well known men amongst the de-
nominational world.

We continue to support that which we are writing
with scriptures--which is more than brethren Wallace and Tant
cando. Il Timothy 3:1-9 is aperfect picture of the liberals
who are rebellious, unfaithful, and unrepentant. We shall
quote verses 5, 8, and 9. "Having aform of godliness, but de-
nying the power thereof; FROM SUCH TURN AWAY . Now
as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, SO DO THESE
ALSO RESIST THE TRUTH: Men of CORRUPT MINDS,
REPROBATE CONCERNING THE FAITH. But they shall
proceed no further; for their folly shall be manifest unto all
men, astheirs also was."

The Bible does not teach for Christiansto go to those
who have departed from the truth into error, and who have
refused to confess and rectify their sins, and study or fellow-
ship them in any manner whatsoever. We are taught that breth-
ren who teach and practice that which cannot be found in the
word of God, areto be AVOIDED and areto be TREATED
ASHEATHENS. Until such time as they repent and turn away
from that which is an abomination to God they are sinners;
and when brethren meet with the liberals and fellowship with
them they partake of their sins. Il John 7 to 9. Therefore, all
those who attended the Arlington meetings; and all who are
working towards fellowship, cooperation or peace with the
accursed have transgressed all the scriptures quoted in this
letter and need to repent and rectify their sinsbeforeitisto
late. Galatians 1:7-9.

Sin when not repented of and rectified |eads to unbe-
lief. Actually to continuein sin and refuse to repent and turn
away from it isto enter into that state so vividly portrayed in
Hebrews6:1 6. IT ISIMPOSSIBLE TO BRING THE
WILLFUL AND UNREPENTANT SINNER TO
REPENTANCE. They have reached the state that Esau, in the
long ago, found himself in when he sought with tears to repent
but could not. Without repentance, there is no forgiveness.
Therefore, it would be suicidal spiritually for the conservatives
to follow brethren Wallace and Tant, and any and all others
who are of the same mind asthey are, in fellowshipping the
liberalsfor any reason whatever. They cannot repent therefore
they cannot be forgiven, either by God or man. Luke 17:3 and
4. Therefore, we have been commanded by God to AVOID
AND STAY AWAY FROM THEM. Romans 16:17 and 18.
"With such an one, no not to eat." | Corinthians 5:11
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It would seem that some of the brethren have over-
looked the fact that when the institutionalists persist in their
refusal to heed the admonitions, rebuking and warnings of the
conservativesin the past and now, that to continuein sin will-
fully, leads to the impossibility of repentance. In Jeremiah
5:23, weread, "But this people hath arevolting and arebel-
lious heart; they are revolted and GONE." We should recog-
nizethat itisimpossiblefor theliberalsto repent. THEY ARE
GONE. So any efforts spent in trying to bring these people
into a peaceful and scriptural relationship with the conserva-
tives, is not only atransgression of the law of Christbut itis
wasted time and would be fruitless. The institutionalists have
stayed so long in their sinstheir hearts are hardened and unbe-
lief has set in, and they have GONE BEY OND ANY
RETURN. Hebrews 6:1-6. They cannot be brought back to
repentance. It is astounding as well as alarming that the con-
servatives cannot see this. The Holy Spirit has departed from
the sinners never to return. "Reprobate silver shall men call
them, BECAUSE THE LORD HATH REJECTED THEM."
Jeremiah 6:30. That isthe reason the church is
COMMANDED TO AVOID THEM.

It would be well for all the brotherhood to read the
first chapter of Isaiah. Herein we are taught that the people of
God may go through the motions of obeying Him although at
one and the same time living in disobedience. Il Timothy 3:1-
9. Thiswould seem to be the condition of ALL of the church
at thistime to agreater and lesser extent; and we will go into
thislater onin thisletter, pointing out some of the errors and
unscriptural practices of the conservatives. It isimportant that
the church "look to themselves', examine and rectify many of
the practices and a good deal of their teaching in the light of
the gospel of Christ. Isaiah 1:16 "Wash you, make you clean;
put away the evil of your doings from mine eyes; cease to do
evil." Verse 19 and 20, "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall
eat the good of the land; but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be
devoured with the sword; for the MOUTH OF THE LORD
HATH SPOKEN IT."

In Jeremiah 6:1-30 we will quote afew verses which
are applicableto the brethren today. "They have healed also
the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace,
peace; when thereis no peace." "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye
in the ways, and seek, and ask for the old paths, whereisthe
good way, and walk therein." Theinstitutionalists have ada-
mantly refused to return to the scriptural law of Christ. None
will deny this. Brethren Tant and Wallace admit it. The thir-
teen brethren who met and had fellowship with the liberals at
Arlington and other places, will al'so admit this. But in spite of
this the conservatives are being persuaded as well asled into
paths, which if they follow the lead of these brethren, they will
become transgressors of the law. There could not be peace or
fellowship possible with the institutionalists until they TURN
FROM THEIR SINFUL WAY SAND REPENT OF THEIR
SINFUL DEEDS and this they cannot do.

Before we go into other matters pertaining to the con-
servative portion of the church it might be well to take note of
some scriptures which are pertinent to those who are seeking
and working for fellowship with those who long ago have
been rejected by God. In Proverbs 17:15 we read about those

who uphold the wicked. "He that justifieth the wicked, and he
that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to
the Lord." The wicked (the liberals) are being held up as wor-
thy of fellowship by somein the church; therefore, these
verses should be heeded. Proverbs 28:4 reads, " They that for-
sake the law praise the wicked; but such as keep the law con-
tend with them." Again Proverbs 24:24, "He that saith unto the
wicked, Thou are righteous; him shall the people curse, na-
tions shall abhor him."

These verses speak for themselves. Whether those
who are working towards an unholy alliance with the wicked
will believe or heed them is questionable. But in striving for
fellowship with those who have transgressed the law of Christ
and have adamantly refused to turn away from their many
sins, those amongst the conservatives must uphold and justify
them. If they were right with God they would contend with
them as the conservatives have in the past. Have some of those
amongst the conservatives forsaken the law of Christ in advo-
cating and working towards an unholy fellowship with the
liberals? Certainly they are not obeying Romans 16:17-18, |1
Timothy 3:1-13, Il Thessalonians 3:30-15, and Il John 7-11.

To fellowship with the institutionalists is to condone them in
their sins, seeing as they have not made a move to turn away
from them. However, the churchis being asked to go along
with that which isin direct violation of the scriptures above.

The church is being told to reconsider its position
regarding the liberals in spite of the very plain commands of
God to the contrary. We quote from the pen of brother Tant
wherein heislaying the ground work for fellowship with the
wicked, "Surely the time is appropriate for al, ("on both
sides") if you will, to concern ourselves with the communica-
tions offensive -- an effort to go BACK NOW AND DO
WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE FIFTEEN YEARS
AGO: HAVE A BROTHERLY STUDY OF THE WHOLE
PROBLEM." (Emphasis mine) Thisis pure sophistry because
brother Tant as well as the brotherhood knows full well that
the institutionalists deliberately left the truth of God's word,
and adamantly have through the years refused to cease from
their many sins. To study or have any association with these
reprobatesisto err from the truth. Galatians 1:7-11 plainly
teaches that those who leave the gospel of Christ (and none
will deny this, including brother Tant) are ACCURSED. What
about those who fellowship them? Romans 16:17-18.

The plea of brother Tant might lead some who may
be ignorant of the true situation to believe that the institution-
alistsfifteen years ago were neglected by the conservatives.
The truth is that the conservatives debated, taught, preached
and prayed for them. If there was a stone left unturned, or a
word left unsaid, to make the institutionalists realize their sins
and the terrible division which would be the result of it, it
would be difficult, if not impossible, to point it out. Therefore,
itis most obvious and unmistakably clear to al that brother
Tant isnot ignorant of any of thisand heis guilty of attempt-
ing to mislead the brethren in his desire to promote an unholy
and unscriptural association between the conservatives and the
institutionalists

There is sophistry in pleading for the fellowship with
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the reprobates. the liberals; for he knows, aswe all do, that the
reason for the apostasy was not neglect by the conservatives,
but willful disobedience and unbelief on the part of the liber-
as. The conservatives, if they value their souls, should ques-
tion the motives of those who are calling for fellowship, peace
and cooperation with those whom the Lord has rejected. God
has commanded we AVOID, KEEP NO COMPANY WITH,
AND WITH SUCH NOT TO EAT. These commandments
are BEING BROKEN BY ALL THOSE WHO ARE
HYPOCRITICALLY PLEADING FOR PEACEWITH THE
ENEMY AND WHO ARE FELLOWSHIPPING THE
LIBERALSIN DIRECT DEFIANCE of the commandments

of God.

Forgiveness by God and man is given when repen-
tance and aturning away from sin has ensued. Peace and unity
are NOT obtainable on any other terms. Unity and accord be-
tween brethren are dependent on and commanded by the scrip-
tures upon obedience TO THE WORD OF GOD. The rebdl-
lious and institutionally minded liberals have shown not an
iota of willingness to repent of their divisive practices; and we
arereminded of the Israelitesin their willful and inflexible
refusal to obey the commandments of God. Jeremiah 7:22-34,
we will quote verses 24, 26, and 28. "But they hearkened not
nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counselsand in the
imagination of their EVIL HEART, and went backward, and
not forward. Y et they hearkened not unto ME, nor inclined
their ear, BUT HARDENED THEIR NECK: they did worse
than their fathers. But thou shalt say unto them, Thisisana-
tion that obeyeth NOT THE VOICE OF THE LORD THEIR
GOD, nor receiveth correction: TRUTH IS PERISHED, AND
ISCUT OFF FROM THEIR MOUTH."

Again it seemsthat brethren Tant and Wallace, and
the thirteen who met and had fellowship with the liberals (and
there are no doubt many othersin sympathy with what they
are doing), do not feel that the liberals are erring brethren, or
that they are lost and no longer have God. And that in fellow-
shipping with them they do not feel that they are also trans-
gressing the law of Christ and are therefore sinners also. Let
us quote from the Gospel Guardian of August 28, 1969,
brother Tant writing, "Really the matter of "peace" has been
only the ultimate and final goal in sight. Far more vital and
absolutely indispensable before "peace" can never be accom
plished, is the problem of communications. Asall of you
know, the breakdown in communications has been one of the
biggest stumbling-blocksin all of our effortsto achieve har-
mony between brethren. THISACTUALLY WAS
PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT SINGLE FACTOR
IN BRINGING ABOUT THE TRAGIC ESTRANGEMENT
WHICH HASTAKEN PLACE THESE LAST TEN OR
FIFTEEN YEARS." (emphasis mine)

In this statement brother Tant reveals his attitude
towards the backsliders. First he admits that which has already
been said in these pages, that heistrying to achieve harmony
between the conservatives and the liberals. AND THISIS
BEING DONE IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT THE
INSTITUTIONALISTSHAVE NO INTENTION OF DOING
AWAY WITH THE SPONSORING CHURCH PROJECTS
AND THEIR MANY OTHER UNSCRIPTURAL

PRACTICES. Heiswilling to lay aside all the labor, the de-
bates, the preaching, AND THE PRAY ERS, which have been
donein the past twenty yearsto try and keep the liberalsfrom
dividing the church, and now accept them and their institu-
tional sponsoring of church projectsin full fellowship.

This plan, if hismission is successful, will not only
lead the church into asinful and unholy relationship with
those whom God commands are to be avoided, but it will fur-
ther weaken and confuse what is left of the conservative
group. Thisto some extent has already been done. We are also
made cognizant that there is sophistry or ignorance, and the
latter we do not believe, in attempting to mislead the church as
to thereal cause of the division between the conservatives and
the institutionalists. The apostasy, which has already almost
wrecked the church, was NOT CAUSED BY LACK OF
COMMUNICATION, BUT WASTHE NATURAL AND
INEVITABLE RESULT OF THE LIBERAL BRETHREN
DEPARTING FROM THE TRUTH. GOD'SWORD UNDER
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES FORBIDS ANY
COMMUNICATION OR ASSOCIATION WITH THOSE
WHO CAUSED THE DIVISION AND WHO PRACTICE
THAT WHICH ISUNAUTHORIZED BY THE WORD OF
GOD. What caused the division in the first place (disobedi-
ence and unbelief) is the same reason that we are not at peace
today. Theissues are the same, the transgressions still mani-
fest, and the rebellion and refusal to turn away and repent
most apparent. |1 Thessalonians 3:6-14.

Brother Tant isfully aware of the situation asitis
today. We quote again from the same editorial, "They (the
liberals) DO NOT AGREE WITH USABOUT
BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES, CENTRALIZED
COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS, AND SOME OF
THEM (BUT BY NOMEANSALL) THINK WE AREWAY
OUT OF LINE IN OUR OPPOSITION to church contribu-
tionsto the colleges.” Brother Tant isfully aware that that
which the liberals believe and practice is unscriptural; he also
knows that the conservative portion of the church, including
himself, DOES NOT AGREE or BELIEVE in these things,
NEVERTHELESSHE ISWILLING TO WORK WITH,
COOPERATE WITH AND FELLOWSHIPWITH THOSE
WHO LONG AGO DEPARTED FROM THE TRUTH.
BROTHER TANT ISIN ERROR.

Either he no longer believes these brethren are sin-
ners before God, and/or else heiswilling to transgress the
word of God, by fellowshipping the apostatized brethren IN
THEIR SINS. Therefore, he becomes a partaker of their sins.

I John 7 to 11. Those who follow brethren Tant and Wallace
and all those who accept their plan respecting the digressive
will have to accept their position also. Galatians 1:7-11. If the
erring brethren really believed in hell, they would not be so
anxiousto disobey God. It isevident they no longer believe or
fear God.

We quote brother Tant again, "These are our brethren
in Christ; they worship the same God we serve; they honor the
same Christ we honor; they revere the same Bible we hold
dear. And however misguided (IN OUR JUDGEMENT) has
been their devotion to Herald of Truth and the centralized co-
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operative arrangements, we do not FOR A MOMENT
DOUBT THEIR SINCERITY AND REAL DESIRETO
FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF CHRIST." (emphasis mine)
This statement is pure sophistry and brother Tant's devious
reasoning is exposed. The statement is a contradiction; how
could apostatized brethren, those who have sown discord
amongst the brethren, and divided the church, and who teach
lies and practice error, honor God and have areal desireto
follow God. Brother Tant has left the faith. Beware!

And so it is easily understood in these words written
by brother Tant that his judgment is colored by his own per-
sonal viewpoint and not that of God's word. In his admission
that these apostatized brethren are worthy of fellowship, he
exposed hislack of belief in the scripture because he admits
that they are misguided (unscriptural) in their devotion to Her-
ald of Truth and centralized cooperative arrangements. In this
admission he destroys any argument he might have for fellow-
shipping the institutionalists. Because in these very practices
and devotion to that which is not authorized by the word of
God, theinstitutionalists are condemned. They have trans-
gressed the commandments of Christ and do thereby become
sinners. They are accursed by God. Galatians 1:7-11. What
has happened recently in Abileneis an example of what will
happen to all those who have apostatized away from the gos-
pel of Christ.

One must remember that the liberals were once con-
servatives before they turned to their own evil ways and cor-
rupted themselves with their unscriptural sponsoring church
projects and cooperative arrangements. At onetime, they be-
lieved and obeyed the truth. So it would seem if brother Tant
was not blinded by prejudice and unbelief, that he could see
that these brethren neither reverence the word of God nor are
they sincerein adesireto follow the teachings of Christ. Asa
matter of fact, they have obstinately and adamantly refused to
turn away from their idols. So whereistheir sincerity; where
istheir real desireto follow the teachings of Christ? The divi-
sion in the body of Christ which resulted in the great apostasy
was caused by these people whom brother Tant praises.

Proverbs 28:4 isworth repeating. "They that forsake
the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend
with them." Has brother Tant and brother Wallace forsaken
the law also? Their sincerity and reverence for the Bible (as
well asthat of theliberals) ismost questionable. Like Balaam
of old, they are not content with God's word. They want more
and are blind spiritually. Numbers 22:19.

Because brother Tant is biased in hisjudgment, heis
not able to rationalize the issue of fellowshipping the institu-
tionalistsin their sins. While admitting that they transgress the
word of God and do those things which areinimical to the
truth, he praises them for their sincerity and their desire to
follow the teachings of Christ. Reason would dictate, if sepa-
rated from bias, that if the institutionalists were sincere and
had areal desire (as brother Tant seems to think) to follow the
Bible, why do they not leave their unscriptural practices and
return to the Bible? Brother Tant saysthey revere the Bible,
but it has been proven over and over that they care little about
the true word of God and have disobeyed and continue to re-

belliously and willfully continue in their many sinsin spite of
the Bible teachings. And because of these contradictory and
unscriptural statements, and brother Tant's attitude towards
those who have left the truth, we believe that brother Tant no
longer believesthe word of God.

Again, we quote from an editorial by brother Tant,
April 17, 1969, "Frankly, we are hoping to wage a sort of
"peace offensive." We are trying to reach many thousands of
brethren in the "institutional" churches with asimple pleathat
WE EXPLORE THE AREAS WHERE WE MIGHT WORK
TOGETHER, try, as much as possible, to COMPOSE OUR
DIFFERENCES, ASWE FACE A COMMON ENEMY the
threat of CLASSICAL LIBERALISM." (emphasis mine)

Thus from these words we note that brother Tant is
holding out the hand of fellowship to the institutional societies
and asks that they might work together. Brother Tant seems
not to be able to comprehend that the differences between the
liberal s and conservatives cannot be partially overlooked,
swept under the rug, or done away with until THE
APOSTATIZED BRETHREN REPENT, TURN AWAY
FROM THEIR IDOLS, RECTIFY AND CONFESSTHEIR
SINS. And this they cannot do. Like Esau, they cannot repent.
Jude 1:1-19 explainstheir awful spiritual condition. Some of
the brethren including brother Tant are so blinded by their
many sins, and their unbelief that it is evident they also have
left the truth.

Brother Tant fortifies his unscriptural pleafor fellow-
ship with the enemy by suggesting that the church and the
liberals have a"common enemy": the threat of classical liber-
alism. To some, classical liberalism seems by contrast to be
much more sinful and unholy than plain liberalism. When sin
is contemplated or indulged in, there is a need for justification;
and brother Tant does not overlook this point in trying to get
the conservatives and the liberal s together.

In aletter written some time ago to brother Tant, we
dealt with this question, and it would be opportune at thistime
to quote some passages fromit. "It is plain that some of the
brethren, including yourself, are attempting to justify the plan
of fellowship to a"degree" with the institutional brethren, by
dividing the erring onesinto two camps. One is designated by
the name of "Classical Liberalists", and seemingly they are an
anathema. The other group, (the method used to separate them
isnot clear), although liberals also, seemingly have attained a
certain respectability amongst certain of the brethren to the
extent that the brotherhood (conservative) can be asked to
fellowship them to a"degree". Be not deceived, whether clas-
sical liberalism, liberalism or institutionalism, they are all
teaching and practicing that whichisNOT AUTHORIZED
BY THE SCRIPTURES"

"Only God can separate sinners. The liberals, with
whom you desire fellowship, not only for yourself, but for the
brotherhood are SINNERS. Classical liberalism and institu-
tionalism, of whatever hue or name, is opposed to the word of
God. If areas can be found by which and in which the conser-
vatives can work with the institutional society, logic would
dictate that there could be areas or degrees wherein the church
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could be asked to work with or cooperate with classical liber-
alism. After al, classicd liberalismis an outgrowth of and
sprung from liberalism. If some have progressed further and
faster into sinful practices and unbelief, and seem thereby to
be more wicked, this does not in any way lessen the sin of the
liberals, who might by contrast seem lesssinful. All sinisa
transgression of the law of Christ; and none will deny, includ-
ing yourself, that the liberals do transgress the law of Christ."
Before God, and by Hislaw, liberals and those practicing
glossolalia and the casting out of demons, are accursed and
condemned.

"Furthermore, it would seem you have the cart before
the horse in asking for the tolerance towards the digressive in
their sins; and in pleading for the church to study and to find
areas where they can work with the apostatized brethren. The
father of the prodigal son did not go out to the pig sty to bring
his son back to him; the son had to realize his fallen condition
and turn and leave the pig sty and go back to hisfather. THEN
HE WAS FORGIVEN AND WELCOMED BACK INTO
THE FOLD. Thisisthe Bibleway." The liberals must |eave
the pig sty before we can associate with them. Otherwise their
filth may well contaminate us.

Thisletter thus far has been to agreat extent repeti-
tious, but it has been done for a purpose. We havetried to
close all avenues for those who might try to justify their ac-
tions respecting fellowship with the liberals. It isimpossible to
sinalittle. Itisimpossible for the holy ones of God to fellow-
ship "alittle" with the unholy and not transgress the con
mandments of Christ. The Bible does not read two or three
different ways; Christians are commanded to COME INTO
AN ACCORD UPON IT. The Bible has strict commandments
relative to fellowship, as has been proven. 1l Thessalonians
3:6-14.

The church must make the decision, amost vital one,
whether to follow the lead of some of the prominent and
well-known preaching brethren in their evident desire and plan
to associate and fellowship the liberals, or whether to take a
stand AND THEN STAND (FIGHT) against all attemptsto
cause the brethren to sin. May God help all of usto study this
guestion thoroughly that we may not be led into further di-
gression from the truth. The battle looms formidably before
us; will we fight or will we succumb to that which evil and
wicked men aretrying to lead the church into? In the Revela-
tion letter, the church had left the commandments of Christ
and God warned that unless they repented and turned from
their unscriptural ways, that He would take the candl estick
out.

The church today (ALL of it) isin the same condition
asthat in the second and third chapters of Revelation. Aswe
know, there was an exception. Will we at this crucial time
turn, repent and stay on the old paths; or will we, asthe Israel-
itesin thelong ago, be again divided by being led into sin and
lose our identity? The churchisin such astate spiritually that
it ismy belief little can be done to keep them from apostasy.
Even now thereislittle to distinguish them from the institu-
tionalists.

In taking note of the sinful condition of the liberals
and the resulting deterioration of that condition into the de-
praved diabolic talking in tongues and consequent belief in the
casting out of demons and other such devilish behavior, it
would bewell for the church to realize that the degenerate
condition of the liberalsis caused by devils sent by God. In
Psalms 78:49, we read, "He cast upon them the fierceness of
His anger, wrath and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil
angels among them." This should warn all the church that God
will not withhold Hiswrath if we do not turn from our tradi-
tions, and materialistic and carnal approach to His Word; as
well as from the disobedience so prominently displayed by the
rebellious and willful liberals.

Inasmuch as the liberal s refuse to hearken to God's
word and turn from their unholy practices, they will continue
to degenerate until they too will receive the punishment of
God by having evil angels sent amongst them. Those brethren
who areintent upon fellowship with the liberal s should be
warned that the wrath of God will not be withheld from them
if they persist in their unscriptural designsin this direction.
Psadms 78:37-36, "For their heart was not right with Him, nei-
ther were thy steadfast in His covenant. Nevertheless they did
flatter Him with their mouth, and they lied unto Him with their
tongues.” In all sin thereishypocrisy.

The conserv atives should fear God and realize He
will not leave them unpunished if they are disobedient. Asevil
angels were sent amongst His people in the past; they can and
have been sent amongst the liberals today. In the demonstra-
tion of the gibberish of tongue talking and casting out of de-
mons we can see the evil angels again at work amongst those
whom God is punishing.

However, we shall persist along thislineforitisa
fact that spirits and angels are areality. They have always
obeyed the commands of God and, therefore, they must be
doing so now. Spirits do not die-the Bible from beginning to
end isfull of their activities, both angelic and evil; therefore, it
is most necessary that we believe WHAT THE WORD OF
GOD TEACHES. The church isgreatly ignorant and unbeliev-
ing upon this subject. In | Samuel 16:14-15 we read, "But the
Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from
the Lord troubled him. And Saul's servants said unto him, Be-
hold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee." Hebrews
1:14 proves angels are active in church today to help the right-
eous al so.

There are two things here which areinteresting. First
isthat when the Holy Spirit departed from Saul GOD SENT
AN EVIL SPIRIT to trouble him. If the liberals aren't being
troubled by evil spiritsthen it would be interesting for some of
the brethren to explain their demoniac actions, such as talking
in tongues, visions, and casting out of demons, etc. Another
fact isthat God has control (at |east when He desiresit) over
evil spirits. Revelations 9:1-21. Also, that when onewhoisa
child of God departs from the truth into rebellion, fal se teach-
ing and disobedience the Spirit of God will depart. When this
happens, he can be controlled by an evil spirit. Whether from
God or the devil theresult isthe same. God is the same yes-
terday, today and forever.

Page 12 of 34



The Brethren Letter by Merie Weiss

We must, to understand what the Bible teaches, ac-
cept spirits both good and evil. If they were active throughout
the Bible, then by what reasoning would we be led to believe
that they are no longer active? In Matthew 12:42-45, we find
some teaching which is relevant to events which are now tak-
ing place amongst those who were once of the household of
God, but have turned away from the truth into error, and are
now reaping the wages of sin. "When the unclean spiritis
gone out of aman, he walketh through dry places, seeking
rest, and findeth none. Then he saith (spirit), | will returninto
my house from whence | came out; and when heis come, he
findeth it empty, swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and
taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than him:
self, and they enter in and dwell there; and the | ast state of the
man isworse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this
wicked generation.”

Confirming these words of the entrance aswell asthe
exit of evil spiritsfrom man, we read again from | Samuel
16:23 these words, "And it came to pass, when the evil spirit
from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played
with his hand; so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the
evil spirit departed from him." Welearn from thisthat evil
spirits can and do enter in to man and can depart and return.
Wefind in the New Testament evil spirits at work, and they
were prevalent amongst the disobedient Israelites. In Revela-
tions 9:1-21, we learn that God had power over the devil's
spirits and sent them out into the world to torment mankind
because of their sins and rejection of Him.

Furthermorein | Peter 5:8, "Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, asaroaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour". In Revelation 12:9-10,
the word of God teaches that the devil and his angels have
been cast down here to earth; which confirms what is said by
Peter. If the devil is here on earth and is making war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God,
should we believe this or reject it, as the greater portion of the
church has done. If there are evil angels, (and if we believe the
Bible we must accept this) then they are busy doing that which
they have always done. And in our time, their evil work is
being demonstrated for all the church to see, both in the
church and in the world, so that the people of God might be
warned of the wrath of God which has been visited upon the
rebellious and wicked brethren. And it would and will happen
to the conservativesif they do not turn and believe the word of
God and fear Him, and correct their traditional, materialistic,
and compromising ways beforeit istoo late.

Thereisagreat deal more to be learned about the
subject of angels, spirits, and demons; but as Paul said in He-
brews 5:11-14, the church is "dull of hearing" and the things
which ought to be said are difficult for them to accept. The
reason why these people could not understand the spiritual
things was because the church was use to milk and not ready
for meat, although they should have been. Therefore, we will
leave this subject for the time being, and continue to review
many other things which the church needs to have said at this
time, but isill prepared for. However, think on these things;
and study that we may not be ignorant of spiritual things be-
cause of which many have lost their souls. Read Hebrews 1:14

and Hebrews 12:22-23, Revelations 2:1 and Revelations 22:9.
The church has an angel; angels minister unto us and they are
present with us.

The above was extraneous and does not have much
bearing on other things which we would like now to go into.
However, the redlity of angelsis one of the things which the
church has rejected in this generation. We look at thistime for
an explanation of the terrible apostasy, the presence of devils
amongst the unholy and wicked, and for answers to the many
problems which now beset the conservative portion of the
church.

Unfortunately because of their lack of knowledge and
rejection of the Holy Spirit; weakened by division and con-
fused by the inconsistency and wayward conduct of some of
the most prominent men amongst them, the church stands
small, inept, and ill prepared for that which they must face. In
most respects, the church is seemingly unaware of the great
danger which threatensits very foundation. We need at this
time, above al things, to see ourselves as we ARE, not aswe
THINK we are; and face this reality in all its frightening and
formidable aspects. The picture of the church today is con-
vincingly portrayed in Revelations (chapters 2 and 3) inits
varying degrees of sin, false teaching and practices. Revela-
tion 3:17-18 must be read in an attempt to understand the inept
spiritual condition of God's people. However, few who read
these words will believe them. Why? Because they are blinded
by unbelief and ignorance.

We quote Revelation 3:17-18. Read it, believeit, and
apply it. "Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked; |
COUNSEL THEE to buy of megoldtried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear:
and anoint thine eyeswith eye salve, THAT THOU MAYEST
SEE." If these things be true of the church (ASA WHOLE
and THEY ARE) then we must not only anoint our eyes and
take alook at ourselves but we must ACT! We must be able to
see ourselves as we are before any steps can be taken to cor-
rect that which has made us poor, miserable, lukewarm, blind
and naked. Because whether we face the true picture of the
church or not, the above is the church today. May God help us
all to seeit and then correct and change before the candlestick
istaken out and the identity of the church islost in this genera-
tion. In the past five years since the above was written, the
church has become even more corrupted and little is left to
identify the church of Christ asaNew Testament church.

The church within the last 150 years has fought a
great fight of faith. It has had its ups and downs, but has al-
ways, with God's help, come out victorious. Divided, hungry,
poor in money and worldly goods, but richin faith, zeal and
spiritual riches, great men arose and lead the church through
its many vicissitudes and persecutions and divisions. But the
church in thelast 20 or 25 years has grown rich in worldly
possessions. Great colleges were built and supported by indi-
viduals aswell asthe church. The preachers corrupted them-
selves by preaching for gain instead of for the souls of men.
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Fal se teaching crept in and truth flew out the window. The
great men have all gone; the preachers, lovers of money and
position, have kept the people ignorant of the truth and thereis
aterrible and fearsome famine of the word of God. Division

has come and gone. And the great apostasy left only asmall
remnant, and that which remainsis already divided by opin-
ions and ignorance of the truth. We should remember Paul's
warning in Acts 20:28-31. Quoting 30 and 31, "Also of your
own selves shall men arise speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember,

that by the space of three years | ceased not to warn every one
night and day with tears."

In studying the Old Testament, aswell asthe New,
we see the history of the people of God for centuries up until
the end of the Revelation letter. The Israelites fought and
warred with each other until both succumbed to the inevitable
disintegration of a people who corrupted the law and left the
old paths. Great and godly men sprung up from time to timeto
take the people back to the law. But there came atime when
there were no more Elijahs, Nehemiahs, Ezras, |saiahs, Jer-
emiahs, and Ezekiels. No great |eaders like Moses, David, and
Joshua. "And what shall | more say: of Gedeon, Barak, Sam
son, Jephthae, and Samuel and of the prophets?' Hebrews
11:32

God then |eft the I sraelites without a prophet for sev-
eral hundred years before the advent of Christ. Only asmall
remnant was left of the once glorious nation of the people of
God, when God's plan was set in motion for the establishing of
His kingdom upon this earth. And through the next 2,000
years, the church was to suffer, and be persecuted; and for a
timewas in the wilderness until the restoration. In Revelation,
we see the church after only about 100 years, filled with false
teaching, evil practices and wicked men. The worst enemies of
the church have always been those WITHIN. It has always
been true and so it istoday.

It istime to ask questions and to look for the reasons
for this sad picture of the church of our Lord and Savior in
these present times. It would be well to start with the lack of
knowledge amongst the people of God, both the members and
the elders and preachers. Practically all are guilty of teaching
and practicing that which we are writing about in thisletter.
Some of the preachers, however, are cognizant of the famine
of the word of the Lord. Recently, one of them wrotein the
Gospel Guardian, and we quote, "Our teaching program has
produced a generation of people who are ignorant of God's
words. It isreadily admitted by everyone that ignoranceisthe
basic reason for our present day apostasy." But ignorance
comes from lack of study and sound teaching and preaching
and unbelief follows.

BUT, we ask, WHO ISRESPONSIBLE FOR THE
IGNORANCE WHICH HAS ENVELOPED THE CHURCH?
Inasmuch as the preachers and the elders have the responsibil-
ity of feeding and edifying the church, it is manifest that they
have neglected their duty towards the people of God. Without
knowledge the members of the body of Christ cannot grow;
and thisisfatal to their spiritual life. The words of Paul in 1l
Timothy 4:1-5 are appropriate here: "For the timewill come

when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM
THE TRUTH, and SHALL BE TURNED UNTO FABLES."

And the church has turned away from the sound, pure
words of truth. The preachers, many of them, havefailed to
preach the truth; and they also suffer from ignorance. When
the preachers and elders become slack and ignorance prevails

and tradition takes the place of sound teaching, the people will
suffer from spiritual malnutrition and become sickly.

When the prophets and priests amongst the I sraglites
turned away from God, neglected His people, and followed
their own ways instead of the law, God cursed and punished
them. Jeremiah 32:30-34 fits the pattern of that which has
happened amongst us today and we quote the 32nd and 33rd
verses. "Because of al the evil of the children of Israel and of
the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to
anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their
prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem. And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face:
THOUGH | TAUGHT THEM, RISING UPEARLY AND
TEACHING THEM, yet they have not hearkened to receive
instructions."

All Israel came into condemnation before God (al-
though some of the tribes of Israel polluted and corrupted
themsel ves more than others) but God punished dl of them.
We have received instruction and we have not heeded the
words of truth. We are divided in Spirit and in mind; we do
not all speak the same thing. | Corinthians 1:10. Therefore, the
church will be punished. Those who have apostatized away
from the truth do not seem as wicked as others who are being
troubled by evil angels; and the conservatives by comparison
may seem less sinful. Nevertheless, all will be punished unless
the church turns back to the old paths and corrects the innova-
tions and traditions which have crept into our midst, polluting
the church.

Consider these words in Jeremiah 23:1-40, for they
are applicable, "For both prophet and priest are profane; yea,
in my house have | found their wickedness, saith the Lord.
Wherefore, their way shall be unto them as slippery waysin
the darkness: They shall be driven on, and fall therein. But if
they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to
HEAR MY WORDS, then they should have tumed them from
their evil way, and from the evil of their doings." The Israel-
itesdid not turn from their evil ways and they fell.

Will their fate act as an incentive for the church today
to takealong, long look at themselves and 'consider their
ways and change from those things which they teach and
practice back to the law of Christ beforeit istoo late? Let the
preachers meet, not to work towards a fellowship with the
apostati zed brethren (which is afruitless endeavor), but to
really work and pray towards areturn to true evangelism. Go-
ing forth into cities and states where the word of the Lord has
not been taken, and establishing congregations. Not looking
for pay but laboring to find the lost and bring them to Christ.
Activate all the church; preach the truth in season and out of
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season; turn away from worldliness and materialism back to
the spiritual faith. Let the women and the men work together

as one great family to convert the world; filled with zeal and
love for the lost. Moving, preaching, teaching, activated by the
greatest emotion in all theworld-LOVE. This of course could
only be attained if there are men amongst the church who have
not sold their soulsfor filthy lucre. | don't know if there are
any.

Inasmuch as the church is decreasing instead of in-
creasing, ignorant instead of learned; inactive, indifferent and
indolent instead of zealous and full of good works; the change
must begin with those who are responsible for the greater part
of this--THE PREACHERS. Have the elders watched over the
souls of the saints? Have the preachers edified? Cursed with
worldliness and ignorance, sickly and asleep, without zeal and
works, divided instead of united, it is most evident that the
elders and the preachers have been careless and negligent in
caring for the Lord's family. They have busied themselves
with running from place to place, putting out bulletins, playing
golf, taking trips and concerning themsel ves with arranging
tripsto 'the holy land' and everything, it seems, but the impor-
tant one which isto save souls.

Proof of the above isfound in the August 1968 Go s-
pel Guardian. Thiswas a special edition published on the sub-
ject of the Holy Spirit. Both ignorance and unbelief were strik-
ingly exposed for all to seein the varying and contradictory
opinions expressed by this body of men. Truth does not con-
tradict itself; and the Bible only teaches ONE way. Wherefore,
we ask.....why couldn't these preachers all come into a knowl-
edge of the truth upon this question? And inasmuch as they
didn't, why the lack of concern over such manifest and evident
contradictions? The preachers should ask themselves this
question.

A carnal approach to the subject of the Holy Spirit
would have the effect of making those, who do not believe
that the Holy Spirit dwellswithin our mortal bodies, deny the
evident truth of God's word which teaches that He does. Lack
of spirituality would also be the reason for the confusion
manifest in the work of the Holy Spirit. One preacher took the
position that the Holy Spirit did dwell within our bodies, but
then seemed unwilling to accept the teaching upon the func-
tion or work of the Holy Spirit. He said that he did not believe
that the Holy Spirit had any influence upon the lives of the
holy people of God; and that the Holy Spirit did not do any-
thing more than that which the word accomplished.

Romans 8:26 teaches that the Holy Spirit, "Maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”
Could the word make intercession for us with groanings? We
have alesson attached to this letter which will be very reveal-
ing to all who will not only read it but STUDY it. In so doing,
it will do away with all confusion on this subject and teach us
many things which are necessary for our spiritual growth. One
brother used J. D. Thomas, who long ago left the faith, to up-
hold him in his opinion. He should have used the Bible that is
where TRUTH isfound. It would be questionabl e whether or
not J. D. Thomas would have the truth inasmuch as he left it.

The word converts us but thisis not the work of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given only to those who OBEY
the word. When one is baptized, when he enters the water, HE
DOESNOT HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT until heisraised up
from the water. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is separate and apart
from the word. We should ask why thereis so much confu-
sion, unbelief and discord upon this subject?

One brother took the position that Acts 2:38 did not
mean what it said when he wrote in his article that he did not
believe that God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to those who
obeyed Him. However, he either did not know or did not be-
lieve Acts5:32--"And so is the Holy Ghost, WHOM GOD
HATH GIVEN TO THEM THAT OBEYED HIM" If we be-
lieve the scriptures we are forced to believe that all who obey
Christ are the recipients of the Holy Spirit. Isit any more rep-
rehensible to deny these verses than to deny that baptism saves
us from our sins?

The startling thing about this was that most of the
preachers did not believe that the Holy Spirit dwellsIN the
mortal bodies of the saints. And thisin spite of the fact that |
Corinthians 6:19 says: "What? Know ye not that your BODY
isthe temple of the Holy Ghost whichisIN you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own?' One would haveto
refuse to BELIEVE theword of God to deny that the Holy
Spirit dwellsin our mortal frames. 11 Timothy 1:14 confirms
thisand | Corinthians states: "Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth IN you."
Romans 8:11 also teaches that the Holy Spirit dwellsIN us.
The Holy Spirit in these verses cannot possibly be construed
to mean "the word." However, the church does pervert these
scriptures as well as many others pertaining to the Holy Spirit
by rejecting the Holy Spirit, and falsely teaching that whenthe
Holy Spirit is mentioned He is the word.

Those who took this position upon the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit seemed not to have the least understanding of
Hisfunction IN our bodies. It seemed to be the consensus of
opinion that the Holy Spirit does nothing more than the word.
It would be interesting for these brethren to explain Ephesians
4:30----"Grieve not the Holy Spirit.: Aswell as"quench not
the Holy Spirit." The word cannot be grieved nor quenched.
Therefore, these brethren arein error. The spiritual application
of theword of God is not subject to the carnal mind. Romans
8:6-7. And this, my brethren isthe reason for the unbelief
which pervades the church when the subject of the Holy Spirit
is broached.

If the preachers are so divided upon this subject, it is
not possible, more probablein fact, that they are divided and
unlearned and unbelieving upon other subjects as well? We all
know that thereislittle unity upon many, many subjectsin the
body of Christ; and we mean amongst the conservatives. This
was proven in those articles written by fourteen different
preachers. The most alarming thing about thisisthat no one
seems particularly concerned about it. It doesn't seem to be
important that the church is divided upon a question of such
significance. When thereis contradiction there must of neces-
sity be error. How much TRUTH isthere amongst us? We
should be concerned.
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The proof of the departure from the truth is manifest
in the actions of some of the leading brethren amongst us,
when meeting with the institutional societies and fellowship-
ping them in violation of the word of God. Also, inthe planin
operation now calling for peace and cooperation with the lib-
eralswho have apostatized from the truth. Blindness has set
in; itisadirect result of practicing that which cannot be found
inthe Bible.....preaching for pay, and rejection of the Holy
Spirit. Because of the spiritual blindness, we find the preach-
ersignorant aswell as are those to whom they preach.

Not only have the paid preachers been unable to
agree upon the truth regarding the Holy Spirit, (this being
proven by their contradictory views about it) but they are
seemingly deceived into believing that the system of paid
preachers (those who demand and work for asalary) is scrip-
tural. If they do not awaken from their sleep and return to the
bible plan of evangelism, they will further deteriorate spiritu-
aly. Being paid for doing that which is a necessity (preaching)
is harmful spiritually. The sin is not so much taking the money
but the unscriptural practice of rotating from one established
congregation to another, rather than doing asthe Bible
teaches, going into the highways and the byways and
ESTABLISHING THE CHURCH. Not building upon another
man's foundation. |1 Corinthians 10:16 and Romans 15:20.

The preachers overlook these verses; and they fail to OBEY
THEM.

When a preacher of the gospel decidesto take up the
vocation of proclaiming the gospel, the decision should be
based upon love of mankind and a great and overwhelming
desireto convert and save the lost. Money should be the last
consideration in this decision. However, today just the oppo-
siteistrue. Today men are going to colleges that they might,
because of a degree, demand or expect more pay. For what
other reason would a preacher of the gospel need a college
education? All that isreally needed is diligent study and appli-
cation of things contained in God's word; resulting in a sound
education in thisimportant subject; and then work to save his
own soul by application of the word; and a firm determination
to preach and convert the world. He must take into considera-
tion that the true evangelist will have to travel and move onto
another location where the GOSPEL OF CHRIST HASNOT
BEEN PREACHED. Perhaps he will be remunerated for this
and perhaps not, but he will preach anyway, alwaystrusting in
God for the necessities of thislife.

In | Corinthians 9:1-27, we find the teaching on the
church'sresponsibility aswell asthat of the preacher. We
guote verses 15to 19: "But | have used none of these things:
neither have | written these things, that it should be so done
unto me: for it were better for me to die, than any man should
make my glorying void. For though | preach the gospel, | have
nothing to glory of: for NECESSITY ISLAID UPON ME:
yea, woeisunto me, if | preach not the gospel: for if | do this
thing willingly, | have areward: but if against my will, adis-
pensation of the gospel is committed unto me. What is my
reward then? Verily that, when | preach the gospel of Christ
without charge, that | abuse not my power in the gospel. For
though | be free from all men, yet have | made myself servant
unto al, that I might gain the more."

Under the system prevailing in the church today
where a preacher rotates from one established church to an-
other always being paid for his services, it isimpossible for
him to be free of the obligations which are a part of working
for money. If pressureis put on him to preach certain things,
or not to preach on some subjects, his freedom to choose for
himself is endangered and usually he succumbsto the pres-
sure. Thisis proven by the system itself. For if the preachers
had fought it or refused to be a party to it, the system could
never have become such a corrupting custom. The preacher
may for atime justify hisactionsin not preaching al the truth,
but if he continuesin it he will be eventually corrupted by it.

The ninth chapter of | Corinthians has been used by
most of our paid preachersto justify the system under which
they operate today. This chapter does deal with the responsi-
bility of the church in taking care of the evangelists as they
work to edify the church aswell asto convert the lost. How-
ever, it seemsthe brethren have overlooked entirely the exam
ple and the words of Paul as he teaches that the preaching of
the gospel isto be done WITHOUT CHARGE. The church
should, if it can, support the evangelist in the field. Wefail to
find in the New Testament where any preacher of the gospel
was ever put on asalary. Our preachers use the church to sup-
port them in their way of living; which meansthat if the con-
gregation cannot support him, he moves to an established con-
gregation which can. ThisisNOT the New Testament pattern.

Christianity in any form or whatever work it may
consist of is never practiced or followed because of money
paid. The service of aholy child of God is given because he
loves his own soul and that of thelost of thisworld. He loves
God and desires to obey and serve Him. In thiskind of service
there is not money involved. The saving of soulsisthe mis-
sion of the church. All our worship and our work is concen-
trated and concerned with this holy and necessary endeavor.
Our work, which iswhat we will be judged by when Christ
returns, cannot be bought. Our dedication and desire to do the
works of God springs solely from love. When a preacher de-
mands or expects payment for his services, he not only isno
longer afree man, heis breaking the law of Christ.

To be paid to preach means that the preacher is not
freeto preach as he believes, and he almost alwaysisled to
compromise the truth. He must try and please everyone be-
cause hislivelihood depends upon it. He must not get the
reputation of being atroublemaker, or adissenter or alegalist.
If he refuses to stay within bounds, he will find that he jeop-
ardizes hisjob, and might well find himself without a place to
preach. He becomes dependent then upon the congregation
and the Establishment. Therefore, at times heisfaced with the
problem of preaching the truth and causing someto be of-
fended or else avoiding that which should be preached and
preaches something else which will not cause him "any trou-
ble'. He uses the preaching of the gospel asameansto an end-
viathe support of himself and hisfamily. Y et, the gospel of
Christ is not to be preached for aprice. A PREACHER DOES
NOT CHARGE FOR HIS SERVICES.

The preaching for pay system is devastating spiritu-
aly to those who practiceit. It vitiates and nullifies the evan-
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gelistic pattern of promulgating the gospel of Christ. If true
evangelism as set down in the New Testament were practiced
today, few.....if any.....would recognizeit. The preaching sys-
tem has contributed to agreat extent to the apostasy. It isone
of the primary reasons why the preachersturned away from

the truth and set up their own ways contrary to that of the New
Testament. It stands as one of the leading and paramount dan-
gersto the spiritual welfare of the church at thistime; and the
church is moving towards a complete apostasy from the truth
for this and the rejection of the Holy Spirit.

It isevident that many of the preachers of the church
of Christ (they no longer practice Bible evangelism) have cor-
rupted themselves by allowing the paid preacher system to
flourish unabatedly and have failed in going into places where
the gospel has NOT been preached and establishing NEW
congregations. The work of an evangelististo MOVE, to GO
INTO REGIONS BEY OND WHERE THE WORD HAS
NOT BEEN TAKEN AND CONVERT THE LOST, and edify
the church, train workers, set the church in order, and MOVE
ON into other fields where the gospel HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN. Romans 15:20 is not believed nor isit adhered to by
those who practice the paid preacher arrangement. The church
SHOULD support him as he worksin the hard places to con-
vert those who arelost. BUT IF THEY DON'T...he (and those
who work with him) work with their hands that they might eat.
And trust in God!

If the preachersin the church of Christ are so lacking
in spiritual discernment that they cannot agree upon a subject
such asthe Holy Spirit, which is one of the most vital and im+
portant, aswell as clear and comprehensive as any in the Bi-
ble, then it should make us realize that they could be teaching
improperly and/or falsely upon other subjects as well. Thisis
one of the primary reasons why they have failed to edify and
teach the church so that it could grow in grace and knowledge;
and the reason for the ignorance which prevails amongst us.
The members of the church should study aswell as question
the traditional type of teaching which is so prevalent today.
However, it is my opinion from reading and observation of the
church as awhol e that the members have gone so far away
from the truth that there islittle hope of converting them back
tothetruth. As God said long ago to the I sraelites, "Reprobate
silver shall men call them because the Lord hath rejected
them." Jeremiah 6:30.

While the church of Christ is supposed to stand for
the truth, many other abuses of the gospel have followed, in
the wake of the paid preachers system, which were and are a
result of the corruption of the preachers. First and foremost of
course isthe lack of sound and worthwhile teaching which has
left the preacher without knowledge and the church bereft of
spiritual good. Without the right kind of food they have failed
to grow and to do the works which are commanded by the law
of Christ; and the preachers have loved it. It has made their job
easier; and "the people loveto haveit so." Jeremiah 5:21-31.

When the preachers resort to commentaries instead of
searching the deep things of God on their own for their ser-
mons; when tracts, booklets, lessons, 'helps', and modern Bi-
bles and books take place of Bible study (wherein we search

the scriptures that we might gain true knowledge), it is abso-
[ute proof that there is afamine of the word of God. When
such nonsense as playing the scriptures over and over and over
on recordsis advertised as away to know and understand your
Bible, we know that the church haslost its spiritual compre-
hension. When such things as Impac and other irrelevant ma-
terial is substituted for diligent study of the word of God, we
can know that all those who rely upon such man-madetrivia
will be bereft of knowledge and understanding of the bible;
and those who falsely advertise its merits and sell such rubbish
have long ago lost their souls.

Many of the traditional and Unscriptural practices of
the conservative part of the church have comeinto use simply
because of the lack of Bible knowledge. It hasbecome a cus-
tom to not question the preacher or the elders and they are left
to their own devices. Because of thisthe government of the
church by the members of the body of Christ has been taken
away from them and a preacher, elder rule has been substi-
tuted. We have heard over and over "the men run the church."
We know that thisis acommon practice--but we should ask: Is
it scriptural? Can it be proven by the word of God? The
preacher, elder rule which has come into being along with the
paid preacher system, isatraditional practice with no scripture
to support such, and it is as unauthorized as the Herald of
Truth or any other man-made innovation.

Although the position of the elder in the church today
is defined as one who rules over the church and, in many
cases, makes all of the decisions. We notice that the elder is
not OV ER the church, but is asthat of the shepherd over the
flock. Protecting, teaching, leading the way and watching over
the souls of those whom he oversees. THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE CHURCH ISIN THE HANDS OF ITSMEMBERS.
The elder watches over (or oversees) the work of the church.
Thereisnot ascripture in the New Testament which allows
the elder to legislate, to demand, to make the decisions, and to
do the work of the members. Nor are they to overrule the con-
gregation in scriptural matters. His authority islimited to as-
sisting and watching and correcting the congregation as they
attempt to carry out the will of the Lord doing their own
works. Christ isHEAD over the church and we obey HISrule
through His law. Righteous men who are elders oversee the
works of the members.

| Peter 5:1-6 reminds us that elders are servants of
God and of His people. They rule the congregation, but their
ruleisasan OVERSEER and an EXAMPLE. To make the
extent of their ruleintelligible and scriptural and to realize its
limitations, we quote from verses 3 and 5. "Neither as being
Lords over God's heritage, but being ensampl es to the flock.
Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Y ea,
all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with hu-
mility for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble." Wherein we are taught that the members of the body
are subject to the elders, but in turn the ELDERS are to be
subject to the members, and the younger to the ol der.

The church learns, as arule, the qualifications of an
elder but rarely is heinformed as to their function. Christ
made it plain that the body of Christ was not to have any
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princes over it. ALL areto minister to one another. Matthew
20:25-27: "But Jesus called them unto him and said, ye know
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them,
and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it
shall NOT be so among you; but whosoever will be great
among you, let him be your minister. And whosoever will be
Chief among you, let him be your servant.” No oneis chief or
the greatest. Elders are not to dictate or assume an authority
not allowed by scripture. However, they have been guilty of
transgressing the law since the belief and practice has grown
up amongst usthat they are to rule dictatorily over the congre-
gationisin reality, a misconception and not borne out by
scripture.

To the contrary, Acts 20:28 reads: "Take heed there-
fore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you OVERSEERS, to feed the church
of God, which He hath purchased with Hisown blood." Itis
part of the watching over the souls of the flock to see that they
are fed the proper spiritual food that they are not led astray
and the "wolves"' devour them. It is plain to see that the elders
have failed in their responsibility in this teaching, and unscrip-
tural practices have become a part of the church today. The
primary reason for this has been because men have been ap-
pointed bishops who were not qualified for the job. Too many
have been autocratic, proud, puffed up, negligent and ignorant.
They have assumed an authority not given them by God. God
wanted and commanded that men who were to be overseers
and examples to the flock be submissive in their attitude, holy,
devout, concentrated and dedicated to the job of keeping out
false teaching and division. What afailure!

With or without elders the church GOVERNS
ITSELF. If there are no elders, usually the men take over the
government of the church (and quite often even the men are
denied this privilege and asmall clique takes over); however,
there is no place in the Bible that gives them this presumptu-
ous power to govern; and ALL the church should take partin
making the decisions and solving problems; thereby exercising
their spiritual senses. When the women are left out of every-
thing pertaining to the church, they become indifferent, lazy,
and fail to carry out their mission in thislife by saving the
souls of thelost. We forget to remember that everyone must
work, must be involved, and must apply the commandments of
Christ. Thisis not reserved for men alone. When there are
qualified elders, their ruleisto set the example before the
church and OVERSEE (watch over) ALL the church as they
go about doing the works which are contained in the com-
mandments of Christ.

The church has, through the years, adhered to a sort
of traditional practice and belief that it isthe sole prerogative
of the men only to govern the church, and solve all the prob-
lems and make all the decisions. If there are elders, they as-
sume the government of the church. Now thisis believed and
practiced although thereis not one verse in the New Testa-
ment that upholds this practice. Herein lies one of the causes
for the ignorance and lack of zeal amongst us. God intended
that His people be ACTIVE, full of good works, BUSY, and
INVOLVED IN THE WORK OF THE CHURCH. This activ-
ity and work was not relegated to the men and/or elders; it was

designed in God's plan that the WHOLE CHURCH would
participate and INVOLVE ITSELF in the work of the church.
Thereisno male or female in Christ's kingdom. They all stand
or fall by their obedience to Hisword; and Hisword (the gos-
pel of Christ) must be obeyed by both men and women.

For years now, the church has denied the women
their rightful place in the body of Christ. Sheispractically
immobilized by the restrictions of the men; and she certainly
isnot freeto carry out her God-given duties contained in the
gospel of Christ. Her freedom to work and teach and partici-
pate in the business of the church has been restricted to such
an extent sheis practically afraid to open her mouthin aBible
classlest she be rudely reprimanded for the slightest infraction
of the men'sideas of what she is supposed to say or do. Thisis
no exaggeration; it isthe rule. Ask any woman in the church
today. The man isto love his wife more than himself. How-
ever, asamember of the church he violates this command
over and over by his attitude towards here, and hisdiscrimina-
tion towards her by not allowing her the scriptural right to help
in judging and solving of the problems and business of the
church.

Christian men and women should cooperate together
in the work of the church; and the lack of zeal, the ignorance,
the indifference and the dearth of conversions must be attrib-
uted to agreat extent, to the discrimination practiced against
the women of the church. How can any organization, religious
or otherwise, be successful whenthe greater portion of its
members are excluded from participating in the business and
the affairs of the organization. Business of aworldly nature
which would exclude the greater portion of its membersfrom
any involvement in this operation would fail; and the church
has failed in discriminating against the women, thereby caus-
ing them to lose interest in doing the works which God has
commanded them to do.

Strange as it may seem thereis not a scripture which
forbids Christian women participating in business meetings,
meetings where disciplinary action is necessary; or gatherings
to choose men for specific work; or helping to solve problems
of faith or doctrine. The women have been restricted, as well
as hindered, in their obedience to the word of God. The church
has been kept in ignorance of the truth and has allowed this
unscriptural tradition to operate along with the paid preacher
system.

In | Corinthians 5:1-5, Paul commands ALL OF THE
CHURCH to gather together to take care of amatter of disci-
pline where afornicator is to be withdrawn from. At the same
time, Paul rebuked the members of the church because of their
lack of concern and their ignoring of such a serious transgres-
sion of the law. If the women had not been allowed in a meet-
ing of such significance, they would have been denied their
right to use their spiritual sensesin judging this matter; and
furthermore, they would not have been subject to Paul's re-
buke. Inasmuch as they were guilty along with the men this
could have resulted in agrave oversight, involving their spiri-
tual welfare.

Therefore, thelessonis plain. In bringing this matter
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before ALL the church they were all exercised by the problem.
They all were made aware of their sin and lackadaisical atti-
tude towards a grave offense against the church; and all were
made aware that sin had to be taken care of when necessary,
and that it should not be allowed to continue. Furthermore, it
would have the effect, by being made public before ALL, of
deterring those who might have been inclined to commit the
same sin. Therefore, we can see that the gospdl in all of its
many aspectsisfor al; and the women as well asthe men
have their part in the business and the affairs of the church as
well asthe exercising and application of that which they are
taught.

In Acts 6:1-6 we learn that all of the church was
commanded to choose seven men to do some necessary busi-
nessfor the church. Verse 5 reads " And the saying pleased the
WHOLE MULTITUDE.." the multitude means both men and
women, all the church was there and had part in the decision
involving the act of benevolence. In Acts 1:1-26 we find that
when the decision was made to appoint Matthias as an apostle
there were women numbered amongst the one hundred and
twenty.

In Acts 8:1-4 the CHURCH at Jerusalem was perse-
cuted, and the people scattered; and "they went everywhere
preaching the word." In verse 3 weread, "Asfor Saul, he
made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and hal-
ing MEN AND WOMEN committed them to prison." Herein
itisevident that both men and women were persecuted and the
women suffered as did the menin being put injail. In Acts
9:1-2 Paul is busy getting the consent of the high priest that he
might bring both MEN AND WOMEN BOUND into Jerusa-
lem. Verse 14. The women suffered the same humiliations,
persecution, and confinement as did the men. Women DIED
for the cause of Christ the same asthe men. Acts22:4"And |
persecuted the way unto the death, binding and delivering into
prisonsBOTH MEN AND WOMEN".

If the women had to stand the same vicissitudes and
persecutions (as well as die) for Christ as the men, they must
have been actively engaged in doing the same work as the
men. They were free to work (and suffer) and participatein all
that the church was doing. Y et today the brethren do not allow
them even in business meetings, much less do they allow them
to actively engage themselves in spreading the gospel or
teaching and doing AL L the works commanded by Christ. In
Acts 26:9-10, Paul punished and cast in prison (as well as
persecuted) the saints by following them from city to city.
Read this and then try to explain how the church in view of the
work which the women did in the long ago, prohibit the
women from exercising the God-given right to participatein
ALL the affairs and business of the church today. If they died
for the cause of Christ, surely they should be allowed to live
for Him by obeying ALL the commandments of Christ the
same as the men. The attitude and discrimination against the
women which is practiced by the brotherhood is not found in
the New Testament.

In Acts 14:24-27 there is an account of the evangelis-
tic work of Paul and Barnabas in their travels from city to city.
"And when they were come, AND HAD GATHERED THE

CHURCH TOGETHER, they rehearsed all that God had done
with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the
Gentiles." Thus the whole church participated in the joy which
accompanied the conversion of the lost. The women were not
excluded from this meeting. And if the church today consents
to the women attending meetings of another nature, whereis
the scripture which teaches such? The same scripture which
allows Christian women to participatein ANY MEETING or
gathering of the church for whatever purpose is the scripture
that allows her to participate or have apart of ALL.

We have shown thus far that the women had apart in
meeting to consider avery serious offense by the fornicator
against the church; and she was held as guilty asthemenin
the lack of concern over the matter. We also see her participa-
tion in ameeting to choose certain men for a certain work in
Acts 6. Again, sheisinvolved in ameeting concerning the
travels of Paul and Barnabasin going from city to city doing
the work of evangelists. We see also that the women suffered
and died for the cause of Christ the same asthe men.

Weread in Romans 16:1 to 3: "I commend unto you
Phebe our sister, which isa servant of the church whichisin
Cenchrea. That yereceive her in the Lord, as becometh saints,
and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of
you; for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself
also. Greet Priscillaand Aquilamy helpersin Christ Jesus."

Was the letter to the church at Rome written to the
elders only; or to the men only? Or was it to be read before
ALL the church. Did Phebe state her business before the
WHOLE church or was it done behind closed doors with the
eldersonly or possibly only the preacher and/or afew men or
ALL of them?When that question is answered scripturally we
will begin to realize that the privileges of the gospel, the busi-
ness and decisions of the church WERE FOR ALL THE
CHURCH; ALL PARTICIPATED. The custom which we
practice today practically isolating the women from having a
part in the problems, business and the decision of the church
CANNOT BE FOUND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. Tradi-
tion has taken the place of the word of God in the matter of the
women being a part of the churchin ALL THINGS.

God doesn't divide the women from the men. Itisan
unscriptural custom of the church today to relegate the women
to anon-active position. If women do not have to obey the
same law asthe men, it is not evident from the scriptures. Is
there any distinction in the law? If not, they must be allowed
to participate in the business of the church.

We read now in the fifteenth chapter of Acts, verses 1
through 36 where avery grave matter of false teaching came
up BEFORE ALL OF THE CHURCH to be settled by all the
church. ALL had a part in making the decision and the meet-
ing resulted in much disputation. In the 4th verse the
CHURCH (both men and women) as well as the apostles and
elders received Paul and Barnabas and the others who came
with them to settle the matter. In the 7th verse, there was much
disputation; and inthe 12th verse we quote, "Then ALL THE
MULTITUDE kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas
and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had
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wrought among the Gentiles by them." The multitude con-
sisted of both men and women; and the fact that the multitude
kept silence would indicate that the MULTITUDE had been
vocal. Did the women speak? Inasmuch as God does not sepa-
rate the women from the men there is no reason to believe that
if they were alowed in a meeting that they wouldn't have the
same privileges as any other member.

In the 22nd verse--after much disputation--we are
told, "Then it pleased the apostles and the elders, WITH THE
WHOLE CHURCH, to send chosen men of their own com-
pany to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas sur-
named Barnabas and Silas, chief men among the brethren.”
We find throughout this chapter that the men took the lead in
the controversy and in the decision, but THISDID NOT
EXCLUDE THE PARTICIPATION OF THE WHOLE
CHURCH IN THE MATTER. In the 30th verse of this same
chapter, Judas and Silas GATHERED THE WHOLE
CHURCH together, and delivered the epistle.

How different would this matter be taken care of to-
day. Thewomen would have NO VOICE IN IT AT ALL, and
NO PARTICIPATION in the meeting, nor any part in the
MAKING of the decision. All of which would be contrary to
the word of the Lord and of the example set forth in these
scriptures. Thereisnot aword in all the New Testament ex-
cluding the women from participating in the business of the
church. If she can at times be allowed to participate in busi-
ness meetings, where is the scripture which denies her this
right at any time?

| Corinthians 6:1-8 very plainly and unequivocally
teaches that the CHURCH (both men and women) are to have
apart in judging the matters which come before the church.
"Do you not know that the SAINTS shall judge the world and
if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge
the smallest matters?' The 'saints' includes both men and
women. And if the saints are to judge the matters of the
church, where do we find that the women are excluded from
this very important and vital undertaking? How can the
women exercise their spiritual senses unlessthey have the
opportunity? And how can they enter into the joys aswell as
the problems and the decisions, and learn the scriptural man-
ner in which all should be done, if they are not allowed to par-
ticipate in judging the problems and making decisions? Are
the commandments in these verses applicable for ALL THE
CHURCH, or do they apply only to the men? Thisisthe ques-
tion which should be met and solved instead of quibbling over
that which is already so very obvious, if we'll only believe
what the Bible says.

We are further taught in these verses that we are not
to take a brother to law before the world; and matters involv-
ing the church are to be taken before the saints. How can the
brethren take the position that we can make a spectacle of our-
selves before the world by involving ourselvesin law suits
with one another when Paul plainly teachesif abrother has
been wrongly or unjustly treated or defrauded by a brother he
isto accept the wrong. It is better to take the wrong than to
appear before the heathen world and reveal the lack of love
and unity amongst us. Rather than to tarnish or discredit the

church by flaunting before the public discord and dissension in
our midst, we are taught to accept whatever injury the evil
brother might do to us.

However, the church not only in agreat measure dis-
agrees with these scriptures, but quite openly violates them. A
preacher recently ran a series of articlesin one of the maga-
zZines attempting to minimize and destroy the plain and unde-
niable truth of these scriptures. But no matter how some will,
in ignorance or unbelief, attempt to change or modify the word
of God, it standsimmutable and unchangeable. It would be
well for us to meekly surrender to it, rather than to pervert it
and cause some to stumble over them...to the destruction of
their souls. Thisisjust another of the many contradictory
teachings which we have amongst us and which should be
corrected. The church, because it lacks knowledge and Spirit,
cannot seem to agree, believe, or come into accord on the sim-
plest of scriptures.

For example, it isacommon belief and practice
amongst us everywhere that a Christian woman cannot teach a
man. That positionisjust as contrary to the truth as the posi-
tion that she does not have the right to obey the command-
mentsin | Corinthians 6:1-8. Usually the church resortsto |
Timothy 2:11-12 to support them in this pernicious and harm-
ful practice. We quote, "L et the women learn in silence with
all subjection. But | suffer not awoman to teach nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to bein silence." To follow thisto
its commonly used application, (and that which the church
adheres to) this would mean awoman could not teach even her
own unbelieving husband; not her own father or her son.

Furthermore, it would prohibit her taking part in any
discussion in any Bible class where there were men present.
Thiswould even prohibit the Christian woman from partici-
pating in an informal gathering of brothers and sistersin a
home or wherever. And it would exclude her from business
meetings of any kind; especially from making scriptural deci-
sions about discipline, such as that in | Corinthians 5:1-6
where it would be necessary to usethe bible for arulein judg-
ing. If I Timothy 2:11-12 isinterpreted to mean that awoman
cannot teach a man--then it means she cannot, anywhere or at
anytime, teach where men are present, either to correct or
enlighten. However, brethren will not go thisfar in the appli-
cation of these verses and so they try modifying or changing
them to make them more palatable. Thistype of thing iswres-
tling scriptures which is forbidden by the Bible.

The church does not adhere STRICTLY to thisrule
though because most of the churches teach and allow the
women to speak in mixed groups. If they so decide, they will
occasionally allow her to participate in business meetings. But
these verses do not lend themselves to two different interpreta-
tions. Either awoman can or cannot teach a man. The scrip-
tures do not teach two different things. If we say awoman
cannot teach a man; then she must not teach aman at any time
or any place. We would have to take a stand one way or an-
other. So we must ook for another meaning to these verses
becauseit is clear and understandable that the Bible does al-
low awoman to teach a man. The church contradictsitself by
saying awoman cannot teach a man and then allows her, both
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in mixed Bible classes and in the home, aswell asinformal
gatherings of the members of the church, to express herself by
scriptures. When we limit the verse (which verse 12 does not)
to, "I suffer not awoman to teach aman," then we violate
other scriptures which plainly command and/or allow the
woman to teach aman.

Inasmuch as the church does not prohibit the women
from speaking in mixed classes; nor prevent them from par-
ticipating in Bible discussion when men are present--we real-
ize that awomen CAN teach a man. Therefore, we know that
verses 11-12 in| Timothy do NOT teach "that woman cannot
teach aman"; for the church does allow her to do so. The
church limits her teaching when they so choose and uses these
versesto silence her if it pleases them to do so; therefore dis-
closing the fact that they use these scriptures, when they feel
so inclined, for questionable purposes.

In Acts 18:26 we read, "And he (the preacher) began
to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and
Priscillahad heard, THEY took him unto THEM, and
EXPOUNDED UNTOHIM THEWAY OF GOD MORE
PERFECTLY." In these scripturesit is evident that a woman
had a part in teaching a preacher who needed to learn that
which he did not know. This man was mighty in the scriptures
but awoman and her husband TAUGHT him the way of God
MORE PERFECTLY . Actually he needed to be corrected in
histeaching. If itisasin for awoman to teach aman, then
both Aquilaand Priscillatransgressed the law of Christ; he by
allowing her to teach aman, and shein doing it. Thelessonin
these versesisto teach and not to confuse us. Therefore, those
who teach incorrectly that | Timothy 2:11-12 teaches a woman
cannot teach aman hereby learn alesson asdid Apollosin the
long ago, when he was corrected and taught by awoman. If a
woman can teach a PREACHER, as these scriptures teach

then to say that | Timothy 2:11-12 means she cannot teach a
manistobein error.

Some will try to twist these scriptures by saying that
awoman can teach aman if her husband is present, but in this
case thiswould still be asin because verses eleven and twelve
of | Timothy either teach a Christian woman CANNOT teach
aman or they don't. They can't be wrested to mean two differ-
ent things. The difficulty arises with verse twelve because we
teach the first part of it and seemingly overlook the last part
which isthe key to whole meaning awoman can, if she does
thework God orders, teach aman. Thereisone areawhichis
reserved exclusively for the man and that is the preaching
(teaching) before the church UPON the first day of the week.
Inthisarea, for her to speak or teach, would be to usurp the
authority of the man. God gave the man the position of
preacher and no woman dares to violate God's authority in this
respect least she sin. So sheislimited in her teaching in ONE
AREA only: when the church gathers together for worship. |
Corinthians 14:34 commands the women to be silent "in the
church.” This could only mean on the first day of the week
when the church gathers for worship. Verse 23.

If "I suffer not awoman to teach” is not explained by
"nor to usurp the authority over the man, but to bein silence”,
and is not properly interpreted as well as confirmed by other

scriptures, then it would be impossible for awoman ever to
discuss, speak, give the exegesis of a scripture, or to teach a
man who has never heard the gospel, the plan of salvation.
And, perhaps because of her failure to do so, the man would
diein hissins. It behooves everyone then who wants to know
the truth to look for another answer to the fal se teaching upon
this matter; and realize that women have to obey the gospel
(all of it) the same asthe men. They must save the souls of
those with whom they comein contact or be lost upon the
judgment day. God did not limit her in this because we find
the Christian woman not only in the New Testament times
taught men, but the church today allows her to speak, as well
as give scriptures to uphold what she believes, in mixed
classes. Otherwise a class would be of little value to the
women if they were completely silenced when there were men
present. To pervert | Timothy 2:11-12 from its true meaning
and teach that a Christian woman cannot teach a man, comes
into conflict with other scriptures.

It is evident that the | atter part of verse 12 needsto be
analyzed. Thereis aplace where the woman in teaching could
usurp the authority of the man. AND THAT WOULD BE
UPON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK. The man has been
given the authority by God to preach and edify the church; as
well as to preach to the lost and to establish congregations. In
this areaawoman is forbidden to usurp the authority of the
man---SHE CANNOT PREACH. When the church is gathered
together for worship, welearn: "L et your women keep silence
in the churches; for it is not permitted unto them to speak..."
"In the church" can only mean one thing and that "when the
whole church be come together." | Corinthians 14:23-34. The
church is gathered together on the FIRST DAY OF THE
WEEK as God has authorized; and upon that day the woman
"isto keep silencein the churches." They can only usurp the
authority of the man in the place where God gave him the au-
thority to preach...and that is when the church gathers together
for worship upon thefirst day of the week.

In Luke 17:3-4 we are taught that when a brother sins
we are to rebuke him and if he repents we are to forgive him.
If awoman cannot teach a man then it would be difficult for
her to rebuke a brother without breaking alaw which forbids
her to teach aman. It would be almost impossible to rebuke a
brother without teaching him from the Bible where in he had
sinned and in some cases perhaps it would be necessary to
give scripturesto teach what to do in confessing publicly (if
public) or it might be the brother would have to take care of a
private sin before he could be forgiven. Therefore awoman
could not obey this scriptureif she could not teach a man.

"A man that is an heretic after the first and second
admonition reject.” Titus 3:10, 14 reads, "And let ours also
learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be
not unfruitful." Both of these verses apply to both men and
women. If it isnecessary to rebuke a man for heresy, members
of the church are commanded to do so. God did not draw a
distinction between the men and women in the church in this
respect. If we are to maintain good works then ALL must obey
the commandments of Christ. Inasmuch as our works are noth-
ing more or less than obedience to that which the gospel
commands, then both men and women would--if they maintain
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good works--, obey the same things. Even as "study to show
thyself approved unto God" isacommand and is applicable to
all the church so are all the commandments. If the women

can't exercise and apply the scriptures why study to learn
them? There are exceptionsto thisrule, such as some of the
qualifications for elders and deacons, which clearly indicate
that they are for the men. The authority God gave the man as
€lders and deacons, prohibits the woman from having author-
ity in these two areas which God gave him which is not given
to the woman.

If the church isto fulfill the scripturesin Il Peter 1:1-
10 then dl the members of the body of Christ would have to
obey ALL the commandments of Christ. Inasmuch as gaining
knowledge for ourselves and then using it to help convert the
lost is the work and mission of the CHURCH--both men and
women--it would seem the height of folly to submit the
women to this unscriptural and corrupt, aswell as man-made
custom. Therefore, we must conclude from the scriptures that
women, if they obey the gospel, must teach. and thereisno
scripture which forbids them teaching men; nor confines or
limits their teaching to women and children. They must not be
hindered in their teaching of the gospel.

In1 Corinthians 14:1-40, the apostle Paul attemptsto
bring order into the worship of the church. Both men and
women were guilty of disorder; and both were misusing the
gifts given to them by the Holy Spirit. Instead of glorifying
God with their giftsthey were vaunting themselves and mak-
ing ashow of them. We know that this was being done upon
thefirst day of the week because we find almost the same
words used in | Corinthians 5 when the church was ordered to
withdraw from the fornicator when they ‘came together'. Verse
23 reads, "If therefore the WHOLE CHURCH BE COME
TOGETHER INTO ONE PLACE, and ALL speak with
tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned or unbe-
lievers, will they not say ye are mad?'

In verses 27 and 28, Paul silences the men; because
they had been disorderly, then teaches the women they areto
be under subjection and are not TO SPEAK IN THE
CHURCH. The men, when the body of Christ assembles, were
to do the teaching (preaching) and if the women wereto learn
it would be from their husbands. In other words the men could
talk in tongues (in orderly procession and without confusion),
prophesy (preach or teach) or interpret. Thiswould put the
women in the position of having to listen to their husbandsiif
they wereto learn from the various gifts exercised; and they
would not be able to use their gifts---WHEN THE WHOLE
CHURCH WAS ASSEMBLED. These verses with others
from the fourteenth chapter of first Corinthiansfit perfectly
with verses eleven and twelve from first Timothy, the second
chapter. The teaching of Paul in first Timothy is confirmed by
the teachings in the 14th chapter of | Corinthians.

Thelesson learned hereis that the women then and
now are silenced when the church comes together upon the
first day of the week. God put the preaching in the hands of
the men upon the day of worship. Therefore this authority
which was given to the men to teach upon that day could and
would be usurped if awoman dared to speak. So the scriptures

[imit the time and place where awoman must be silent. If
thereisany other place where her prerogative to teach is de-
nied her, it isnot found in the New Testament. To wrest |
Timothy 2:11-12 to try and silence the women, and to keep
them from their work of teaching is both unscriptural and inju-
rious to her spiritual welfare. Furthermore false teaching in
this respect comes into conflict with other scriptures, therefore
proving that the versesin first Timothy DO NOT TEACH
THAT A WOMAN CANNOT TEACH A MAN. Thekey to
the scripture isthat she usurpsthe authority of the man if she
speaks in the worship of the church upon thefirst day of the
week. God gave authority to men as elders and deacons, and
the women can only usurp authority of the man if she speaks
in the worship of the church upon the first day of the week.
God gave authority to men as elders and deacons, and the
women can only usurp authority where God gaveit.

The great potential for good of the women of the
church has been practically destroyed by the traditional and
unscriptural custom of excluding them from practically every-
thing that goes on in the church. The women are practically
immobilized, and their great talent for teaching and for doing
other good works, has been nullified to the extent that her
hope of eternal lifeis endangered. Herein is another of the
false practices and unscriptural teachings which expose the
traditional teaching in the church today. The women need to
be about their Father's business the same as any other member
of the church. The church will suffer and continue to do so
until the women are allowed the privileges which God has
ordained for them; to teach, to participate in the affairs of the
church, to have a part in the judgments and decisions, as well
as helping in solving the problems, which is al part of leam-
ing and applying the word to our lives. The talents and abili-
tiesaswell astheir zeal has been quenched, if not almost en-
tirely done away with, because of ignorant and unconverted
brethren.

Under the existing pernicious and spiritually vitiating
system of preaching the gospel for money practically all of the
work of the church is confined to the preacher. When the
church resorted to hiring preachers to preach for asalary, and
the preacher began using the gospel as a means to support
themselves and their families, then evangelism per se began to
die. Furthermoreit looked better for the preacher to be doing
the work of the church inasmuch as that was what he was be-
ing paid to do. So not only evangelism faded away and slowly
died from lack of usage, but the church also began to depend
upon the preacher as a substitute for doing their own work and
they slowly drifted into alazy indifferent acceptance of this
unscriptural inactive type of life. They were not encouraged
nor were they taught to go out and teach and convert the lost.
And so zeal and the work of saving souls of the lost, which all
the church should be engaged in, dissolved into a system of
leaving the saving of the lost in the hands of the preacher, and
his effortsin thiswork are practically nil. We read from the
writings of apreacher herein San Diego recently that in 20
years he had baptized only 72 people. Thisiswhat happensto
those who preach for pay---no zeal, no love.

The disintegration of the evangelistic form of prom-
ulgating the gospel was followed by an apostasy from the

Page 22 of 34



The Brethren Letter by Merie Weiss

church of those who made the work of the church completely
dependent upon money from the members. The members were
taught and activated only by the building of big and expensive
churches, holding 2 to 3 "meetings" ayear, paying avisiting
preacher to preach that which the local preacher could do as
well, orphan homes, old people's homes, the building of hospi-
tals and colleges, etc. All the work they had to do was dig
down into their pocketsto help the poor little orphans, or the
old people, or support the colleges and other types of that
which the church designated as "work", and they felt they had
fulfilled their mission in life, and/or done their works. This
was perniciousin its effect upon all who did this.

Practically all of the churches have goneinto this
pseudo form of Christianity. They are on the sameroad in
more respects than one as their liberal brethren. The corrupt
system of being paid for services given is part and parcel of
the brotherhood today. The work of the members which is so
essential to their salvation has been taken over by the preacher
and he uses histimein outlining plans for trips to Europe,
writing bulletins, holding meetings several times ayear which
profit practically no one but the visiting preacher stirring up
the congregation in ashort lived program of teaching children
inwhat is commonly known as a"vacation Bible class" each
summer for a period of about two weeks, and that is about the
extent of the work of the church. They play and use Christian-
ity for their own questionable motives, and millions go
unsaved.

Instead of two weeks each summer, why does not the
church engage itself in this same type of work of teaching
children of those who are not members of the church, and go
from door to door inviting and persuading the lost to attend
alien sinner classes ALL THE YEAR ROUND? Why is such
work, which should be the work of the church all THEIR
LIVES, be confined to a period of two weeks? When that
guestion is answered a great many others which you will find
in thisletter will be answered. Not only zeal but learning and
knowledge died in this corrupt atmosphere, and so the church
all about usis dead, inert, unlearned, and filled with all kinds
of corrupt and divisive teachings. A church which is not taught
so they can grow and gain knowledge that they might do the
works so necessary for salvation is achurch without salt. Its
mission has been aborted and it is useless to the saving of
souls. Why learn if they can't use that which they learn? So the
people of God have turned away from Christianity into ador-
mant stultifying and worldly form of life which on the judg-
ment day will take their soulsto hell.

When Christianity is used as a method or means to
obtain alivelihood for those who preach it, it not only corrupts
those who do this but those who allow it. Our preachers need
to be converted to the gospel; they should examine their lives
to seeif they are still in THE faith. God did not intend that
man use the gospel for anything except to convert the lost,
converting them, training and teaching them, and when this
work isaccomplished he goes on repeating the same thing
until the end of his days. When those converted by his preach-
ing, are trained then some perhaps will follow the evangelist to
help him perform his labor of evangelizing.

But our people are not trained nor encouraged in this
kind of work which should be a part of thelife of al the peo-
ple of God. That which is practiced today is quite foreign to
God's plan; furthermore it will corrupt all those who use
Christianity for their own purposes. The church hasthe re-
sponsibility of supporting the EVANGELIST in his endeavors
in taking the gospel throughout all the world. But if he does
not receive the support necessary then he works to support
himself. He doesn't become a CHARGE TO THE CHURCH.
Neither DOES HE CHARGE THE CHURCH FOR HIS
SERVICES. Thisisthe only method whereby he stays a FREE
man and is not obligated to the church in any manner. By
God's method he can then always teach and preach the truth
regardless of what pressures may be put upon him. Thisway
he does not corrupt himself. And the church keepsitself from
sinning also. | Corinthians 8.

Today the gospel is used solely for gain of one kind
or another: and is misused and manipulated to keep the
preacher in good standing with the church where heis paid for
his preaching, as well as with the brotherhood at large so that a
living isinsured at all times, and he doesn't find himself with-
out ajob. The preacher finds himself in the position whereby a
good portion of histime isused in keeping the system working
which provides him with his livelihood. All the work which he
doesis motivated to agreat extent with thisin mind. He can-
not be a free man, not even an honest one, when the gospel of
Christ is so misused, and it usually completely corrupts him.

The purpose of saving the souls of the lost; and the
teaching and preaching to edify the church and cause it to
grow, islost in thisabortive custom which is practiced by all
the church. No wonder the church no longer works at the job
of saving souls and New Testament evangelism is dead, and
the gospel has been corrupted to the point that thereisa"fam
ine of the word of the Lord". Ignorance and unbelief permeate
al of the church. If the church was working asit should it
would be baptizing the lost by the thousands; instead thereis
just a sprinkling of baptisms; and this alone should beindica-
tive of the lost condition of those who follow this corrupt and
unscriptural procedure.

Once the church has fallen into ways not cast up by
the Lord it is helplessin effecting a change unless they heed
the warnings of God and turn away from that which isevil and
begin to function as the new Testament church, going from
place to place spreading the word, teaching and preaching the
pure gospel of Christ. There are two things most necessary to
begin areturn to the plan of God, first do away with the cor-
rupt preaching system and let the preachers go forth every-
where doing that which God has ordained that they do, con-
verting the lost and establishing churches where there are
none. Secondly, they must accept the function of the Holy
Spiritintheir livesthat He may help and comfort them in their
work. The church cannot function properly and spiritually
without the Holy Spirit in their lives that He may help and
comfort them in their work. And above al the church asindi-
vidual members must learn that they must do the works so
necessary for their own salvation; and they al so must be busy
teaching and preaching the word to the lost of thisworld.
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God scattered the Israelitesin His anger and cursed
and punished them for their many transgressions and unbelief.
But the scattering of God's people served His purpose-THEY
MOVED. They took their culture and their faith in the One
God into every land wherever they went. The heathen world
was made aware there was a greater POWER than man. And
that isthe work of the church today to go everywhere spread-
ing the gospel, living it, liking it, and turning alost world to
the glorious gospel of Christ. If we do not do thiswe will be
punished. God has spoken. We should fear Him with whom
we have to do; and work to spread the gospel everywhere. All

of the church must be zealous and do their part in saving souls.

The world then as now was lawless, immoral and
unmoral, degenerate, and violent. The conditions that exist
today in the world, and the lack of spirituality amongst the
members of the church, are similar to those with which Chris-
tians were confronted in New Testament times. The difference
isthat the church then was active, the people were in motion,
going everywhere preaching and teaching. THEY MOVED!
The gospel was taken all over the world. Today, due to the
paid preaching system (and many other unscriptural and
worldly practices and beliefs) the church isindolent, ignorant,
unconcerned, filled with unbelief and destitute of zeal.

The church is greatly responsible for the terrible con-
dition of the world today. By neglecting to go forth into every
hamlet and city, and into the highways and byways establish-
ing the church, converting and teaching the word of God, they
have sat idly by and watched the church deteriorate spiritually
until thereislittle resemblance left of the true church of
Christ. To provethislast assertion this letter which is being
written will not be received gladly; and to agreat extent it will
beignored although it containsirrefutable statements, and the
truth has not been distorted nor stretched. It should have the
effect of awakening the church to its many problems and make
them mindful of their great responsibility. Thisisitsintent and
hopefully and prayerfully we are sending it to all; though the
Bible teaches and illustrates throughout the history of the peo-
ple of God, that when His people have fallen into the sad spiri-
tual condition of the church today, few heeded the warnings
which God sent by his messengers and went backwardsin-
stead of forward spiritually. We do not anticipate much
change; and we are sure that the church will continue on its
wayward and corrupt course until it will lose that which iden-
tifiesit from the religious world around them.

True Christians should involve all of their livesin
living and doing the works of a Christian. Thereisno timefor
recreation, vacations, ball games, golf games, societies or
worldly organizations or pursuits of any kind, no matter how
worthwhile they might seem. We must of course add televi-
sion as one of the curses of the age. It dulls the mind, and
keeps Christians from studying their Bibles. It is an escape and
takes up the time of members of the church which should be
given in teaching Bible classes and personal contact (work)
with the lost, study, and all other works which should be our
recreation, our joy, our wholelife. "Be ye not conformed to
thisworld, but be yetransformed by the renewing of your
mind...." Also "If you lose your lifeyou'll find it; and if you
find your lifeyou'll loseit." And it would seem the church had

found itslifein worldly pursuits and pleasuresin idleness and
sin. And the mission of the church, whichisfor al the mem
bers of the body of Christ in the saving of souls of the lost has
been aborted.

Furthermore, the church has used its money to build
great edifices, unnecessary to the promulgating of the gospel.
Colleges have been built by individual aswell as collective
contributions of the church. Thisisin violation of the scrip-
tures. Colleges are not a scriptural medium for propagating the
truth. God's money and prosperity of whatever kind isto be
used for God's people and in the propagating of the gospel. Its
that simple. But the church has used it for everything from
football, colleges, recreation centers, tennis courts, records,
moving pictures; senseless gimmicks to make learning the
Bible easier, boxes in the vestibules, tripsto the 'holy land' (is
any land holy?) promotion schemesto sell books and maga-
zines, orphan homes, expensive television and radio programs,
kitchensin the church building, and expensive trips from one
church to another to hold exchange meetings. (For whatever
purpose it may be, it cannot be explained scripturally.) And so
what should be a holy group of people addicted to spreading
the gospel of Christ everywhere has degenerated into just an-
other religious group which haslost its saving power.

Most of the money of the members of the churchis
spent on automobiles, homes, furniture, and vacation trips and
trying to live as comfortably and worldly as the world about
them. Imagine Paul using his valuable timein involving him:
self in persuading members of the church to make useless and
expensive trips to the 'holy land'? Some preachers have buried
themselves more or lessin academic pursuits and in teaching
in collegesinstead of using their talents to involve themselves
in spreading the gospel and helping the church to do the same.
If the church would desist from saving all their money to sup-
port the preacher, they could support evangelists in establish-
ing congregations all over this nation where there are no
churches at the present. And where there are churches practi-
cally al of them areliberal. And what are we doing about it?
WEell, it is evident the church is getting closer and moving to-
wards aunion, not only with the liberals, but with the religious
world at large. We are holding meetings with them. Read
Gospel Guardian of August 1974 and see what we mean.

Worldliness of every kind has crept into the church
and this accounts for our lack of zeal, our materialistic and
carnal approach to everything of aspiritual nature; for preach-
erswho sell the gospel for aprice, the using of Christianity for
their own advantage and profit and above all ismore or less
the reason for the disintegration of the church asawhole. The
truth of the gospel has almost disappeared and that is one of
the prime reasons we differ on almost every Bible question
thereis; and do not comeinto an accord upon the simplest
scriptures. And also accounts for the movement, now in pro-
gress, towards a union not only with liberals but other reli-
gious groups. They are meeting now with denominational
preachers of various faiths; and seemingly proud and flattered
by this association with these men of the world, those who
teach and practice their own way and who are enemies of God.
Those who do such things have left the faith, and have de-
parted from the truth. Thisis of course only one of theindica-
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tions so apparent amongst us of the apostasy of the conserva-
tive portion of the church.

It isnot our desire to seem harsh or over critical; but
we attempt to speak the truth. That which has been said istrue;
and while living comfortably or well in thiswicked world is
no sin, it does become the substitute for the worthwhile and
meaningful life of sacrifice, suffering and hardwork, which is
anecessity if aChristian isto enjoy the reward of heaven.
Attending one or two Bible classes aweek and listening to the
lifeless and repetitious sermons of the paid preacher twice on
thefirst day of the week; and perhaps visiting the sick occa-
sionally and spending the rest of the time absorbed in our daily
living, family, etc. iSNOT the kind of Christ-like life which
brings the rewards of heaven. But it will inevitably |ead those
thus engaged into afiery hell. Remember the rich man inLuke
16.

Brother Wm. Wallace writing recently in the Gospel
Guardian gave alist of sixty-nine questions upon which the
conservative part of the church differs. Thisis most revealing
becauseif the church was sound and knew and taught the truth
most of these differences would disappear. But because we are
ignorant and unlearned and bereft of the Holy Spirit (who
guidesusinto all truth), we cannot come into agreement upon
the simplest of scriptures. All of these sixty-nine differences
are very easily answered if we know and BELIEVED THE
TRUTH. The church doesn't know the truth, much less do they
believeit. That iswhy they are being led into a path or way
which will take them completely from the truth of the gospel.

The "hat question” is not really a hat question at all.
The scriptures are teaching and proving that "it is a shame for
aman to have long hair”. But for years the brethren have
taught that the scriptures were dealing with whether or not a
woman has to cover her head when attending worship. They
could not seem to find the answer to avery simple part of the
Bible. Thereisno issue here....just plain ignorance or unbelief.
Thisis mentioned just to prove our assertion of the divisive
and unlearned condition of the church over asimple Bible
teaching.

Everyone of the sixty-nine questions upon issues of
the church and which the church does not agree upon are
plainly answerable by the Bible. All that isneeded isan in-
tense spiritual desire to know the truth and to search the scrip-
turesfor it. If we were not dead spiritually and the Holy Spirit
till functioned within our mortal frames; and we werein har-
mony with God in that we have taken care of our public and
private sins by turning away from them and walking in the
light as Christ walked in the light, then we would be in a posi-
tion to know the truth. Truth does not vary and does not con-
tradict itself. To have so many divergent opinions and view-
points upon so many subjects shows so clearly our lack of
truth and of our terrible lack of knowledge. Thisinitself isa
positive indication of the low and sickly spiritual condition of
the church, which is ready to have the candlestick taken away
fromit.

However, this very evident truth seemsto escape the
brethren today. It seems not to concern most of the preachers

or the members that we do not agree upon anything anymore;
or that we arein the midst of losing our identity as the church
of Christ. Except for the name thereislittle left of the true
gospel. Although most of the preachers amongst us cannot
agree upon avital subject such asthe "Holy Spirit" (aswell as
the sixty-nine questions presented by brother Wallace), it
seems to be taken for granted that we cannot comeinto an
accord on them; and we do nothing about this serious lack of
unity upon the word of God. We quibble and oppose each
other but seemingly cannot agree. There is something terribly
amiss amongst us when the brethren demonstrate such alack
of knowledge and such indifference towards it. We might con-
sider for amoment what would have happened to the truth
2,000 years ago if the apostles (12 of them) took for granted
that it was not possible to come into accord upon the scriptures
and all taught their own opinions. But of course they had the
Holy Spirit in them, and that made all the difference. | Corin-
thians 2:10-11 teaches us that to know the truth we must have
the Holy Spirit. The church rejects this although Acts 2:38 and
Acts 5:32 teach the Holy Spirit is given to al who obey.

Asan example the diverse views upon the Revelation
letter is proof of the lack of understanding and knowledge
amongst us. Rarely isthe Revelation letter studied; and if it is
there are almost as many viewpoints and opinions expressed
asthere are people participating in the class. Why? It isin the
Bible and God expects us to know and come into an accord
upon it. Thereforeit isour lack of spiritual discernment, lack
of the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and ignorance and unbelief
which accounts for our most evident failure to agree. When we
return to the old paths and give up our idols and unscriptural
practices and BELIEVE and REPENT of our evident lack of
faith and turn again to God, then we will be able to discern the
truth. 1 John 4:6. But without the basic and scriptural belief
upon the Holy Spirit and His function within the bodies of the
holy people of God, thereis no hope of returning to the truth.

This divergence of viewpoints upon so many vital
and important questions of the Bibleis one of the most appar-
ent evidences of our lack of Bibletruth. It accountsfor all the
things which have been written in this letter. If the church had
stayed with the truth then the church would be in accord upon
the work of God, and this|etter need not have been written.
The Holy Spirit is He who has been given to Christians so that
they might separate error from truth. | John 4:1-6. So it is evi-
dent that God intended that we come into an agreement upon
ALL scripture. Our failureto do so isthe evidence of our de-
parture from the truth in this generation. | Corinthians 2:9-16
teaches that if the Holy Spirit is functioning as He should
within our mortal bodies, and is not grieved because of sinin
our lives, we will know the things of God and will be enabled
to come into an accord upon them. Read also | John 2:20-21,
27.

"Women teachers' has already been answered in this
long letter; and there is no issue here either. Ignorance, wrong
teaching, and unbelief accounts for the very ugly blot upon
this church in their treatment of the women as an inferior sort
of member of the body of Christ. Thereis no such thing as an
"elder question”.... It'slack of learning and wrong teaching
which has confused and caused the church to err upon the kind
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of rule the elder must exercise over the children of God.

When the body of Christ began to weaken spiritually;
when the preachers and elders took over the government of the
church; and when those who preached |earned that Christian-
ity could be used as ameansto an end, (usually thiswas a
purely selfish and personal attitude) then all kinds of innova-
tions crept in. Eventually this caused the great apostasy. The
very foundations of the church were shaken. Materialism,
worldliness, hypocrisy, and false teaching and unbelief was
evident throughout ALL of the church. THE HOLY SPIRIT
WAS REJECTED, GRIEVED, RESISTED AND
QUENCHED.

Thus we begin to see how so many preachers can
preach upon the Holy Spirit and all come up with something
different; and NONE WITH THE TRUTH. There was no out-
cry at the evident lack of unity. None seemed particularly con-
cerned that there could be so many different answers why
there was not any accord amongst those who have the respon-
sibility of edifying the members of the church. "What is
truth?' "My word istruth." There are NO contradictions when
TRUTH istaught. And that includes the teaching or lack of it
upon the Holy Spirit, aswell asall other Bible questions.

Thelack of the Holy Spirit will answer this apathetic
callousindifference to error. Seemingly blindness set in when
it came to being aware of the inconsistent and glaring paucity
of knowledge amongst some of the leading preachers amongst
the brotherhood. This same spiritual blindness was apparent
when the thirteen prominent men met with the apostatized
brethren and fellowshipped with themin all their sins and
wickedness. Now their sins are very great and they need to
repent and acknowledge their iniquity before they attempt to
continue to preach to others. "Woe unto them that draw inig-
uity with cords of vanity, and sin asit were acart rope. Woe
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness
for light and light for darkness, and put bitter for sweet and
sweet for bitter." And so far none of these men have turned
away and repented and confessed their sinsin this grave trans-
gression of the truth. Romans 16:17-18. Inasmuch as our
learning is dependent upon the help of the Holy Spirit, itis
most evident that we have vexed ("grieved" Ephesians 4:30)
the Holy Spirit, because our ignorance and lack of wisdom and
unity is so obviously manifest. We are commanded not to
guench the Holy Spirit; although it is apparent that this has
been done. Division and unbelief are the result of this; and
both are plainly exposed in the teaching preaching and materi-
alistic approach to everything spiritual in the church today.

Attached to thislong letter is alesson on the Holy
Spirit. It iswholly scriptural and it is truth. It isamuch needed
lesson simply because the church is so ignorant and unbeliev-
ing. If the church does not change and turn away from their
love of money and reputation, and their many grave transgres-
sions of the law of Christ so that the Holy Spirit may again
work amongst them, they will, asthe liberals, go further and
further and deeper and deeper into sin. God will become their
enemy as He was the enemy of the I sraelites when they turned
from Hisword. Isaiah 63:10 reads: "But they rebelled, and
vexed His Holy Spirit; therefore He was turned to be their

enemy, and He fought against them." If we are wise we can
know it is better to have God fighting on our side rather then
against us. But so far the church haswillfully and inexorably
continued upon the road to ruin; and have rejected the work of
the Holy Spirit in this dispensation.

In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit did not dwell IN
the holy people of God. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit was
reserved as aspecia and glorious GIFT for those who live
holy and righteous lives under the dispensation in which we
now live as Christians. However, it iswell to note that while
not IN the saints of old He worked WITH them; but He also
could and did |eave them when they became rebellious and
refused to serve God ACCEPTABLY. | Samuel 16:14-23 and
we quote only one verse, "But the Spirit of the Lord
DEPARTED from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord trou-
bled him." so we find we may have the Holy Spirit but when
wereject him and refuse to believe in Him, and when we con-
tinue to disobey and no longer serve God, the HOLY SPIRIT
WILL LEAVE, NEVER TO RETURN. Hebrews 6:1-6 - -

Jude 18-20. But the church has gone further and further away
from the truth on the Holy Spirit, and now has almost com
pletely deteriorated into atotal state of unbelief of the Holy
Spirit. They not only reject His function and work in our mor-
tal bodies, thereby denying that He dwellswithin all holy peo-
ple of God. Brother Foy Wallace deniesin hisbook practically
every scripturesin the New Testament on the indwelling as
well as the function of the Holy spirit. He denies and does not
believe Acts 2:38, Acts 5:32, | Corinthians 6;19, | Thessaloni-
ans 4;8, and Romans 8:9-11.

The Holy Spirit has been busy doing His own work
ever since thefirst chapter of Genesis. He spoke through the
prophets of old; he was there whenever miracles were per-
formed; and He was with Samson, Elijah, King Saul, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Moses, Abraham, Jacob and hundreds of others too
numerous to mention, doing His part in the plan of God which
originated in heaven. Throughout the New Testament He was
prominently active in all the works so necessary in establish-
ing the church. In Acts 13:1-2 He directs Paul and Barnabasin
their work, speaking to them directly.

Hewas WITH the apostles and Hewas IN
them....John 15:17. On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit
was given to all who obeyed the gospel. Acts 2:38 and Acts
5:32. Inll Timothy 1:14 weread, "That good thing which was
committed unto thee keep by the Holy Spirit which dwelleth
IN us." And | John 4:4 confirmsthe indwelling of the Holy
Spirit. The most amazing thing isthat in spite of al the cumu-
lative evidence from Genesisto Revelation, the brotherhood as
awhole deniesthereality of the Holy Spirit; and rejects and
refuses to believe that He dwells within the mortal bodies of
al the saints. IN VIEW OF THE EVIDENCE WHICH
TEACHESTHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT ISA BEING, (part of
the Godhead) and not a nonentity thisis tantamount to unbe-
lief. To confuse the work of the Holy spirit and theword is
ignorance or unbelief or BOTH.

Inasmuch as we cannot come into accord without the
Holy Spirit's help,1st John 4:1 to 6 and 1st John 2:19-27, and
1st Corinthians. 2:10 to 14 it is not difficult to understand
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what our trouble is. We have vexed and rejected the Holy
Spirit and the church isleft bereft of His help, which is abso-
lutely essential if we areto stay on the straight and narrow
way. Those who disbelieve never explain how we "grieve the
Holy Spirit." Nor can they explain how the Holy Spirit Helps
our infirmities; nor can they explain how He makes interces-
sion for the saints with groanings which cannot be uttered.
Romans 8:26 and 27 --Romans 8:11 to 14. One hasto refuse

to believe the scriptures to continue to insist that the Holy
Spirit DOESNOTHING MORE THAN THAT WHICH THE
WORD CAN AND DOES DO. So we seethey are blinded to
the truth because they refuse to believe that the Holy Spirit
dwells IN the holy people of God. 1st Corinthians. 2:14 reads
"But the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of
God" and this verse adds "that the things of God are foolish to
him because he can not spiritually discern them." And he flees
from the unbelievers and the disobedient who reject Him and
confuse hiswork and the word and because of this the spiritual
things are hidden.

Y ou will find most of these scriptures on the Holy
Spirit in the lesson attached to this|etter, but we inserted them
aso here that we might make this observation viz; that it isno
wonder that the church cannot agree upon hardly any subject.
Not only isit difficult to understand why prominent men in the
church are making overtures and fellowshipping those who
long ago left the truth aswell asto thereligious world at large.
And it isunderstandable that in transgressing the very plain
scriptures which forbid such fellowship, that they should be
blinded by their disobedience and unbelief and would desire to
cause the church to follow them in their iniquity. Romans
1:32. From the study of the word of God it is plain that that
which happened to King Saul (and al who reject the Holy
Spirit and disobey and flaunt their sins and are not ashamed)
has happened to them. The rejection of the Holy Spirit which
has been caused by disobedience and unbelief, isthe key to all
of our troubles today.

Now that we understand the reason for the discord,
the unbelief, the ignorance, the apostasy, and the inability of
the conserv atives to seemingly agree upon hardly anything;
we will go into other teachings upon which we are divided and
prove that our differences are not caused because the scrip-
tures cannot be understood at all. Too many brethren amongst
the conservatives seem to think it doesn't matter that they hold
conservative as well asliberal viewpoints, or if the gospel is
taught in more than one way; or that it isn't important or nec-
essary to have the truth. They have left the old paths and
turned aside into the muddy waters of unbelief. On that path
thereis no hope, only misery, despair, and the inevitable tor-
ment of eternal damnation. They are carnal and the Holy Spirit
has departed from them - Jude 12, 13, and 19.

What about the war question? There is much contro-
versy over this question as well aslack of Bible knowledge.
There has been much fal se teaching about war. The answer is
as samplethat it takes ignorance or unbelief not to understand
and know the truth. James 4:1-4 in afew sentences dispels
forever the fal se teaching that the holy people of God can kill
and maim those whom God has created. "From whence come
wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of

your lusts that war in your members? Y e lust, and have not: ye
kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war,
yet ye have not, because ye ask not." The 4th versereads, "Ye
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of
theworld is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God."

Romans 8:1-17 is worthy of attention respecting lust
and fleshly desires; and we quote, "For they that are after the
flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded islife and peace. Because
the carnal mind is enmity AGAINST GOD: for it is not sub-
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that
arein the flesh cannot please God." Verse 13 reads, "For if ye
live after the flesh, ye shall DIE: But if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

Inasmuch as James teaches that war and fightings
come from the lust of the flesh, it is evident that a Christian
cannot indulge in killing or warring without living after the
flesh. There are three principles contained in these verses.
First that wars and fightings come from the lusts of the flesh
(there are no exceptions). Secondly the futility of war; with the
explanation fromGod, that to obtain the spiritual things does
not come from war and fighting. And last that to lust and fight
and war, is OF THE WORLD, and whosoever isafriend of
the world is an enemy of God.

The same motive, lust, which would impel Christians
to war and fight amongst themselves, is the same as that which
would compel him to fight and war asa FRIEND OF THE
WORLD. It is unnecessary to explain that to kill for the world
(and/or to be killed) would necessitate being afriend of the
world. And this would mean that whosoever should do so
would be following the lust of the flesh. And no man goesto
heaven by following the flesh; he must follow the spirit; and
killing and lust areinimical to the spiritual things of God. It
would be unreasonabl e to suppose that wars of the world are
caused by a purer motive than wars in the church. Are we to
believe that wars and fightings amongst the brethren are con-
demned, but the wars of the world have the approval of God?
ALL WAR ISCONDEMNED BY GOD.

Il Corinthians 10:3-4 agrees perfectly with James
4:1-4 and we quote, "For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-
holds." Ephesians 6:8-17 gives us the armor that al Christians
areto wear throughout all of their livesif they are to see
heaven...Our weapons are NOT CARNAL--but SPIRITUAL;
against which no power on earth can prevail. With God on our
side wefight the great fight of faith; and if we are to overcome
and be victorious we must obey the commandments of Christ.
Thereisno timeto be afriend of the world; furthermore, it
would be fatal to our hope of heaven. "Who so sheddeth man's
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” Thisis axiomatic. Itis
anirrefutable principle given in Genesis 9:6--that if aman
kills, he shall bekilled.

Thereforeit is evident from the scriptures that chil-
dren of God cannot be friends with the world and fight their
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battles, without becoming an enemy of God. When a Christian
deignsto follow hislustful nature and fight and kill at the
command of the government he violates the word of God.
Usually Romans 13 iswrested from its true meaning because
there are those in the church who are either ignorant or unbe-
lieving (and in some cases both) who are following the dic-
tates of the flesh instead of that of the Spirit. They are blind
and cannot see spiritually.

Many, because of this are led to believe that God set
up and/or upholds the governments of the world. Whereisthe
law which governsthe world? 1t isNOT in the Bible. It is
made by man and the man-made laws of all governmentsfrom
the beginning until now wereinstituted by MAN. Many of the
laws everywhere are in direct violation of the law of Christ,
such as marriage and divorce, killing, murder, war and many
others. Thelaw of man serves another purpose entirely. When
they do not conflict with the law of God we are commanded to
obey them. However, when they do, we are commanded to
disobey them. To kill at the behest of any government isto
disobey the law of Christ, and a Christian could not obey such
without sinning.

Unlesswe can find in the New Testament, com-
mandments to the effect that Christians can kill, we cannot
war and fight. AND THERE ARE NO SCRIPTURES THAT
REMOTELY TEACH that aholy child of God could KILL
AND MURDER those whom God has created. God saysin
Romans 12:19-21 that "vengeance is mine, saith the Lord, |
will repay." We are to overcome evil with good. James 3:16-
18 reads, "For where envying and strifeis, there is confusion
and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from aboveisfirst
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypoc-
risy. And the fruit of righteousnessis sown in peace of them
that make peace.”

If we are to be blessed with the fruits of righteous-
ness then we are forced to live aholy, righteous life. War and
strife, killing and destroying do no go with peace, gentleness,
mercy, love, joy, longsuffering, and faith. Galatians 5:22-23.
Thefruits of the Spirit, love, peace, gentleness, mercy, etc.
cannot be found on the battlefield. Romans 13:1-8 is used by
the warmongers in the church to uphold their claim that Chris-
tians must obey their government and kill when they are so
ordered. It isimpossible in these versesto find ONE WORD
that remotely suggests that a Christian can go to war and kill.
If there was such an exegesis possible then we would have a
contradiction of the scriptures. All the scriptures which have
been used on this page and the preceding ones definitely teach
that God is our Avenger and that we areto live peaceable,
holy, active livesin trying to save the lost. Furthermore we are
taught that war and fighting comes from the lust of the flesh;
and a Christian cannot live by the flesh and inherit heaven.

It would be a contradiction of all Bible teaching to
believe that Romans 13 teaches that God ordained or was re-
sponsible for, or set-up or gave divine approval to the gov-
ernments of man. From the beginning, God has had His own
people who followed Hislaws. The governments of men be-
gan with Nimrod and have always originated in the mind of

man. God has His kingdom today, Christ is Head over it, and
the laws which govern the church come from the Bible. The
devil is prince of thisworld John 14:30 and John 12:31. It
would be contradictory to teach that God would ordain that
over which the devil is prince; and over which worldly and
wicked men rule under Satan's influence and dictates.

For these reasons we would haveto look for adiffer-
ent meaning of Romans 13:1. The word 'ordain' has many
meanings. One of whichis"to allow". Thisiswhat God does.
He alows the wicked and man-instituted governments to
flourish and rule under Satan's |eadership. However, the Bible
teaches that God's power is extended not only over His own
kingdom, but also (when He desires) Heinterferes and utilizes
and manipulates the devils kingdom in carrying out His own
(God's) plans. The fourth verse of the thirteenth chapter
clearly confirmsthis exegesis.

"For he (the powers or the rulers) isthe minister of
God to thee for good. But if thou do that which isevil, be
afraid; for he (the ruler) or government beareth not the sword
invain; for heisthe MINISTER OF GOD, A REVENGER
TO EXECUTE WRATH UPON HIM THAT DOETH EVIL."
First we learn that the governments of the world carry the
sword: and history and present day events substantiate this
statement. The world has always been at war and always will
be. However, inasmuch as the governments which indulge in
war for their own profit and to fulfill their lust for money and
power, arein the devil's realm, God utilizes this great power to
His own purposes. The world isa REVENGER to execute
God'swrath against ALL WHO DO EVIL. A confirmation of
thiswill befound all through the OLD Testament and in the
Revelation letter. God has so ordained that the powers that be,
serve His purposes when He so wills.

The great power of Nebuchadnezzar was broken by
God. The great Pharaoh of Egypt saw and felt the power of
God; and hewas finally drowned along with all the chariots
and men who followed with him. Also the women of Egypt
constrained by God to give up their jewels, their gold and
their raiment to the people of God before they left Egypt.
Exodus 3:21-22. God gave Samson power over hisenemies;
and we could go on for pagesto tell of the power of God asHe
utilized and interfered in the affairs of the devil's kingdom.
Daniel 2:21 reads, "And He changeth the times and the sea-
sons: He removeth kings and setteth up kings; he giveth wis-
dom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know under-
standing." Daniel 5:21 confirmsthis.

Romans thirteen also teaches that God still interferes
in the affairs of the world; and he still utilizes that whichisin
the devil'srealm for His own purposes when He so wills. We
could continue along this line but thisis sufficient for the pur-
pose. The Bible does not teach that God set up the govern-
ments of the world. He did ordain that their power should be
and is utilized by Him to execute His wrath upon the rebel-
lious and the wicked. Thisincludes also His own people if
they do evil. He did not intend that this power of the world be
used wherein His own people would be led into the false belief
that they should be a party to the vengeance that God designed
for theworld in executing His wrath against the wicked. This
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is proven when He said "V engeance is mine". Therefore God's
people could be free of hat and vengeance and be able to pur-
suetheir holy, dedicated, and active livesin His servicein
saving the world. He never designed or does the word of God
teach, that Christians should go forth and take part in the kill-
ing of the wicked. Thiswas reserved for those who are a part
of the devil's kingdom, and who are already |ost.

In Revelation 6:1-10 and we quote the 4th and 8th
verses, "And there went out another horse that was red: and
power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the
earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was
given unto him agreat sword.” Verse 8, "And | looked and
behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death;
and Hell followed with him. And Power was given unto them
over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger and with death, and with the beasts of the earth."
While the rulers of the earth may make war, death, hunger and
the sword follow inits wake and their sword, which iswielded
by man in direct defiance to God, is used by God to
EXECUTE HISWRATH AGAINST EVIL DOERS. Chris-
tians have no part in this.

In Revelation 9 chapter 1-21 again God's power over
the evil spiritsis manifested by using them to carry out His
commands in punishing evil men. God visited plagues upon
the wicked and unrepentant and we read thisin verses 20 and
21. "and therest of the men which were not killed by these
plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they
should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and
brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear,
nor walk; Neither REPENTED THEY OF THEIR
MURDERS, NOR OF THE SORCERIES, NOR OF THEIR
FORNICATION, NOR OF THEIR THEFTS." In conjunction
with thisread chapter 13 of Revelation, it will be revealing.

In prophecy Isaiah 2:1-4 we learn for our edification
that when the house of the Lord is established in the last days
that God's people would no longer lift up the sword against
other nations "neither shall they learn war anymore." Wherein
we are taught that God's people were not to go to war any-
more. If they couldn't war against the corrupt, heathen nations
at the commandment of God, as once they did, surely thereis
no scripture to prove that they can kill their fellowman at the
behest of an earthly ruler, in these last days. If the church will
make an honest and diligent study of the Bible that they might
come into the truth of this particular subject, it will be found
that those who teach and advocate the killing of mankind by
participating in wars made by these who know not God, have
been teaching falsely.

Some will say that we must obey our government.
Peter told the authorities when they commanded him to desist
from preaching the gospel, " Shall we obey man or God"? The
holy child of God will not transgress the commandments of
Christ even if it means resisting those in high places. How-
ever, God has exceedingly blessed the church by allowing us
to live under a benign government, one which has provided an
escape from this dilemma by passing alaw which allowed
those who were true followers of Christ to lawfully refuse to
participate in wars and fightings. Thislaw isfor those who can

prove that they conscientiously object to killing because their
faith is God and His commandments would make it impossible
to conscientiously partake of that which isinimical to apure
and holy life. So thereis no scriptural excuse for killing indi-
vidually or collectively.

A great deal of thisletter has been devoted to this
subject of Christianskilling at the behest of the government
under which they live. And rightly so because there is so much
false teaching, aswell as prejudicein favor of it; and itistime
that the church of God came into arealization that they cannot
continue in their traditional and unscriptural view pointswith-
out losing their souls. If we can't understand the position of a
Christian under agovernment which usesits sword for what-
ever purpose it deemsright, then we are carnal and cannot see
afar off. We miss the whole purpose of our lives as holy peo-
ple of God. We should be busy day and night doing the works
of God. The works of God do not include killing those whom
we are called upon to save. The mission of the churchisto
savethelost not kill them.

Because this question is so greatly misunderstood,
and so many do not believe the Bible but approach the subject
of killing from acarnal viewpoint, it seemed most important
and vital, if the church isto return to the old paths, that this
problem should be once and for all taken care of. Even Christ
couldn't make the unbeliever believe, and neither can that
which iswritten here MAKE the carnal man change his think-
ing. Only a meek and humble and contrite spirit, onewhichis
more concerned about going to heaven when thislife hereis
ended, than with killing his fellow man while here on earth,
will be susceptible to the message of peace and love taught in
the commandments of Christ.

Christ was called the Prince of Peace. We cannot live
peaceful, busy livesin the service of the Master, and take time
out to involve ourselvesin the bloody, inhuman act of killing
those whom Christ cameto save. Our duty isto teach, preach
and work to save the lost. War and fightings, violence and
bloodletting are not a part (and never could be) of aholy peo-
ple. Peace and love are an intricate inviolate part of a Chris-
tian'slife. Peaceisafruit of the Holy Spirit and cannot be
found where there iswar and violence. We have a battle to
win while here on earth and it is the battle to save our souls.
The brethren should be more concerned about their souls and
leave the world to their own devices. "Entangle not yourselves
in the affairs of thislife..." Il Timothy 2:4.

"Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and
to God the things that are God's." Our lives belong to God.
Our citizenship isin heaven. No man on earth has any power
over us to make us do that which the commandments of God
teach us not to do. We give to the government under which we
live obediencein all things which pertain to our physical and
material lives. Those things of aspiritual nature come before
that of the earthy. So when a Christian is faced with making a
choice between God and the government, he MUST CHOOSE
GOD. Itisvery simpleif webelievein God and TRUST in
Him.

Inlooking at the church as awholeit has gone far
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away from the truth. Fundamentally we have strayed away
from Christ's commandments into a maze of traditional and
unscriptural teachings and practices. Individually we have
become an ignorant people (if not, not only the 69 differences
and fal se teaching Which brother Wallace Mentions, but many
others as well, could not have become our way of life); and
because of ignorance, we could not grow and develop into
adults spiritually. Therefore not only are we ignorant, we are
not spiritual. There were eight souls saved when Noah entered
into the ark. How many brethren today would be saved in such
adivided and unbelieving state? The war question isonly an-
other subject which because of ignorance and unbelief, the
church in many instances has accepted. It isjust another mani-
festation of how far the church has deviated from the truth.

The church agrees on very little anymore. For in-
stance, public confession has become ararity amongst the
church members. In most places, it is discouraged and many
places discontinued almost entirely. We can only say afew
things about this and other subjects asthisletter hasattained a
length which is prohibitive. Originally much of what isin this
letter was intended for abook but there is not time for that.
Therefore, we must get ready to bring it to an end. However,
there are afew things on confession which are most applicable
and necessary at thistime seeing that the churchisfull (eve-
rywhere) of those who have not confessed their public sins
and therefore are in sin. Public sin must be repented of and
confessed publicly.

The principle of public confessionis set down in the
Old Testament and is continued in the New Testament. Leviti-
cus 5:1-19 and we quote verse 5, "And it shall be, when he
shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that
he hath sinned in THAT THING." Numbers 5:7 confirms the
above verse and we quote, "Then THEY SHALL CONFESS
THEIR SIN WHICH THEY HAVE DONE: and he shal rec-
ompense his trespass with the principle thereof..." Nehemiah
9:1-38 (but especially verses 1 to 3) show all Israel stood and
confessed their sins, and the third versereads, "And they stood
up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the Lord
their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part
the CONFESSED and WORSHIPPED the Lord their God."

Wefind here that the sin committed was confessed
when all Israel was assembled. Furthermore, public confession
was followed by worship. The same principle of cleansing
oneself before worship under the Christian dispensation is
foundin | Corinthians 11:23-34, and we quote the 28 and 29
verses, "But let aman examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drin-
keth unworthy, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not
discerning the Lord's body." So one must be clean when par-
taking of the Lord's Supper. Of course, thisincludes both pri-
vate and public sins. However, if oneis careless about con-
fessing the sins which they have committed publicly, no doubt
the private sins would be neglected also.

Thiswould mean, of course, that a Christian's prayers
would be hindered, and if continued in sin indefinitely, it
would mean that the Holy Spirit would be grieved and God
would not hear. Therefore, confessing the sin or sins which

have been committed and which are of a public nature, isan
absol ute necessity before one can be forgiven by either the
church or God. The principleistaught in Luke 17:3 and Mat-
thew 18:15-17. Therefore if a sin between two brethren must

be taken care of between the two, and if the offender repents,
heisthen forgiven; then the same principle, if followed, could
and would take care of more than two or three brethren. And if
asin isagainst the church, it would have to be taken before the
whol e church. the members of the church could not forgive the
sinner if he did not specify hissin. It is necessary to confess
"the sin which they have done."

In 1l Corinthians 7:7-16, thereis an example of al the
church confessing their lack of mercy and their absence of
concern over afornicator in their midst. They repented and all
of them told all the church about it. "Now | rejoice, not that ye
were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye
were made sorry after agodly manner that ye might receive
damage by usin nothing. For behold this selfsame thing, that
ye sorrowed after agodly sort, what carefulnessiswrought in
you, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what re-
venge! IN ALL THINGS YE HAVE APPROVED
YOURSELVESTO BE CLEAR IN THISMANNER." For
Paul to commend them and to KNOW they had cleared them-
selves of their sins; HE WOULD HAVE HAD TO KNOW
WHAT THEY HAD CONFESSED. Thisaccount issimilar to
the account in Nehemiah 9:1-3, then all Israel confessed their
sinspublicly.

If more of this soul cleansing was done today, it
would surely do away with agreat many sins. It would be
helpful in getting the church back into the old paths. God is
not pleased with His children when they do not obey Him.
When the church does not consistently resort to public confes-
sion, repenting, and exposing their sins that they might be
cleansed and the church refreshed, their prayers are hindered.
Sins are not done away with because the sinner is sorry for the
sin. Public confession isthe only scriptural method whereby
the one who has sinned publicly can have hissinsforgiven. To
neglect to confess, not only that one has sinned, but also what
the sinner has done, means that the sinis not forgiven. Public
sins are forgiven when the sinner has cleared himself of the sin
and told the church the sin or sins committed. How could the
church forgive the sinner unless he was made aware of the
sin?

There are those in the church who will argue against
aswell asrefuse to accept the scripturesin that when public
confession is made, the sin must be defined or explained.
However, the Bible teaches that the sinner must repent of the
sin before forgiveness can be given. Luke 17:3-4. Unless the
onewho is confessing sin tellswherein they erred, it would be
impossible to know whether or not they had repented. And
there is no forgiveness without repentance. The whole church
was gathered together and told about the fornicator. No one
hid anything. Some of the members had trouble with their
carnal natures and Paul had to rebuke them because they were
reluctant to forgive the repentant brother. 11 Corinthians 2:1-
11. Unless we knew the nature of the sin perhaps we would
never know either, whether our carnal nature would prevail
over our spiritual, if we weren't tested. We could not be tested
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unlesswe knew WHAT the sinner had done, and seeif we
were willing to forgive him regardless of the nature of the sin.

The preachers are more or less responsible for the
false aswell asthelack of scriptural teaching upon this very
important subject. There wouldn't be so many adulterers and
adulteresses, twice and thrice married, sitting amongst the
Saintsif strong and sound preaching was given upon thisim
portant matter. There wouldn't be liberals who have aposta-
tized away from the truth amongst the Saints and who have
not cleared themselves by confessing their many sins and their
wayward conduct if the preachers exposed them and taught
they should publicly confess their sins. Therefore, the church
isfull of sinand many will be held responsible on the judg-
ment day especially those who have not warned those who are
sinners and taught public confession. Read Ezekiel 3:17-21.

The practice of segregation isablight upon the
church and the church will be punished for thisinexcusable
and unjustifiable offense against the colored brethren. We
have not taken heed to the scripturesin Galatians 3:28, "There
is neither Jew nor Greek, thereis neither bond nor free, there
isneither male nor femae FORYE ARE ALL ONE IN
CHRIST JESUS." We do not have to look to the south to see
this pernicious and unrighteous practice flourishing in all of its
ungodly aspects but segregation of the black brethrenis prac-
ticed practically everywhere. The colored brethren are not
rejected because of any offenses they have done but because
they are black. Thereis neither Jew nor Greek. God is not a
respecter of persons.

Segregation is caused by prejudice and by false
teaching and lack of love, all of which arefatal to a Christian's
hope of heaven. Then, too, we find prejudice amongst the Ne-
gro brethren also. However, the Negro has been so discrimi-
nated against that one can at least sympathize and understand
his prejudice although not condoning it. If the brethren asa
whole had made the effort to include the colored brethren in
their fellowship and had given them the brotherly love they
should have and had watched and worked with them, the
prejudice would have disappeared on both sides. Furthermore,
theriots, the burnings, the killings and the violence so preva-
lent amongst these discriminated people would have been
greatly minimized if the church throughout the United States
had been busy working and converting them to Christ which
they have not done. Instead they ignored them and practiced
segregation and failed to give them love and fellowship as
Christ commanded. So the poor Negro has been neglected.
They have not been taught the pure gospel of love and con-
verted to Christianity and has taken the violent way which will
in the end be his destruction.

We have practiced something which isentirely for-
eign to the gospel and have segregated ourselves from our
Negro brethren. The preachers have failed to teach the proper
love for ALL the brethren and have encouraged as well as
practiced segregation and discrimination against therace asa
whole. For this God will punish those who have disobeyed His
law. Sin and division cannot enter heaven and those who have
shown lack of love and have separated themsel ves because of
color from their black brethren are guilty of both. Itistimewe

got busy practicing the law of Christ and turn from the error of
our ways and clear up this unchristian unbelief and practice.
We aretaught in Christ's law that we know we have God when
we love the brethren. Our lack of love for our Negro brethren
is demonstrated by our unchristian actions.

Does the church practice segregation in the south?
We know they do. They will be held accountable to God on
the judgment day for this. The truth of the gospel cannot be
taught if love and fellowship are left out of it. Would Christ
have practiced segregation if He were here on earth? In Gal.
2:9to 14 Peter did that which most of the church of Christ
lendsitself to, he segregated himself (with others of the breth-
ren) from his Gentile brethren. Whether there were Negroes
amongst the Gentile brethren is not important. The point is and
the lesson so designed for usis that separation from the breth-
ren of whatever race or nationality isforbidden by God. Peter
withdrew and separated himself from these brethren because
of prejudice and fear (same reasons the brethren today excuse
themsel ves for their shameful actions), and Paul rebuked them
BEFORE ALL, including Peter, because they "WALKED
NOT UPRIGHTLY ACCORDING TO THE TRUTH OF
THE GOSPEL."

Will brethren who persist in this pernicious and ugly
separation of brethren in direct violation of the scripturesin-
herit eternal life? Would Peter if be had defied Paul and per-
sisted in his ungodly and prejudicial violation of the truth and
refused to turn away from such have inherited eternal life? All
sinisatransgression of the law of Christ. And we are com
manded to fellowship with all those who walk in the light of
Christ's teachings. 1st John 1:7. How can we hypocritically
say we love the brethren and refuse to associate or fellowship
with them. This execrable and detestabl e transgression of the
law of Christ should be taken care of and the brethren taught
and exhorted to turn from this evil, repent of thissin, and be-
ginto remedy it by obeying the gospel.

To agreat extent the preachers and elders are respon-
sible for this horrendous blot of unscriptural action against
their colored brethren. If they would have courageously, not
only in the south but everywhere taken a stand against such a
cruel demonstration of prejudice and lack of love, teaching the
truth and rebuking those who segregated themselv es walking
not uprightly before God, they would no doubt have converted
thousands of the Negro people to Christ. And today the black
picture of violence, demonstrations, riots and murder might
have been if not completely avoided, at least minimized.

Those who set the example by practicing segregation against a
brother because of the color of his skin, do not walk uprightly
before God. No man shall enter heaven who divides the people
of God for any reason whatever. The apostles aswell as Chris-
tians gave their lives to promulgate the gospel; and if showing
love to our fellowman and fellowshipping our brethren in spite
of hatred and opposition, it might have, and no doubt would
cause, is no excuse before God or man for refusing to stand
upon the word of God and fight for the truth.

Another of the many reasons that the church walks
not uprightly and according to the gospel of Christ isthe lack
of sound teaching and preaching. When our own preaching
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and teaching in the church are practically profitless asfar as
growth spiritually is concerned, it istime for usto take alook
at ourselves. Lack of study isindicative of lack of interest and
the result is spiritual apathy and indifference. And thisisthe
overall picture of the church. What is taught and preached
lacks spirit; it does not edify and therefore the church cannot
grow spiritually. When the people of God are not taught prop-
erly and are bored and restless, they will turn to worldly pur-
suits and interests. And they are not taught properly nor scrip-
turally on practically every subject being considered in this
letter. And they are bored with what they hear (ask them), and
they are unlearned.

The church of Christ no longer has, nor doesit teach
TRUTH. The proof of thisliesin thelack of knowledge and
the division amongst the conservatives upon almost all sub-
jects TRUTH CANNOT BE SUPPORTED BY ANYTHING
EXCEPT TRUTH. Which means of course that whatever we
believe or teach, we must be ready and willing to uphold by
the scriptures. But isthe church in a position to do this? Can
those who practice segregation prove such by the Bible? Can
the preachers who teach that the men "run the church"; and
who usually practice an elder-preacher rule, prove this type of
rule by the Bible?

The members of the church have aright to question
and ask for Bible answers from those who are doing the
preaching. But thisis considered almost tantamount to heresy
by the preachers of today; and if amember persistsin such he
isusually slandered and called a"trouble-maker". Whatis
even worse isthat more often the church is completely indif-
ferent to the differences and diverse and contradictory stands
upon any and almost every subject which istaught in the con-
gregations. We should know our Bible and we should be ready
and willing to take a stand for the truth. We are commanded to
"contend for the truth”. But this can hardly be done seeing that
the church isignorant and the preachers are content to have it
s0. Individually and collectively we should take scriptural
stands upon all subjects aswell asthose that are mentioned in
thisletter. But thisisararity because "there is afamine of the
word of the Lord"; and it is evident that the church no longer
STANDS FOR THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL.

Areweto completely lose our identity? It is the con-
clusion of the church in Spring Valley that thisis more or less
aready true, if we'll face the facts. The evident and alarming
confirmation of this statement is proven by the manifest un-
scriptural fellowship with theinstitutional societies; and the
many diverse viewpoints aswell as superficial type of teach-
ing upon almost all subjects. Also seemingly thereis not too
much opposition to fellowshipping the apostatized brethren
manifested by the church. The division within the conservative
ranksis already afact, and the apostasy evidenced by the ten-
dency of preachersin the church to associate with thosein the
religious world who teach and practice that which cannot be
found in the Bible.

We believe God isready to remove the candlestick if
the church does not repent and turn away from the paid
preacher system which has corrupted practically all those who
have lent themselvesto it, and return to the new Testament

plan of evangelism, aswell as correct and restore the TRUTH
on al that isincorrectly taught and that which has been per-
verted. It would seem the church, which is unlearned, weak,
torn from within by false teaching aswell asthe divisive plans
of some of the leading brethren who are working to bring a
union or alliance betweenthe institutional societies and con-
servatives, isill equipped to fight such dangerousinnovations.
It is evident more and more churches are moving towards this
unholy alliance with the apostatized brethren. Some arein the
process of losing their identity and some have already lost it.

The evidence of this condition is monumental. In San
Diego and environs the situation is acute. Practically all the
churches have apostatized from the truth; and the condition of
those calling themselves conservativesis that of most of them
asrepresented in thisletter, and there are not many of them.
And they are without zeal and plagued with all the unscrip-
tural practices and the lack of sound teaching evidenced by the
conservative churches everywhere. When money is practically
the soleincentive for existence; and the goal is supporting the
preacher and building expensive edifices; and the work con-
sists of little except holding "meetings"' which profit little, and
their only excuse for being held at all is primarily monetary,
then it istime we awakened from the deep sleep which we are
in and realized our forlorn and lost condition.

We read in Judges 16:20 these words, "And she said,
the Philistines be upon thee Samson. And he awoke out of his
sleep, and said, | will go out as at other times before, and
shake myself. And he wist not THAT THE LORD WAS
DEPARTED FROM HIM." Itishigh time that the church
awakened from the deadly apathy which has enveloped it be-
foreitistoo late. Or perhapsit would be well to ask HAS
THE LORD ALREADY DEPARTED, and are we as Samson,
because of our sins, not aware of it? It would seem that the
tongue talking (which is being accepted by some herein San
Diego), and casting out of demons and the belief in prophesy-
ing and other devilish manifestations, would be awarning to
all of the body of Christ. It is an awesome evidence of the aw-
ful and devilish corruption of the church. We should awaken
from our complacency. These people who have completely
left the truth were once a part of what is known as the conser-
vative church.

And we continue further to outline some of the dif-
ferences amongst us by asking where can we find such organi-
zations as "foundation supporting preachers" or "United fund
drives' inthe Bible. It'salmost impossible to believe that such
things as mini-skirts, swim suits, recreation resorts, wearing of
shorts by members of the church publicly (modesty?), smok-
ing, social drinking, working in the liquor industry, whether
Christians can participate in killing their fellowman, attending
movies, buying church bonds, dancing, fellowship halls, litiga-
tion against brother, the question of divorce and remarriage, as
well asthe many and varied and diverse views and teaching of
the Revelation letter, should trouble the church. These are only
asmall fraction of the questions upon which we are divided.

The aboveisonly added proof of what has been said
in thisletter. Everyone of these questions are answered by the
Bible and are easily understood. The Bible has all the answers.
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Our ignorance and unbelief isdisplayed in al of itsinconsis-
tent and distressing aspects by these questions and these dif-
ferences. If the church was taught properly; if it had continued
walking in the light of the truth, these questions would never
have had to be asked; and if they were they would have been
answered by the word of God. No wonder the church, divided
upon practically everything, isworldly and unbelieving and
has practically lost itsidentity as a church of Christ.

It isevident that the church has fallen upon evil days
and is no longer guided by the Holy Spirit. In rejecting the
Holy Spirit the church hasin reality rejected God and Christ.
How long will God suffer such a condition without punishing
the evil doers? Because punishment isinevitable. The bible
teaches over and over that when God's people reach the low
spiritual state, where discord, division, complacency, worldli-
ness, covetousness and ignorance of Hisworld are rampant,
then the candlestick is ready to be taken out. Revelation Chap-
ters 2 and 3. Read this and see the church of today. It should
frighten the church but it is doubtful that they can even believe
or apply these scriptures to themselves.

When the Holy Spirit is rejected then knowledge and
truth disappear, zeal lags and blindnesssetsin. Without the
Holy Spirit we cannot separate truth from error. 1st John 4:4-6
teaches the Holy Spirit makes it possible for the church to
have the truth and come into an accord upon it. But the church
does not believe these scriptures. 1st John 2:20-21 reads "But
ye have an unction (Holy Spirit) from the Holy One, and ye
know all things. | have not written unto you because ye know
NOT the TRUTH, but because ye KNOW it, and no lieis of
thetruth." With the aid of God's Gift we can KNOW ALL
THINGS, and can separate lies from truth.

It is manifest even to those who are not spiritually
alert that the church does not agree upon the truth, in fact has
little accord or learning or wisdom, and isindifferent, asa
whole, to the obvious and plainly discernible division amongst
the conservatives. That most of the conservatives will follow
those brethren who are in favor of acoalition or aliance or a
"partial fellowship" with theinstitutional societies, who are
the enemies of God, is aforegone conclusion. The proof of
thisisthat without the Holy Spirit they cannot win the battle
of faith. God is not on the side of those who have rejected and
vexed and grieved and resisted His Holy Spirit. And without
God as our Helper we are lost.

The Israeliteslost their battles when God wasn't with
them and we will lose the battle to preserve the truth and keep
the identity of the church in these perilous times unlesswe
awaken to the danger and the spiritual blindness which has
enveloped practically all of the church. If we do not do this,
and this we cannot do without the aid of the Holy Spirit, the
prospects of keeping alive the TRUTH of the GOSPEL in this
generation are slim. We must come into a knowledge of the
truth, and all speak the same thing and be of the same judg-
ment and the same mind. When thisis done we won't be quib-
bling over practically every subject, but wewill all bein ac-
cord as God has commanded.

We must turn back to the old paths, and begin taking

steps to change our materialistic and traditional teaching and
preaching which prevails throughout the brotherhood. If not,
the wrath of God will be aroused against the children of dis-
obedience. Ephesians. 5:6-18. READ In Jeremiah. 23:1-40 and
we quote verses 11 and 12, "For both prophet and priest are
profane; yea, in my house have | found their wickedness, saith
the Lord, Wherefore their way shall be unto them a slippery
ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein:
for | will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visita-
tion, saith the Lord," Brethren let's turn away from the evil of
our doings beforeit istoo late. These words are words of
warning to usin this generation if we will but heed them.

The Spring Valley church of Christ believesthere are
afew who have not defiled their garments of righteousness;
"and they shall walk with Me in white; for they are worthy."
Rev. 3:4 We believe as this verse teaches that only afew have
kept their robes spotless and are walking in the light of
Christ's commandments. The church must ask itself if (indi-
vidually) they can prove that that which is practiced and
taught in their particular congregation is scriptural; and that
they can confirm it by the Bible. If we areto all "speak the
samething" and "be of the same mind and same judgment” we
must be sure that those who do the preaching and the teaching
"speak asthe oracles of God." If the church iswatchful and
diligent in their study there won't be sixty-nine questions (each
one probably having 69 answers) because the people of God
having knowledge will al comeinto an accord as the gospel
commands. 1st Cor.1:10.

"Let ustherefore, as many as be perfect, be thus
minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall
reveal even thisunto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have al-
ready attained, LET USWALK BY THE SAME RULE, let us
mind the same thing." Phil. 3:15-16. Verses 18-19 read, "For
many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, THAT THEY ARE THE ENEMIES OF THE
CROSS of Christ. Whose end is destruction, whose god is
their belly and whose glory isin their shame, who mind
earthly things." The church must study and be watchful of
those things which are taught. The preachers need to heed that
which Paul has said above, and eval uate their motives and
their lives by the scriptures. The emphasisis upon how much
the salary will be; and how much the collection is each week,
rather than how many souls have been added to the kingdom.
The bulletin boards confirm this statement.

When men make their salary the most important con-
cern; and who rotate from one established church to another,
rather than taking the gospel into the regions and states where
it has never been heard, the great purpose of God in spreading
the word and converting the lost is defeated. And because of
the paid preacher system amongst us evangelismis practically
dead. Before the church can fulfill its mission upon this earth
the paid preacher SY STEM must be abolished: before those
who preach can be free men dedicated to promulgating the
gospel EVERYWHERE, evangelism (bible evangelism) must
be reinstituted. When thisis done the pure word of God will
be reinstated; and the traditional and materialistic concept
whichistaught in almost all congregations, will disappear.
And this cannot be done until there is an acceptance of the
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spiritual things of God; and a recognition of the work and
function of the Holy Spiritin our lives.

In Romans 15:20 weread, "Y ea, so have | strived to
preach the gospel, NOT WHERE CHRIST WASNAMED,
lest | SHOULD BUILD UPON ANOTHER MAN'S
FOUNDATION; But asit iswritten, To whom He was NOT
SPOKEN OF, they shall see: and they THAT HAVE NOT
HEARD SHALL UNDERSTAND." Paul preached and prac-
ticed New Testament evangelism, and these verses are for the
preachers of the gospel then and NOW. And the preachers of
the church of Christ neither heed nor obey them. Il Corin-
thians 10:15-16 and we quote the 16th verse, "TO PREACH
THE GOSPEL IN THE REGIONS BEYOND Y OU, and not
to boast in another man's line (province) of things made ready
to our hand.” Paul, nor any other evangelist goes to the con-
gregations which have already been established; but he took it
into regions where it had never been heard. Men serve their
belliesinstead of serving and fulfilling the purpose of God.
They use the gospel to provide them with the things of this
world; instead of preaching to save the souls of thelost in
places where it has not been heard.

Thisletter is not an indictment of all preachers per-
haps; but it is aclear and honest attempt to bring before the
church some of the very apparent digressions, trends, and de-
partures of the church asit istoday. Many have warned before
of obvious drifting away from New Testament truth. Every
preacher should evaluate hislife and its motives by the New
Testament pattern. Every member of the church should get
busy questioning, studying, and begin working at the great and
glorious mission of converting the lost beforeit istoo late.

The warnings being given by others aswell asthe Spring Val-
ley church of Christ, should not be dismissed as the rantings or
the ravings of those who do not know what they are talking
about. To do thiswould not be wise; furthermore, it would not
betrue. We are willing as abody of Christians, who are dedi-
cated to promulgating the gospel, and who are hopeful of at-
taining eternal lifein the hereafter, of contending for and up-
holding everything that has been written in thisletter.

Furthermore, proof of much that has been written,
especially the deterioration of some of the conservativesin
their willingness to fellowship those who long ago left the
faith, and who are working towards an alliance with those
whom God had commanded for us to avoid and stay away
from, isfound in the pages of the Gospel Guardian. This dan-
ger to the church cannot and must not be minimized nor over-
looked. That division of aserious nature is already here
amongst the conservatives because of thisis not to be denied.
That the paid preaching system, which has helped to corrupt
and weaken those who practice it aswell as those who listen
toit, will be a serious impediment in the way of solving as
well as acting to prevent the almost inevitable apostasy, goes
without saying. there are too many unconverted preachers and
members of the church, who are earthy and worldly and whose
belly istheir God, to expect very much help in this great battle
which threatens the foundation of the church. In fact, it is pos-
sible that not too many are aware or interested or concerned
about it. If they do not awaken from their sleep their souls will
be lost.

But we are concerned and therefore, we aretrying in
our humble way, to do that which we believe is most neces-
sary, in attempting to get before the church, that which should
be known by all. Whether there will be cooperation from the
preachers who receive what iswritten here, we do not know,
But we will be praying that there will be some who still walk
in robes of white and who will be concerned and encouraged
to take steps towards a change in our traditional and unscrip-
tural practices in areas which are now a hindrance to growth of
the church. Let'sreturn to the old paths that we might better
please God in demonstrating to Him that we still believein the
TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. And before we can do thisthere
must be arevival of faith in the teachings of Christ and a unity
upon the word of God. The Holy Spirit must take His rightful
placein our livesif we are to be holy and acceptable unto
God.

The Church may have strayed from the truth, but if
there are some who are alive spiritually, it will not be difficult
to break the shackles which have bound usto tradition instead
of TRUTH and caused usto err from the New Testament pat-
tern. Study of the work of the Holy spirit and abelief in Him
as ahelper, an influence, abeing whom God had given asa
gift to al who have obeyed Him (Acts 5:32 and who dwells
within our mortal bodies that we may be assured of the com:
fort and assistance all the days of our life IF WE STAY
FAITHFUL TO THE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST, is
attached. Let us study and believe what the scriptures teach
about the Holy Spirit. Thisis most necessary if weareto live
pure, dedicated lives, Following the spirit instead of the flesh.
And furthermore Without the aid of the holy spirit our efforts
to return to the New Testament pattern would be in vain. Our
Faith must be renewed in the words of the apostles.

We are hopeful that many will take advantage of the
opportunity to discuss and study with us the many differences
and The e lack of accord amongst us. Controversy is benefi-
cial if donein theright spirit. We ask brethren to think on
these things . Remember usin your prayers and we will do the
same. We believe great good can come of this both for the
church as awhole; and for the sowing of the seed ( the gospel
) into the highways and into the byways where it has not been
heard. Now isthetimeto speak out and to enter into the battle
to persevere the truth in this generation. what are you going to
do about it?let us hear from you.

In Christ's Precious Name,

The Spring Valley Church of Christ
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