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‘ ~ San Diego,Calify
Dear Brother Cogdills:
[2¥ )
The Arlington meeling served to confirm what nany ofvhave believed for quite
sone timc--THE CHURCH IS IN DEEP TROURLE--ALL of itiinot just a factiony And part

- of the concern vhich we have over this serious problem in our midst is that the

consorvative brethren are seemingly oblivious to the fact tht we also,in many
respects, have not stayed faithful to God's word, This was never more clearly
demonstrated than when some of the brethren; men of renowm and highirepube)met

with the factionists, those who have for years done little else but sow seeds of
discord and division amongst us, and who have taught and practiced that- wvhich is

not according to the gospel of Christ?y Paul says such men are "accursed" and if

ve believe Paul we nust agree with him; he ¥new wvhat he was talking abouly One

of the results of this mesting was to disturb and weaken the church;and to lessen
the respect and trust for those involved in & secret meeting with known factionistsy

The Arlington meeting was and is positive proof of the weakened and divided
condition of Christ's church in this generation; The division amongst the conserval
tives Ip indicative in their reaction to the Arlington fiasco; some were utterly
bewildered, some thought it meaningful and good would come of it and would help to
heal the breach between the conservative and the liberal(how wrong could they be),
and some saw 1t as a deplorable and unforbunste incident, Possibly there were many
who sew and understood it for what it wadis transgression of the law of Christ and
therefore sinfuli The lack of wisdom and foresight of'those who met with the hypo-
critical and unbelleving brethren was accentuated by the secrecy involved. However,
differences of attitudes and misunderstandings about the wholematter can be under-
stood when we reallze that the conservative brethren do not agree on hardly anything
enymore and in may instances they seem totally unaware of the seriptural procedure
in matters of faibh, Ignorance is due to lack of study and sound teaching, There
is a famine of the word of God todayy - g

God's word is plain and positive relative to our position towards the wicked
and divisive in owr midst, Anfalse teacher under Moses law was taken out and stoned
to death so that all "Igrael might HEAR and FEAR'. be warned of their dangerous
nalfeasance, God!s word teaches today that the fastionist is to be rejected and
that he is self condemnedy This is after ONE OR TWO warningds The Jimmy Lovells,
the Thomasg!and those like them have been teaching and practicing and dividing the
church for years and there has been no indication in the past nor now that they were
ready to repent, confess their great transgressions, and ask the brotherhood for for-
giveness,’ Perhaps thls was the reason for the secrecy? How can we be so inconsister?
as to warn, condemn and to expose on the one hand and then transgress the wwod of God
by fellowshipping them in meetingsy How can we warn against and at same time fellovi.
ship them? '

MY of us know that Godtg word teaches unequivocally; twith such a one DO NOT
AT, "Mark them which CAUSE DIVISTIONS and do OFFENSES contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned and AVOID THRMZY YIf any man OBEY NOT OUR WORD, NOTE that man and have
MO COMPANY WITH HIM:" Vhen men depart from the faith as have thosefwere at the Ar-
lingbon meeting they are tobe left along until the{ repent and (who) twm from
thelr wickedness and rectify their sing, In Acks 15 we find God's method in dealing
with factionlists and false teacherd, The apostles and the elders MET WITH THE CHURCH

(not the reprobat es) to solve this problem and All of the church participated in

Solving the problems This is the scriptural ways Those who met the liberal brothren

i ] ] : there are no ex-
in the Arlington meeting broke all of the commandment s gbov:a,and :

cuses nor oxplanations; nor can any books be written which can ratlox}alize such an
wnsoriptural meeting, The motive for this letter{not the only one) %:s to warn
against the results which might ensue if the participants at the meetving do not

" pepent and confess of thelr transgression of the lawy
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But.the Arlington meeting may yet serve & good purposé, It

of exposing our spiritual blindness and revea.l:'x.;glg oug d:‘llfovid;d :gongzggn}ae zzem];ms
help to open our eyes t@}at we may see ourselves as (od- secs us,'that thc; shame ?ori‘ thy
nakedness do not appeanjand annoint thine eyes with eyesaslve,that thou mayest see."
The danger lies Ealcamx in our wwillingness to see the apathy, the division"'the" ‘
lack of knowledge as well asthe lack of zeal amongst the members of God's famf:.ljf’“
The church seems to be in the same state as that pointed out to us in the secondo

and third chapters of Revelation,’ The spiritusl condition of the church is quite
often reflected in the conduct of its leaderdy Under Moses law,when the priests

became corrupty the people usually followed suiti God held the pri s
But the people also were punished, e priests responsible,

As Judah and Israel fought each other almost continuously for years and years,
and lost their ldentity and forsock God--we have like then disgipateg our timeygnds'
strength fighting with each other and it would seem are almost on the point of losing

our identity. In our zeal to try and stop the apostasy we concentrated seemingly upon
the issues ab sbake and for years now have segpingly been oblivious(not all ofus have)
to the fact that any other kind of teaching or preaching needed to be done, With the
result of course that sound and vital teaching has been neglectedy growth ilmpossible
(because without meat one cannot stay healthy) and we have drifted away from the old
paths, Some of these we will point out in this letter 1ater? A church camot stay
strong and zealous (the lack of zeal along is significent and evidence of what Tn
writing) and be taught not much else than the first principles and related subjects
and stay healthy spiritud lys Its dying of malnutrition and in some cases has already
starved to deathy In trying to prove how wrong the 1iveral brothren were, we forgol
to look and keep wabch over our own splritual “integrity, ———

peter said] ook to yourselves" The babtle against orphan homesHerald of
Truth and such like has long ago beetf”lé, gﬁ‘aﬁ’é Josts Unity is most deysirable; and
unity and wnderstandfing ave inseparable; But compromisé-opinions-peaco when there

is no peacé-and boxes in the vestibule and things of this nature are not a part of
bruth? The only peace God will accept 1s unity upon the gospel of Christy This,

is impossible with the wicked and the wnbelieving of the church who long ago de-
parted from the truthl The disagreement over 'the box in thevestibule! is indicative
of our forlorn and inept spiritual conditiony When we can waste our tlume and efforts
over a plece of business such as this, @ a time when the chureh should be getting
ready for onéof the greatest battles of its axistence, its time we examined ourselves
to soe if we ave still in THE falth When men of orudition and influence can ad=
vocate such compronising and inconsistent practices such as putting & box inkm the
visthbule so peace can ensve, it only proves hov far we have drifted away from the

truthl The wasted effort when we have no time to wastel

The secrob mestings of the influential and prominent men from both sides,is
suggestive of the gcathollc hlergrchy “The 'box in the vestibule! also has a r_esem‘-‘-’
blance Lo a practice of these rellgious peopley The likness doesn't end herd,The
growing power of the preachers and in some cases,of the elders, in taking over the
government of the church from the members of the body of Christ; is not only -
geriptural. bub is inherently dangarous to the Iidentlity ofthe churchiTt also has
sinister resemblance to the pope and his oohortd” The imgge of the Catholic priest
as the last wopd in matters of faith is rexiniscent of the attitude of too may
of the members of Chrislss body towards the preacher today. This attitude reflects
$5861f in the ignoranco of the people and the indifference to what is haprening to
the church, ®hksx Tt tends to nake them dependent upon possibly one, or men for
a1l of thelr knowledge and this 35 perniclous in its effect. o

The preacheﬁipriest smage is further cyrried oub by the attitude of the
people towards the preacher, leaving 1% to him and/or the elders to make all the
docisions, do all the teaching(except perhaps the children) and their word is the
1asi Thoy are usually considered: above reproach and are not to be contracdicted
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on any matbter, This is demoralizing for both preacher and members, and has more than
a tinge of the Cytholic attitude towards their priests) The rescublance is further
carried out by our involvement in and owr concern over the pretentious buildings which
we constantly spend the Lord!s money upon and which seems in many instances to take
precedence over the saving of souls,’ If &fen a small portion of the Lord!s money which
has been invested in winecessary bullding of physical structures for the people € God
to meet in, had been used in sending out EVANGELISTS to save the lost and BUILD A
BUILDING OF GOD made of flesh and blood and spirit) the church today would not be in
the deplorable spiritual condition so evident @k the Arlington meeting’

) The great battle which looms so formidably before us today is not in trying to mespst

wvﬂ"those who have gone into apostasy and long ago lost their souls, but to fight to keep .
the church from degenerating into a denominational concept and losing its peculiar idenx
tity, which it is now in the process of doingy Until we can see this and stop wasting
our time in fubile efforts to bring back the wicked and corrupt into our midst when they
have shown no intentiony before the Arlington meeting, or since, any disposition to re.
pent or to tmm from thelr corrupt teaching and practices, we are fighting a losing
battles' The trend away from the truth and from the old paths is not solely amongst
the liberals but the Arlingbon meeting proved its right amongst the conservatives also™

This wwarranted meoting, one forbidden by God!s word and doomed to failure even

before it was held, was the means of exposing to mmne of us ab least,the lamentable
~and confused spiritual condition of some of the leading brethren amongst the conservd
tiveds God's people in the past were usually led away by thelr bad priests or bad

king s or leaders, Today is no exception to this rule Those who have boen the most
active in preaching and teaching and trying to stem the tide of" digression within the
church have committed a sin which they seem unable to conprehend/effect upon them andfor
the churehy The sophistry and hypocrisy of the apostasied (its) brethren was
nevervevident than at the Arlington mecting,and since exposed in their writings and their
attitudes atterwardsy yet the conservative brethren seenmingly are wnable to grasp this
polnt or to see the meeting ih its true lighty )

Tt is evident to some of us abt least that the brethren tited to Miake peace when
there was no peacell A quotation from Floyd Thompson AFTER the meeting is indicative of
what T mean, "Brothren when we came together in this meeting, there were CERTAIN THINGS
between usy We have discussed how we can get togetheri As we are now about to leave,
those same things are bebween usy When those things that are between us are removed we
will be together, bub nol witil theny" What I'd like to ask here is did not the brethren
khotr "the things which vere between us" before the Arlington meeting, and which were
still there AFTER the meebing would continue to be there until the liberal brethren had
showm a disposl tion and a willingness to repent,turn away from their terrible sins of
the past, and ask forgiveness from the brotherhood} TP they did not there indeed ig
cause for alarm because they are not conscious of their sin in transgressing from the
word of God, when they meb with the enemies of Qod in fellowship.

"If & brother sin, rebuke him, AND IF HBE REPENT, forgive himi" When the prodigal
son loft his Father's house and went bgk into the world) he had to "como to his senses!
and then he returned to his Father'!s housé? The sinners in the church, especially
those of long standing,and who are guilty of dividing the body of Christ, have reached
the condition spoken of by Paul in Hebrews 6: I to 6 and Jude 18 & 197 These be they
who separate themselves, scnsual,HAVING NOT THE SPIRTT." The tragedy so evident here
in the actions of my brethren is that they seem as of this date at least, incapable
of comprehending their sin, Untilthe enemies of God twm away from their sins, and
they seemingly have reached astate where they sksm ave incapable of repenting and
turning awayx from the path which leads to hell, then the righteous are forbidden to
have anything to do with then? 'Turn them over to Satan'

The church today is reminescent of the condition of the temple of God in the
time of Nehemlah and Rzra, The temple lay in ruins; the people scattored and the?ir
faith shattered and #¥& all seemed hopelesst Bub it only took THO holy and dedicabed

=3
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‘men filled with faith and vision and zeal and with great purpose to begin the work of
rebuilding the temple of Gody The people of God "had s mind to work! (this is vhat we
need today) and so the job was completed; They didn't try to make peace with the
enenies; nor were they taken in by their cunning devices of those who tried to hinde:
them in their work, Before we can bring back New Testament Christianity to the church
today we must be able to see what is wrong with practically our whole concept of
our teaching and practices. There can be no building of God wntil we rectify the
vrongs among us, get away from the stilted,inept type of preaching and teaching which
is the order of the day, resdlize the ruins which lie around us, quit wasting our
energies and time writing, preaching and teaching against the 1liberals, and begin
building anew the church of Christ am on the teachings of the apostledy The MISSION OF
THE CHURCH IS TO SAVE THRE IOST., We!ve lost sight of this great méission in trying to
point out to the liberals for years and years nov, that they are wrong,that they are !
misled,bhat they must change, and on and on, over and over,and the church dies wither:
ing away from lack of gospel teaching and the vital foodisownd snd wncorruptable, which
- we have losty " We haven!t ANY TIME T0 LOSE, LET'S TURN THE FACTTONISTS,THE REBELS,
THE REPROBATES AND THE UNBELIEVERS IN OUR MIDST OVER TO SATAN ¢ TAKE THE MOTE OUT oF
OUR OWN EYES, A1 D GET DOWN TO THE JOB OF BRINGING NEW TESTAMINT PREACHING AND PRACY
TICE TO WHAT I3 LEFT OF THE BODY QF CHRIST,

First. One of the great blights of this generation is the rejection of the fund®
tion of the HOly Spirit, We will acknowledge that the Spirit dwells within us but
that He teaches us(without His help no man can leam the great truths of God!s word)
that He comforts us; that we have joy in Him; that He actually and literally inhsbits
our bodies(something which many deny in the church) is denieds Our concept of the
WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT today is invested more or less in these wordd-fthe Holy Spirit
does nothing more or less than that which the word doedy" This is where we have gone
off the deep ends’ Bgcause the word and the Spirit aretwo different entitiesiThe word
(or gospel) saves udy) the HoLy Spirit does NOT SAVE US? We cannot grieve the word:
the word cannot teach us, No Christian canm be seduced away from the truth of Godfs
word 1f the HOly Spirit continues to fwetion in him as God has taught in the New Testa-
menty  Part of the Holy Spirit!s work today is to keep us from wandering away from the
gospel of Christ, Vhen we do vander awayjwhen thousands deaprt from the faith and stay
in that terrible condition—then we know the Holy Spirit has left therm Jude 18 & 197
Heb, 631 to 6} :

The Holy Spirit is a great power which dwells in all Christians to help them
in the great work of converting the worldy This power has been rejected by the ;
churchy Whenwe teach the gospel we must of necessity téth that the Spirit function
ing ¥ US in the mainer designed by God(and rejected by most Christia d-the power
BmreRmcbhereol at least) and Hy helps us in owr attempts to live as God commandg:
Without Hys help no man could make ity The Holy Spirit has always worked in this
capacity<with Elijah)with David- Samson,Moses,Nehanial. and Ezra ‘“King Sawl and ATL y
those of 01d Testanent times as well as of the New who followed and believed and prace
ticed the commandments of Gody John 44k We are of Gody 1ibtle children and have
QVERCOME THEMa: because gregter is He THAT IS IN YOU, than he thab is in the worldy!

How many Cpristians believe that verse of scripture that the Holy Spirit functiong
in all Cyristians vho are holy and righteoud) and helps them in their battle to over-
come tho devil gnd his ang 618y Romans 8il3-the deeds of the flesh ARE OVERCOME BE.
CAUSE OF THE HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. Vithout it no man could live the holy 1life}
The Hily Spirilt has glways worked with the people of God,Howover, the GREAT GIFY was .
never given to those wnder 01d Testament commandmentsy it was reserved for Christiandy
second to the great sacrifice of the Son upon the cross for our sins,the GIFT OF THE
HOLY SPERTT was glven as a gift to God's people to help, comfort and GUIIE them in the
vays of righteousness, Without His help we could not kill the lusts of the flesh
Gali6:8y We camol be rplsed upon the judgement day unless wo died with the Holy
Spirit still inbact within usy Tye Spirit will be there to help in owr resurrectiony
He I3 Al ACTIVE FORCE VIITHIN US zhd wntil we receive the New Testament teaching upon
this VITAL AND BOWERFUL agent ia ouwr 1ife the church will not swrvive in this agey!
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struggle against sin, When man wills to do evil the devil or one of his angels is
t here to help them alongy When holy people of God will &% to do the will of God
the gift of God-the HOLY SPIRTT: 1s there to help then in their endeavors)to comfort
then in their evil tinmes, to give then Joy AT ALL TIMESY We ca be filled with the
Holy Spirit and vhen the Spirit is not rejected tut is accepted as He was in New Testall
ments in the full capacity of His work WITHIN us, wo can win the great fight against
sin down here on earth’! Ty,6 HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD!S AGENT, AS HR ATWAYS HAS BEEN, TO DO
THAT WORK WHICH GOD HAS DE§ICH-IIL‘D FOR HIM TO DO THROUCHOUT ALL THE AGES, MD IN THESE
LAST AGES HE DWELLS WITHIN THE PEOPLE or GOD, S0 THAT GOD!S WILL CAN' BE CARRIED our
HERT ON EARTH AS IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST, TO HEIP HIS PROPLE TO OVERCOME THER WORLD,,
WITHOUT ‘THE HOLY SPTIRIT VE WOULD BEXEGZELXX 8 FIGHTING A TOSING BATTIE, That is vhy
God sent the Holy Spirit down here to work within us and to guide us in all trubh®

As the devil and his angels is now confined to this earth Revil2:9) so is the Holy

~ Splrit heve on eart}f-’dv.felling in the righteoug: doing the work which God designed
from the beginning of time that He must do,” God and Christ are in heaven but the
Hgly Spirit is here on ecarth WITHIN OUR MORTAL BODIES,

. This last above we inserted here because some of my brethren deny that the
Holy Spirit is heve on eqrbHl However, the New Testament teaches that He is hersy
He was very active in the Now Testament tut my brethren in this day at least have .
dlmost succeeded in making Him a rmt nonentity-unimportant.. pracbically nonexistents
at Jeast here on oarth, Why don': we bolieve Acts 1341 & 25 John 1617 and 13 and
Joln 14416 and 177" The devil is here on earthhons deny thigy And the Holy Spirit
acbually and literally dwells within our bodies 1sb Cor,6:15 & 19-?nd Tim 1414, T

do not know HOW the Holy Spirit dwells WITHIN owr MORTAL BODIES anymore than T know
that I am spirit and flesh is forned over me, T cannot explain ’o% perhsps to my

satisfaction BUT I BELIWVR T’i%d BECAUSE GOD!3 WORD TEACHES IT¢

Might sgy here T have a lesson on the Holy Spirit{16 pages in all) thich T
believe to e the New Testament teaching upon this vital subjecty If you would like
to have 1t I wilT send it %o you, AS a matter of fact T would like you to read it

God's work today-protecting and acting in the capacity which God has always designed

for theds' I believe in miracles because the vhole Bilile toaches of miracles- When

did we decide to ignore the ang elds the Holy Spirit and put piracles out of our livesy
Of course I do not believe in the denonstrable activity of the anqg,ls vitkedx and demons
which occurred in the Bible times,but gagels and demons dre spiritZtherefore they are
realities and must be considered in reading the Bibley I could not believe in prayer
and God!s angwering our prayers without believing in miracles; T don®t have to see

the niracle to believdbut T can see the results in ny own 1ife as well. as that of

uy brethrany Ve give 1ip service to a great deal of the Bible but in reality we do not
believe it} Peter had an angel™ the litile ones have angel&-‘mlgels have always been
very busy agents of God and whils we cannot see them we must believe that they are still
busy and active in this generablon, Why not? T Just inserted this in here becauge .
little is taught upon this subject@and it should bt Ve séen to dray away from any di.d
cussion about angels or demons, Why? Ist Joim 413, to &Y Why do we not teach more often
the Revelation letter? Why do we argue and reject the gr eater portion of ity Tive
never read but a very few commentaries upon this vital book, Tt is practically igored

in many congregationg’

I'n weiting a lesson on devils, demons and angels, and have found it one of
the most fascinating subjects I'vo ever studiedy 1 saying vhat I've said above aboub
angels do not misunderstand me~ I only accept what the New Tostament teaches on this
subject,’ My belief is that most of or a good part of it do not accept it 50 it is ny
beliefrthat the spiritual condition of this generation is due to a great exbtent because
of the rejection of the Holy Spiritts work in this dispensation; There are hofrever
other reasons for the forlom condition of God!s people today, God!s people have always
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believed in spiritsiGod's as well as the devils and the Holy Spirit. We approach
this sulfject-most of ud-timidly(because we are afraid of belng misunderstood) and
ignorantly(in many cases at least0 becouse we have avoided tesching about ity Spirits
are something you read about in the Bible bub they don't figure in our lives, They
shouldy We acdeplt the fact (or do we) that the devil and his angols(spirits) are
active here on carth(as they have always been) wy do we reject the thought that
God's angels and spirits are very active also? We are preparing for a world of
splrits-why is it that we draw away from any discussion of this kind: ~seensg thy
do we deny the Holy Spirit and His activity and work in this dispensationy’ THIS IS
ONE OF THEVITAL REASONS FOR THE POOR AND INEPT CONDITION OF GO'D PEOPLE TODAY,, THAT
IS WHY THAT PRACTICALLY ALL OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST HAS DEPARTED FROM NEVW TESTAMENT
TEACHINGS, .

_C The church of Christ if taken today in its preaching,and practices and teaching
and compared with that of the New Testament would be about as foreign in its concept
as perhaps the Bplist and the Presbyteriany Let us look into another aspect of
the church!s rejection of the practical teaching of the Bible, We now come to the .
question of the women of the churchy This great and vital force for good=THE YOMENZ
have almost been disconnected with any real relation with New Testament teachingy
They also have almost become a nenentityt Their workitheir abilitied their great
potential as teachers and workers in the church have been glmost done away with
by the atiitude of the men {4nd of course the church as a whole) that they must do
or actically nothingd-but a little te~ching amongst adults and of course the children’y
This 1s good of course-that they teach chilldren but why have they been rejected as
nembers of the body-their work is circumscribed.their abilities overlooked-and we

are almost led to believe that a goodly portion of Now Testament teaching is not for

thems They have besn denied their God-given. right to participate in the business of
the churchi
Neither male nor femaldy My Bible teaches that the teachings of Christ are
for women and men, Practically everything in the New Teshament must be applied to
the wonen as well as themeny '"Contend for the faith", "They went everywhere preaching
the word",)' Vonmen and=swwen suffer ed and were killéd and were put in jall just as
were the meny They must have been activel Go out in all the world and teach the
gospely Vhile women are inhibited more or less from doing this because they must
take cye of the home and childrens they are not to be denied that they taust fight
the great fight of faith!, they must spr& the word-they must teach and they must

CONVERT THE LOST, This IS NOT JUST A JOB FOR THE PREACHER, ar a few men or a lot of

men, IT IS FOR ALL THE CHURCH: But are women allowed to function in their sphere

as teacherdworkers~ and CpristiandlFIGHTING Christians, the same as the netf The

church should MOVE, Tts sbagnat&Swhen not busy and active.and nllifying the activities

and abilities of the women has been a great factor in naking the diurch the inept
spiritual force which it is in the world today)

The vonen have been deniod their Godigiven right to participate in the business
of the church and have a part in solving the problens of the church, This has been
relegated,and accepted by practically all of the churchyas the sole business of the
men of the churchy I have studied my Bible thoroughly on this subject but I have
never found vhere God pub the affairstthe problems and the business of the church
into dhe hands of a fow men or a great many men, but I have found that the business
and the problems and affairs of the church were ordained by God to be a part and
a resfionsibility OF ALL THE CHURCH, Acts 15 teaches THAT ALL OF THE CHURCH CAME
TOGETHER to solve the matter of false toaching<it was not done by the alders or the
apostles or the men of the church BUT ALL had o part in it Dn the same chapter
AFTFR THE MHOLE CHURCH had made the decision to send Silas and Judas: with Paul and
Barnabas 16 Antioch~the VHOLE CHURCH was again called togebher({not just the men or
Just the elders) and ALL of the church was made aware of the decisions made at
Jerusalem, Today a few men would receive the apostles —talk things overland if they
thought it wise or useful-the church might or might not be nade aware of what had
transpired at Jerusalem, Or they might if the matter was of a different nature oall
a secreb meeting to discuss the afmdirs of the churig;p and the church might or might
not be made aware of what the meeting was all aboubl
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In 1st Cory 6:1 to 8 THE CHURCH is commended to Judge the affaird-the business of
the church, How can women exercise this privilege unless they are allowed to participate
in the matters of the church? If the men + ake charge of the meetings of the church as
in Acts 15 and Acts 6 and in 1st Cory6 this does not preclude the participation of the
vonen in a business meoting-as a matter of fact the seriptures absolutely teach the
thyy, the women share in the responsibilities of the church” The problens of the church
are the problems of ALL concerned and certa nly the women as children of CGod have the
same commands from God to concern themselves in the Broblems,the judging and solving
of the mihsmspatters of the church?y 44 410 nen™

- The women today are excluded from all business matters of the church wmless perhaps
it included the matter of money for building) Tf women oan seripturally be in cluded
in businegs meetings some of the time and excluded at the will of the men of the church
at othord-where is the seripture for thid¥ This is one of the great evils of the church
today and has been for a long Jong timed Ve hear, it might hinder the churcHll it might
hurt the church", women don't Imow how to act at business neotingsM(if they don!t they
should be taught “the same as the men aro taught to act like Christiens st all times) it
it rightfor the women to interest themselves or be a part of the business sffairs of
the churchy"and so forth and so orfs a1l of which is Just excuses to practice something
which is pernicious and wnscripturaly Hebrews 5:11 o 14 has this to say in the 14th
verse, "But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, EVEN THOSE, who by ressen
OF USE have their SEISES excrcised +to discern both good and evili" " Is this verse solely
for the men are they the only ones in the church who are to exercise thelr spiritual
Senses so as to differantiste between evil and gog)d_’(" How cay women fulfill and obey
this scripture wnless they areallowed to usd-emplog-act upor?}l‘HAT WHICH THEY HAVE LELARNED;

THIS IS ONE OF THE ISSUES WHICH CONFRONT THE. CHURCH TODAY and which 1ls pernicious
and unseriptural and ImcXckektmvmeshould be studied so that wo might ALL RETURN TO THE
NEW TESTAMENT PATTERNG Tn our attitude and practice towards the women of the church
we have sifined and have gone away from the teachings of Cyristy The church will take
on a new vitality when the women are given their place in the church laid down in the ‘
Bible for thems Tn st Cors' 5:1 to 13 Paul is admonishingALL THE CHURCH for their atti’
tude towards sin in their midst;amix as well as teaching them what they should doy He
didn't tell the church to run after the fornicator and try to boing him back into the
fold and work with him for weeks bofore withdrawing from him as is usually practiced in
the church today in matters of this kKind: but the church ALI, OF IT, was to act immediately
in ta%ing care of this serious matter} Wheniimorality or otherz matters which cann effect
the whole churcli(and in this casp it had) need to be taken care of Paul did not set the
example here in his teaching for a few men and the elders +to get together and decide upon
the iddue but AL the clurch were given the right to axercise their senses in taking care
of this mattery so that all might be odified as well as taught what they should do¥

The conclusion of this whole matter is that this is onc of the serlous departures
of the faith in the church today and the Arlington meeting is the evidence that not on ‘
have we departed from it in the matter of the womenbub we have gone steps further by ex=
cluding the church in matters of great import and concern for the whole Body.The gravity
and the seriousness: of the problems vhich confront the church today are not the business
of trying to talk wicked and faithless brethren into retwrning unto the fold-but o pedstl
Inpxdmads of recognizing what is wrong with the conservative part of the churchy, Vhen
nen supposed to be sound and faithful in the faith can be so blind as to even consider
an Arlington meeting with reprobates (God calls them this) then we know the church has
departed from the plan laid down in the New Testament Seemingly the brethren cannot
comprehend their siny’ The exclusion of part of the body of Christ{ the women) from the
problems and affairs of the church(in most cases at leasB) has led to a famther departure
ofthe church in a few men attempting in an mscriptural manner to solve a problem which
is the concern of the whole church and which under no circumstances could be solved by
meeting with men who have devoted the better part of thelr life to causing discord among-

st the brethren and have long ago DEPARTED FROM THE FATTH A11 of the church is aware
of their defection and I'm sure that most of us know what the Blble teaches shewdisbe
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ls the proper and scriptural procedue with brethren of this ldndy "ithdraw from them!)
lrecp no company with them®, "with such a one do nobt eat™,’ Mark them which CAUSE .
DIVISIONS and offences contrary to the doctrine AND AVOLD THETT® A1l of these eommand
ments were broken at the Arlington meeting, When we can see and understand this then
steps perhaps can be taken to try and correct the departuves from the faith anongst

the conservative brethren-such as the exclusion of the women in the affairs of the
churchly' and the (in many cases) the unscriptural teghing about the Holy Spirit;

) The work of the church; benevolent’ edifylng and evangelistic is the work of all the.
. menberd-they should all in one way or another participate in it. The government of the
church is in the hands of the menbers of the church,’ The work and governmen® of the
church is to be overseen by the elders.’ They are to wabch over the souls of all of
the church to see that the work of the Loxd is done scriptunally, But they are not te
to do work of the members-their responsibility is to see that the men and women do J o ¥
that work which is commanded by Godd They seb the example bofore the churcH RSy~ Tuwdin”
do thel r part in guiding it into paths of righteousness and keeping 211 error out
of it: The church must if it does its work as of the New Testament be subject to their
comsel and to their example and guidance) Ve arc going to be tried upon the Judgenment
day 'by our works" and each one must have their b vorks and of course the works con
slst -in obeying the commandments of Jesus Christy The decisions of the church are to
be made by the church under the guidance and cownsel of thealderds This quostion of
the elders is quite a big one and Jeeds to be sbudied as the Wew Testament teaches
rather than traditionally as too wabx congregations believe and practicesy T cannot
find in the Bible where the elders are too make all the deci.sions of the church.We
are plainly taught that the church makes its own decisions and does its own work wnder
the oversight of the elderdy If they are overseerg-vhat do they oversee?

The terrible condition of the world today with its violence, its lawlessness,
the increasing immorality and depravity and licentliousness; the murdersYincreasing
use of alcehol and dope anddevasting and demoralizing wars are all indicative of the
fallure of the church in this generation They have fought anongst themselved.they
have pracvictd wmsmdgsdanlend taught much that cannot be found in the Bible and are
still doing ity and they have neglected to do the work of saving souls, and have bd
cone slothful, indiffer ent] complacent and rich and blind, THE MIS-TON OF THE CHURCHEZ
THE SAVING OF SOULS % has been almost forgotten in our desire %o be known of mer-to
educgte ourselves and have "doctor" in front of our names, We have looked to men rather
than to God and this is evident in our lack of learning and wisdom, Natlons are apt to
rellect the spiritual or lack of spirituality and the lack of militancy and zeal of the
church and today is no exceptiony Jhile we fought the same battle over and over and
without much resvlt as can be seen“the people perished for want of sound teaching and
ur erstanding, Owr babtle is not meamgsk with each othery There will always be base
and corrupt men void of understanding and faith amongst Godts children and we must meake
=iexbx npt take up our time with them to the neglect of the saving of -souls,Those who
have segred their consciences who are wrepentant, incorrigible; and unbelieving are to
be turned over to Satan instead of being placated and a way sought 4o wnite with then
. in direct defiance of Godtg word-and our atbention turned to keeping the conservative
part of the church on the old pathsfrom which they have departed also) THIS IS OUR
GREAT CONCERR AND UNDRERTAKING NOW, '
Some of the traditional teaching amongst the people of God is their continued
inability to learn that only the apostles were promised or given the baptism ofthe
Holy Splrit, Tt is taught that Cornelius had the baptism of the Holy Spirity Why
should Cornelius have 1t? Tbs was never promised to anyone but the apostles and it
gave them powers(which they needed in the great work of evangelizing the world) which N
no man has ever had before or since, Cornelius wasn't promised it he didn!t need it \0)
and he never received ity If he did all of his household received it to and what did
they need with Ity Could they raiset from thedead” drink poison without fatal results \*\
or let deadly vipers bitfthem without any harm to thean? Was it neediby Cornelius so v
that he might g}g forth to preach and save souls, If Cornelius needed it then all needed
it, Verse A4 chapter 10 of Acts reads;"While Peter yeb spake these words the leg
Ghost fell on ALL THIM which heard the wordi" And we know from scripture that wha
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hgppened hero was God!s means of meking the Jeus understand that ,"Then hath God
ALSO TO THE GENTTLES granted repantance wnbo 141 gol!

The vordpour! and "felll, vhen speaking of the Holy Spirit is used many times in
the New Testament but docsaty altys mean a baptisn of the Holy Spirity With the
exception of the aposthls it never does have that neaning,' - Acts 8:15 reads, Miho, whica
they were come down prayed for chen, that thoy might roceive the Holy Ghost: TOR AS
YET HE VAS FALLT UCOH HONE OF THEL:Y Sams word used in the 10th chapter of Acks re
lative to Cornéiius, Acts 2:18- Acts 10:45, T just insert this becaise of the
wrong and traditional teaching of the church aboub this matter V' A carefu] study
of this matter will boar out what T'n saying)

ﬁ Again we come to the 13th chapter and 1st to 7 verses of Romans, For yocars it has
been taught that God empovered or invested the worldly governments with their aubthor..
ity xe thyt He ordained that the worldly governments to rulo in the vorld. Whabl
ever the 1st verse means it does not mean thiswodds that Cod set up the vorldly
authority, Their authority comes from the devil and they belong to him, There is
only ONE kingdont on earth which was planned and established by CGod and that 5.s the
church," Only that wi ich is IN the chureh or Kingdom of Christ is under the authority
of Chrisb, 1sb Cor.18:2%'"Then cometh the end shien He shall have delivered up the
Kingdon to God,even the Father vhen He shall put down all RULR AND ALL AUTHORTTY
AND POYIER," Everything,man and authokity outside of the church is in the DiVIL!S

=3

KINGDOM, and that includes the earthly gor ernnents:

When Christ suffering temptation from the devil in Luke M imo find the devil of fo-
ing Jesus the nations of the world which Satan sald they were delivered wnto him and
he could give them to vhomsoever he willed: Ronans 1311 teaches that God ordained
THAT “YJE SHOULD OBRY THR POWERS THAT B2, He did nob set then up-the devil did that
but God ordained that “although the devil ruled thenm thru and by wicked and worldly

‘\mﬁmen'; the children of God were ORDATMED to be subject wito ther- to realize that while
& LT bheyWwere not part of His kingdori-nonethe less- we were to understand that they were
o \9‘/ the ministers of God to suit His purpose IN EXBCUTING HIS WRATH AND VECEACE UPON
- N ALL THOSE %0 DD EViL-even upon His children Lf they did not obey His cormandments,

We oboy owr gove nment alvays and only to the exbent it does not interfer with our
allegiance and loyalty snd our faith and ovedience to the word of Godi, ‘Whosoover
resisteth the power resisteth the ORDINANCE of Godi! So the ordaination is not that
God set up the governments of the world-nan was responsible for thid. but God ordained
that Sor the sake of peace and so fortholTS CIIIDREN SHOULD OBEY THE RULE OF THISE
GOVERENI'S, This is so plain and so in accord with the other seriptures of the
Bible that it is amazing that ny brethren keep teaching and preaching that the govern.-
ments of the world were authorized by God. How could He aubhorize or favor that which
belongs to the devil, The only governaent that God over seb up or authorized since
the world bezan is HIS GOVERNIZHNT “invested in HIS LAU3,

WA And this leads natura 1y fato the question of why docs the church tesch that
Christians can go forth at the behest of worldly and wrighteous men and kill other
men, And this is generally taught in the church arongst both the liberal and con.-
servative, There is not a verse in the New Tostament whitch wowld uphold such an.-
unscriptural and bloody and unrighteous viewpoint, When a gor ernuent sends men outb
to kill other nen it does it BY THm AUTHORTITY OF THE DiVIl~because there is not one
word in the low Testenent which authorizes a Christian to go out and k311 men and
wnen,  Only time in the history of the world that men could i1l that vhich God
created in Yis likeness was when God gave the order, WHERFIS Tis ORDIR T THR N#iT
TESTAILT FOR CHRISTIANS TO KILL OR GO OUT 'TO VARF/RE FOR THE DEVIL'S KOIGDG, Ve

~are wxler the authority of the kingdons of the worid in so far as 5i& does not ire
terfer with our cbedicnco and loyalty to Godts cemmands, "ove your encules! "Do zood
UNTO ALY, 1TH1 vpat up your sgord! ¥ VAR AND FIGHTINGS COMR FROM YOUR LUSTS “RICH WAR
IN TGUR MEOERS, YR LUST AND HAVE HCT & Yi KLLMD DESIRE TO HAVE AND CAMIOT OBDTAT VY
FIGHT AID R, YET Y8 HAVE NOT, BECAUSE YR Ak NOT, 4 _—
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There is not any teaching in the New Test ament thal commands or allows Christians to
kill their fellow man, Vhen a Gy ristian obcys the command of the governnent(all of .
which are in the kingdom of the cfevil) ho sins by transgressing the law of Christ, Such
commands as, love your enemies," "do good unto those who despltefully use you, ! Mall
wars and fightings come from the lust of the fleshilys well as the whole tenor of the
teachings of Cprist are inimical to killing and murder and violence, This kind of teack-
ing in the church that Christians cen kill and murder legally-because the governments of"
the world demand it, is ono of the kbraditions of the church and should leng ago have been
done away with, The teaching of Cjjrist do not allow for opiniong-neither do they have two
different meaningdeand God intended that we come into the knowledge of the truthilthis
would necessitate that we come into am accord on the word of God’y
not

Minbangle/yourself with the affairs of the worldyand if murdering and killing is not
of the world then T do not wunderstand my Bibley We obgy the laws of the land only when
they do not interfere with the law of Christ, Ve all know thig. Whore did Christ teach
for us to engage ourselves in wans with our fellowman_whor He has commanded that we give
our lives to converting to the gospell How can we kill him and at the same time save hiwy
Wo are "o do good unto all men,) This is a command and when a man is killed by 2
Christien the Christian has not done good.jnto him but evil? This type of false teaching

A

has been a canker in our widst for many many yeargiand when the members of the church

vho accept such worldly and unscriptural teaching have come into the knowledge of the
truth by proper teaching,the church should take a decided step forward in the direction

of heaven” Romans 13:1 has been too long twisbed and perverted to imm uphold the vars
mong ers in their unbelief of the gospel of love, Bosides this to teach man can kill

his fellowmen conflicts with Janes 43l to 6 and 2nd Corl.10s 3 to 5 and all of the New
Tostament really, One of the rules of interpretation as we all know when a verse of )
soripture conflicts with others someone is in error and has no t Interpretated it correct
1y, So we know we are in error imomnx when we attempt to make Romans 13l teach that
Christians must go forth and kill at the behest of a government which is under the Jurga
diction of the devily . :

Christians should be engaged in a warfaré the war against sin and the devil,Our
weapons are not carnal but the mighty word of God-the gospel of Christ- applied to our
lives w1l win the battle against sin and the devil for usi And the gospel of Christ
preached to the world will convert them and bring them into the kingdom of Christ where
there is hope of heaven, THIS I8 OUR WARFARE AND IF VE KEEP BUSY AT THIS JOB VWE WONT
HAVE TTVE TO KIIL OUR FELIOWMINOR INBANGLE OURSELVES IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE TORLD, The
world is ripe for conversion and we are frittering away our time with uscless neetings,
fighting conmunism(some of the brethren seemed quite congerned about it-butit will fall
along with 211 other worldly power), playing golf and running around the country holding
meetings at the larger and more prosperous churches; This is the general picture as T
see it,

There has never,in my lifetime,at least when mankind was more desipaug-nore rd-
coptive-more anxious-more in need of God then now, AND WHAT IS THE CHURCH DOING ABOUT
Ir{ Tt has not been my observation that our membership is increasing-that our preachers,
out evangelizing. converting~training or using their time in converting the dovmtrodderi~
the disheartenedithe frustratedoithe discouragediandthose wio are seeking God,' If we a1l
were working at the job we could convert by the thousands as was the case not too many
years ago vhen we mere not Rak,lazy and rich and complacents The church needs sownd
strong,vital teaching-the kind that will sbir them up and get them on the move and doing
the work of the Lords Bt uhere is it? The body of Christ cannot survive, cannot be
strong and active on milk, There is definitely a famine of the word of god. One only
has to read the average article in the average magazine put out by the brethren to se¢
that learning and wisdom has departed from the house of God. ILells get busy brethren-
WAKE UP} Even the wor}d has been made aware of our forlorn and 3 i ird

ar’gf:})g_onditién and our divislons Ue are aloawa
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vhich are designed to make study easy,v Study should be a joy for a Christian but there
48 no short cut to an understanding of God's word and there can be no easy way to acquire
knowledges Knowledge comes by study and it is dangerous and unwise to accept tracts,
booklets ;movies and tape recordings as a substitute for acquiring lmowledge of the
Bibld: Search the scriptures is something all should do so that ALL should come in &
knowledge of the truthiAccepting tracts and such will not bring knowledge nor wisdony

Some of the serious aspects of our lack of sound and knowledble & eaching is our
abbitude towards it} Free discussioniboth women and men parbiclpatingia right to disagree
and whole hearted exchange of ideas in an attempt to come to the proper exegesls of
the seripbures is too often discouraged. if not altogether stopped. If controversey
starts ( and it should be allright to disagree if participants do not become disagred.
able) it is the comuon practice to sbop it andfor put if off wntil some other time, And -
saldon is it referred to again? The teacher—especially if an elder or preacher-is not -
to be contradicted and if an exchange between two should start it is usually stopped
and the atmosphore is such that usudlly it does not happen again, The teacher is not
to be questioned and so a class does not fulfill its obligation, In Acts 15 there
was dispubation amongst the members of the church but aftor it was over all the church
came into sgreement upon the natter, And this is the way it should bo. If we are to
learn~ if we ave toexercise our spiritual senses and learn how to apply the lessons
wo learn from the word of God we must at times disagree and probably dispute but in
the end the matter is sebtled properly and everyone has learned, the proper under=
st anding has been attained and knowledge and growbh is the r esuwlt,

One of the cribticlsms of the kind of kwoootomg teaching the church more or less
adheres to is that it is softé compromising,and the menbers cannot grow thereby, This
is ohe of the reasons for eur athereing to tradition in our practices and teaching and
never coming into a knowledge of the truth:' The deep things of the Bible cannot be
legrned and progress in our thinking and in our lives spiritually attalnedxmdwersomm
. when we are not fed properlys Inberest is stifiled and zeal stagnates, Where is the
zeal of the church today? Vhere are the converted? How many baptisms does the average
church have a year? Vhere is the midd ' 2 Where is our righteous judgement, The
church should be on the move,  militancy? How often do we see in our papers and )
on the boards in the church- the attendance and the record of HOW MUCH MONEY IS TAKEN TN-
bub no sign of HOW MANY WERE SAVED. Our concern is too much with nuubers and moneys

If we followed the pattern of the New Testament™ OUR GRFAT CONCERN WOULD BE IN
HOW MANY HAVE BEEN CONVERTED TO THETRUTH, IF THE CHURCH TODAY VAS ON TR VOVE-VALTANTLY
FIGHTING SIN AMONGST ITS MIMBERS- GOING FORTH PO THE LOST WITH THE WORD-ESTABLISHING
CONGREGATIONS HERE AMND THERE AND EVERYWHERE AND TRACHING THE GOSPEIL, SO THAT THE MEMBERS
“JOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO WORK '—%ORK~WORK TO THE SAVING OF SOULS-WE WOULD CONVERT THOUSANDS
TNSTEAD OF DOZMIS, The fact that we do not convert wany any more tells us more than
words could do that we ave not on the move that we are not preaching and teaching as
we should be, "Cod pivehh the increase', Agaln I reiterate the conservatives or those
who have not as yebt pone completely off into apostasy need to look to theirselved-they
need to repent of their lack of zeal and thelr involvenent in money and nuwbers and the
fact they have loft their first love and have forgotlten that OUR WISSION IM THIS LIFE,
BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AMD COLLECTIVELY IS TO SAVE SOULS. The fields are white to havvest
but where are the workersy

Today the church, if it can strengthen its spiritual logs, begin to studynand

Jearn and to work and to teach and MOVE,(go from place to placé-both members and preach~
ers) be filled with the Holy Spirit and with zeal- can convert by the thousands, But
WHERE ARETHE MEN TO IEAD THE PREOPLE THAT "THEY MIGHT HAVE A MIND TO VORK"? Today wo
havo a paid clergy in our midstovery little different from the denominations around

us, Until men will preach because they must preach, until our preachers will encourage
and put new life into the members that ALL MIGHT FORTH PREACHTNG AND TEACHING the

7l i o decline and the millions waiting Lo hear,and obey will be
gzgrrgg%l%og%?:tl‘ﬁ%glt%heeg%égchggs inethe cﬁurch ecom% evengei:.?ﬁs %Be cHimrch
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beging to move and to work and o put the Holy Spirit into the place God gave Hinm,

and we realize that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is more than just an indwelling,
but THAT HE FUNCTIONS WIPHIN US ih our struggle down here to conquer sin within our
own wembers and helps us in our efforts to convert the world, until then we will be Just
as ineffective inspreading the word and converting the lost as we have been in the pasty

The pattern of the New Testament for converting the lost has been almost coupletely
lost sight of, Until our vision returns and our oyes opened and owr paid clergy done
awvay wlth and everyone taught and inspired with zeal by sound and effective teachings-
until the church becomes militant and forgets big churches, large numbers and the amount
of money taken in and CONCENTRATES ON THE SAVING OF S0ULS , it will fail in doing that
which the word of God commands, The preachers night ask their members individually,

# 'how many souls have you saved!] and in the answer you will find the reason for this
letter, Tt isn!t the mission of the preacher only to save the souls of the lost bub
every individual in the church has a responsibllity to do the same, Vhen this is taughts
and when this 2zeal is aroused by constant study and by powerful and sound preaching
and study and when members will leasve their homes to go forth preaching: or when Chris-
tians will move from one eity to another~perhaps from one state to another,in their
Oagorness and in their desire to save the lostonly then will the church of our Saviour
retumn to the New Testament pattern The dependency of the church members the
preachers to do all the saving is something which has been fostered by the preachers

and which has become pernicious in its effect ', Vhen the preachers and leaders and
teachers of the church will take time to icourage overy member of the church to go
forth preaching the word.only then will the church move forward in the great task bal
for them of converting the world ; If God!s people can be nade to wnderstand if they
don't work and try to save the lost that they themselves will be lost then perhaps

they will be moved to get to worky Only TWO men, in the long ago, were needed to

PUT THE PEOPLE TO WORK, and they succeeded with God's help in rebuilding the temple}
Today the temple of God is in ruins and wo must get to-the workiofor Soon tho night
cometh when no man can worky ‘

fi» What about our attitude tovards segregation? Do wo belleve that our colored
brethren showld be segregated? In San Diego we have three or four so.called colored
churches, WHY? Vhen we answer that we can lnow whebher we believe in segregation of
brethren,’ Philemon is the answer~"thore is mmkmi neither slave nor masber! s 1God looks
not on the outward appearance, BUT MF BRTTHREN D0, This segregatlon of God!s people
because some are of a different race is T know an abomination to God, If we believe

in segregation dovm here we must to be logical believe in it in hegven, And that ny
brethren just is not heaven’ People are people and they are spirits thabt which serves

as a habitation for their spirit is not important but our treatment of the colored
brethren has shown that we do think it is important, enough to reject thenm by not giving
them FULL fellowship, OHf a token fellowship perhaps toease our conscience but Ez haké
not been deceived. And neither has God and for this we will have to pay,'

A few years ago we had powerful and sound negroe brethren-sone of them the best
preachers I've ever heard, Where are thenegroo pr eachers today? Why have they ddl
clined in number and one seldom hears of Shen anymore, Have we been busy amongst the
negroes-preaching and taking the word to these down trodden, discriminated against,
poverty stricken and rejected people? The answer is plain, This is another great
bzl task for us to get busy about © They are ready and ripe for the word of God:
The violence and the riots and the rebellion against thelr lot is an oubward evidence
that we have NIGLECTED TO TAXE THE YORD OF GOD TO THIM: Have wo taken the word to
Mississippl, Georgia, Texas, Tmmm Florida and even over in this part of the country,
i an effort to reach these people; Yhen we do take it do we teach them to segregate
themselves, "for the good of the churcht,do we poredkemx teach then Christianity and
that Jesus came to save all not just the white’ Do they see the prejudice and the lack
of Christian fellowship in owr attitudes andmanners. Do our preachers preach against
prejudice and discrimination to the mambers of the c‘imurcli:;eSpeciaJJ,y in the south? Io
they take their lives in thelr hands by trying to convert the negroe people and teach
them the Christian way- preaching and teaching against prejudice and segregatbi

) s \ J
Fo by fudpa g 1lizthipd S @b, K Qaaity pandy o Lhow P o

4.?\ o, S o~ ﬂn.m{,



page 13 San Diego,Calify

There is a great and formidable task set before us in this field and one which if
we neglect it we will be held accomtable for, 8 One great and vital and powerful effort
to get to these people with the word of God and help then to go to heaven | not only can
and would save their souls, but it might also tum the course of history, Allwe would
have to do is to use the money that we use to build church buildings with-and all of
us saerifice and work towards teaching these people the Christ-like wayy They are the
RESPONSIBILITY OF THRE CHURCH NOT OF THIS GOVERNMINTY Our neglect of this great field
for the conversion of the souls of these neglected and rejected people is a blight and
g disgrace to the very name of Christian] oS Oh} THAT VR HAD SCME NEHEMTAHS AND EZRAS
AND PAULH,' However, ALL WE REALLY NEED TS CONVERTED PROPLE-ALIVE WITH HOPE AND FATTH
AND WITH THE DRIVING FORCE OF IOVE FOR MANKIND AND A GREAT AND LIVING DESIRE TO CONVERT
THE LOST and we cen in this age-in this revolutionary time, overturn the world and as
2,000 years ago convert: people both black andwhite and Mexican and Mongolian by the
thousands, The preachers have neglected to eovangelize and they are still neglecting
1ty We practice segregation and blind owr eyes to our singdy God will make us pay-not
only here but hereafter A1l those guilty will && held accountable® ~

sl And prayer? Do we belicve in miracles? Do we believe in prayer? Ve say yeos with
our mouths but our teaching and beliefls gainsay whal we say, There could be no answers
to many prayers without miracled: This goes without explanationy’ We accept Satan and his
machinations and his agents but do we aceept God!s order of things and His agents as
well, Do we really believe Hebrews 1ilhc Welll perhaps agree that angels minister to

us but the questlon which we would possilbily disagree upon 1g HOW DO THEY MINISTER TO
US TODAY? '"The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him and delivereth
them," Do angels camp around Chriistians and do they delivereth them out of danger? I
believe they doy I can't see tho angel but the reswlts can be seen,’ Our enamied-who

can be robbers-murderers- cheaters and others who night harm ug- are kept from harming
us by the angels of God;' Its been said here in San Diego-! the strects: are not safe at
night?s True T believe~ But if Christians are in harmony with God the angels are there
to protect us as we go about to tesch the lostito our Bible classes and itho vworship of
God etdy they can feel safe from horm and evil because God will take care of that,

As in theo past the angels of God are still active, From Genesis to Revelation
we leam that the angels al the commondment of God et very active here on earth-hel ping
and assisting and ministering to the saints and carrying out God's will here on earth
in vengeance and other acts which God deals forth to the rebellious and wbelliever, "ot
their way be dark and slippery; and let the angel of the Loxd persecute them," The angel
is active here,A21 through the 01d Testament and the Yieu the angels were very busy both
anongst the enemles of God and amongst His childreny 2nd Chron,32:21 In-this verse God
protected His people from the enewyy In 2nd King 6:16 to 18, The angels could nok
be seenx and then becanse Elisha prayed they wore visibleobut the teaching is that whether
seen or not seen the angels help the people of God wh en in troublel

(od changes the minds of our enemies-2nd Samuel chapters 15 to 17, If then uhy
not how? DId God change with the tines{ If the ang els are not still being used by
God to carry oub His will here on eartiivhat are theydoing? Cod used evil spirits in
lst Samuel 18:10- 1st Sem (16414 to carry out His will, Does He do this now? or did
He cease using His angels etcy when Revelation wgs written™ PgelOlsd  Heb 12:22°Matt)
18310, Tt is commonly taught that in Acts 12115 when the saints said, 1Tt is his angel!,
when they doubted Rhodals statenent that Peter was at the door, that the were supersti-
tious. Bub I believe that t he sainbts knew about angeldobelioted in angelsfsone no
doubt had knowm many things about the angels not only first hand but as told and writien
by their brethren and that it wasquite consistent with their thinking and their faith
and in accord with the gospel that Peter should have an angel. The schipture Matt 18:30
neans what it says,

- The prayers of the saints could not be answered unless miracles were performed,
Vhen we pray for those mm who are manifestly dying and they regain their healil.uas
this a mirecle or was it just one of those things and would have happened without
pray gén I:{‘I_%B{;mggayers are answored then we must of necessity admit that a miracle

pe " o
& coulg have pegy
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and
" In James 4:13 to 17 we Lfind scriptures rolative to prayer jhmk if they teach anything
or have any meaning nust of necessity be understood as conveying to us today that
riracles such as that in answer to Elishals prayer con be a pmdoasf faclor in the
prayers of a saint today, If not why were they put there, ¥f the prayer of faith can
HEAL THE SICK then there must of necessity be a miracle performed; If we avo helped
by God to escape from our enemies-if the Lord fights on our side that we might be cucces:-
ful in our work of saving the lost_we mush believe that in the course of idm answering
owr prayers there must of necessily be miracles perforned, .

The 01d Testament is living proof of how God deals with His peopley The
miracles: the help. the vengence of God are all there for us to get lessons from,They
did not cease in the New Testancnt and while God does not talk and direct us today as
He did in tines past He is just as active in our lives, s and the angels as well, as in
times past, It is also apparent fron the seriptures that when God answered prayers He
used the natural means Imt tris does not do away nor exclude the fact that all prayers
cannot be answered by natural means. This is comnonly taught amongst us) These thoughts
as expressed on these pages relative to the subjects disecussed are fragmentary-as they
would of necessity have to be but they are basic, My point in all that has been said
In these pages 1s to bring to our minds that there is much to be taught.much to be
gainedomuch to be changed in our approach to God!s word,

This etter must come to an end and T guess this is it, -If you have been
patient enough to read this through you will understand what my motive has been, It
is clear to most thinking Christians—or should be. that we lack in many way<iind we
have departed from the "old pathst just as much as our libera) brethren have, They
don't see it and many of us don't see it There are many other things taught in the
Bible which are ignored and much thgt is taught wrong) our approach to the commanduents
of the New Testanent should be examined in the light of our teaching and practices,
One only has to partake of some of our classes to- sec the lack of seerching.the lack of
knowledge and the lack of worthwhile discussion,’ This stultifies the thinking process.
the inquiring mind is baffled when discussion is frowned upon and disputation practical-
ly forbiddeni We,in the congregation. wmmm in Spring Valley, have discussion,fum the
word has ffe course,disoutation is alloved-not disagreeable apguing(ve don't have tine
for that)and it is not uwnusual for most of our classes,except on first day of the week,
to last 2 hours and more, Ve don't stop because the clock reaches a certain time,but
when we have finished studying the seriptures AND ALL Have COME TNTO AN AGRERMENT, .
There is no learning without discussion, This attitude toward free discussion and dis-
putation in our classes has nullified our learning process, To disagree in a class is
essential with free thoughtluith learning and grovth, ircodamms The lack of this
has closed the door in nany cases to growth and the chiurch stagnates when learning
is stopped, Growth cannot be atltained without questions and answers and vhile questions
myy be asked it is not essential to always accept the answer and when this is so it is
quite necessary sometines to have disputation,

I have enclosed sole oxcerpts from newspapers which are revealing and ?;égﬁi
our departure perhaps more then all the vords in this letter, However,one of the reasons
for our lack of zeal Zour lack of conversions. our undllingness to spresd the gospel
in every state in the U ited Szhms States is apparent T think not only in our anticuated
preaching methods (and he lack of tines given for searciing the Bible and discussing

it) is the disinclination of our ninisters muboostmrms to go froif}place to anotheriinto
hard fields—uhere suffering a sacrifice would be ihe order of the day, We have congen-
trated on a few states. to almost the exclusion of most of the othors, Owe preachers
lie on beds of case{and the members also) end the word is nob taken out into %he higho
ways and tho byways. Today the members are not encouraged to take the wordito have
Bible classes in their hones- to be busy converting the lost., The preachers and the
elders are more or less resronsible for the lack of zeal and lack of interest in soul
saving of the nenbers, The reasons for this arve nany and sone of then have already bein

discussed in these pages.

The neverapor clip dng relative to the Baptist church enclosed Lherein is
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is self explanatory, If the Baptists have classes in the = mmer why cannot the church
have Bible classes both simmer and winterlmenth after month and year after year: In
Spring Valley(ILemon Gﬁe is adjacent to Spring Valley) we have eight Bible classes per
week-practiaally overy day of the week(nissing only Thursday and Satirday and having

2 and 3 classes on other days) for children and those will go on indefinitely in various
neighborhogds where different members of the church reside; These classes are taught with
one helpoer-engaging the time of two eubers 1o esch ¢1,88,which means that at Jeast

sixteen of our women are busy at the task of teaching children frou practically every
denominational church there isy T, ey have been very sucessful-one of the classes having

to be split because it was so large, Tpe congregation at Spring Valley has a membership

of about 36 to 8 members with about the same number of children, We have in this cor
gregation approximately 25 women BUT THEY ARE ALIL BUSY SPREADING THE WORD OF COD, We

have six Bijble classes a week attended by all our members< oOne day per woek wo spend

in knogking on doors and in the last two and a half years we have taken the word of

God ,inviting to classes and privat ely teaching,to thousands mmt of hones,’ Practically

every member of thecongregation with the excoption of about five have been baptized from

this work, Double that number have either fd len away or have moved away or gone to other
congregationd,’ Tye number baptized has never been counted but today you los¥ almost as-yw &
mtay faithful] The wrld is still enticing and like Demas some cannot resist its allurds

nent’!

'I‘hm'e.ge ¥eo only some of the work this congregation is doing, The reason for mentionk
ing it at all is to show that even tHe Baptists as well other sects have the will and the
zeal to spred their false doctrine and to take time out to busy themselves with the chill
deen of the lost-but I do not know of a Chrurch of Christ in this area(and there is about
30 of them) that is doing anything Like what even the denominabions have time o do's’ Qurs
+s not a swmmer project or a vacation ~so-called-Bible class but our classes w1l go on
as long as there xz areo those wh o are interested and zealous enough to give their time
to this profitable projects These childrens claases will go on after school beginds, A1T
that will be necessary is to chang e the time] o '

,This is the kind of work the church should be oncouraged to do and the wonen are
capablé-interested and love it; We have an slien sinner class also and most of our bap
tisimg come from this part of our wrky' We had eight non mewbers last weck and xkx five
Catholics were thiere, We have six mick Catholics attending this class but one was missing
last weekly The week prior we had eleven alien sinners abttending, This kind of work goes
on suumer and winter and has been for almost 30 years-whereever I hve atiended church?y
Ve dontt have "meelings" solcalled bacause they are nol necessary~ Ve attend about all
the meetings we can attend combined with the work ve are doing, 1st Thess,1:8 is exen-
plified T believe in our teaching program., Every preacher worth his salt ought to have,
at least six Bible classes going a week where he ls teaching the losty He should be ens
gaged in going to the small congregations and ercouraging and helping them to get started
and taking time out to sel them in order so that they too can become zealous spreading
ﬁﬂe vord ef-God and AN, THE MRIBERS busy teaching and preaching the word. Our personal
contact with non members is done by the women(perhaps 6 in all) and yet it is extremely
worthuhile and has resulted in nany many baptisms,

, The above 1s not boasting but to show that at least some of us are doing
the work God intended ) The preachers of the church today area far cry from what I have
written above! The work of the Lord languishes and the zeal of the members Ls spent on
their dally lives and in doing very little towards teaching the lost, but a lot of it on
worldly pursuits and it is no wonder that the church of Christ does nofgrow and that it
is divided and torn asunder by false teaching, When God's people are taught propetrly and
put to work doing the work of the Lord the church will go forward and converd by the
thousands, We have a great task before us and if we use our +ime o convert the lost we
wont have time fellowshipping thosge have long ago lost their mouls, THE “WORLD IS RIPE FOR
CONVERSTON NOW,’ )

The Catholics are in a state of flux-they are discouraged and frustrated by
the dissension in their owm religious boder and they are -eady to he tagghiﬂ‘ The negroe
people are torn asunder by all kinds of things but”what they really noed L8 Gode -
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“bhe world-all of itneeds God and WHAT IS THZ CHURCH OF CHRIST DOTHG AROUT TT? Not
just the preachers who have failed miserably in their responsibility in seeing to it
THAT ALL OF THE CHURCH IS WORKING AT THR JOB OF SAVING SOULS~ but every member of the
body of Christ should be a saver of souls, We know from our observation in ouwr little
world here.at Spring Valley that there is an upsurge of - intevest amongst ‘people today
in the Bible and they are ripe to be taught and converted. This rovived deslre: is -apw
parent not only amongst the adults but the children’ are a part-of this alsoy The con
dition of the world in the midst of 2 political and bechnological revolution - has and:

. .18 giving the church a. grest opportunity which it has not had for: years to caryry ‘the -
T woxd forth-everywhere and anyvhere Dto all kinds of people and childreni' -Let!s pray

+ and “then pray some more'that they don!t overlook this oppdritunity and fail in’ the job
of taking forth the word; T, e people are restless,-insecure, -afrald and -the church
*1s the answer to not only t6.all of this BUT TO‘AL_L'--THE .-th-OF THE ‘VORLD, '

... . Lebls arise and go forth as ninisters of firdZencouraging and sbimulating the church

- into the work which is so necessary to the 1ife and souls of the lost as well as to their
OWN EXTISTENCE, Leave the.big churches alone and go ivto the commnities where the_small .

_ -churches are’struggling along without much directién or zmeall Do a8 Paul did Ygo and’

.. 8ee how the churches are’getting along", And stimylate then into a revival of -interest
*"..in the souls of the losty . This will of dourse help them.to save their ow'y If the -
" preachers of the .church of Christ are awake spirituallylif they have a mind to work and

OONVERT and will devobte some of their time to putting the poeple of Qod into a frame

8fMhey had a mind to work" THE CHURGI OF CHRIST COULD HAVE ONE OF THE GREATEST Riv.

VIVALS OF THE CINTURY, AN EZRA, A NEHEMIAH AND OF NECESSITY AN BLIJAH(TO AVAKEN THE

PROPLE TO THETR SPIRTTUAL CONDITION) COULD MAKE.THTS GTNERATION-THIS. ERAVONE OF TIE

MOST ' GLORIOUS AND YDRTHWHILE IN ITS -EXISTENCE, . .But.where are the. men? On.wy horizon

€

they are not visible: bub I shall-pray and hope that the chwich.of Cyristothe gloriou

church of our Saviour is not entirely devoid of a Paul-a Nehemiah or an Ezral . -

. - Wenust become nilitantingt in fighting our brethren.over a losing cause butmilitmt
‘in spreading the gospaly' . Wo must AlI-the vhole churchigo forth preaching the word) The
EéHpkercye ‘domplacency, the smugness, the slothfulness; the satisfaction as we are’must
give pldce to disatisfaction, fire, zeal, and a great upheavel '-a revolution if you
plegse- a tumning away from that. which . hindered: and stopped the gospel from being taught
as it should be both within thé church and out of ity That which has ret arded our pro-
gress-that which has vestricted and obstructed our purpose in this life must be done

away withy' We must open our spiritual eyes-and look at our shorteonings and our sing

as well as our lack of zeal and begin teaching the New Testament and return to the pattern:
of"the gospel as laid down in God!'s word and GET THE CHURCH IN MOTION}' We have stagnated
we have lost the Holy Spiritiwe are inept and we are cohcerned too much with figures and
money and soft living and the world lies aromnd us hopeless,despairing) and lost’ The
preachers and the elders should be the motivating force in starting the church back into
the Wew Testanent way, We have been blind long enough, How MUCH LONGER WILJ, GOD TOLERATE
THIS CONDITION-~-HOW LONG WILL IT BE BEFORE HE TAKES THE CANDLESTICK OUT. The picture of
the church in the Revelation letter is a picture of the church today’” CAN VUE SER I/ If so
wo can we can get Xmto WORK “EVERYONEX doing that which God designed from the beginning
of Lime-CONVERTING O ULS | - o

Tphe glory of a life of a Christian is his works. These must include saving the
souls of the losty WE MUST BEGIN NOW AND IF WE "'ORK GOD WILL GIVE THE INCREASE, oOf
course if we continue to practice birth control in direct defiance of His will our effordt
will be hinderedy What if the people of God in Egypt had practiced birth control;God
blesses the womb but the members 6f His body have greatly frustrated His will and the
church has lost perhaps millions because of ity Well, -this is another subject but do our
ministers teach against this tragic thing? Lot!s take what few members we have.those Wi
are ready and waiting to get out and po to work,who have not as yet lost the Holy Spirit,
and who have a great desire to suffer and sacrifice to save the lost, and let US GET TO
WORK,' .

I'w'not a writer as well you can seey I have said what I have said and T'd hsd
30 years to study, think, mestomz meditate,observe, teach and work at trying to follow

the pattern in the New Testament} therefore my typing as well as my grammar and my writing
has suffered, Plese forgive the mistake and the overall wntidiness but read all of this

AT,
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tho world-all of Ltinoxls God and WHAT T8 THE CHURCII OF CHRIST DOING ABOUD I} How
Just tho preachors 1o have falled nlscrably in tholy rosponglbility in seeing to 1%
THAT ALY OF TIIN CHURCH IS WORKING AT THE JOB OF SAVING SOULS- bub ovory nanbor of tho
Lody of Chrlab showld o a saver of sowld) Wo kuow from our ohservabion In ouwr Jititlo
wrld horo ab Spring Vallaey that thore s an upsurge of lntorest auongsh peoplo tedoy
in the Bible ad thoy avo rips'to bo taught ond convorteds This rovived desire is ap=
parent not only onongst tho ndults Tmbt the cidldras ave a part of this also, The coile
dition of the world in tho nidst of a political and Leclmologleal revolubion has and
is giving the ehwech a grost oprortmity which it has not had for years %o cuery bhe

 woxd forth overyvhors ond myvhiore wio all Iinds of people md childean™ Letts pray

and then yray sone mova thal thay dontt overlook this oppdebunity and fail. in the job
of taking forth the werd, Tre people are rostlegs, Insocure, afrald and the chwech
19 the ansver to notb only . all of this DUT TO ALY, THE TLLS OF THE HORID.

Tobts geloe and go forth as ninlstorg of i‘irdffmcou_va{;ing end sbinulating the church
inte the work +hich is wo necescary Lo the 1fe and souls of the Jost ag woll as to their
OMIT RXTSTRNCE, Loavo tha big churches alono and go & to e conmmities vhore the. mall

~churehos ars struggling aloeng whthout much direcbion or zexly Do as Pavl did "o and

soa how the chuwchos arg gobbing along™, And shimilabo then Indo. & revival: of intorost

©dn tho sowks of bho Jookd Thie WLl of courso help them to save tholy oy TIf tho--
. preachorg of the church of Chrlgh are awoka. splrliuadlgelf they have o uind to work and
BONVERT and will devoto some of thely timo to pubting the pooplo of God into = fraue
LUiMhoy had a nind o work™ THE CHURGE OF . CHRTST COULD HAVE ONE OF THE GREATEST R

VIVALS OF THE CYNTURY, AN BZRA, A HEHSMIAT AUD OF NEGESSITY AN ELTSAH(TO AVAKEY THE
PYOPLE TO THFIR SPIRTTUAL COMDLTION) COULD MARE TIXS GEIRATTONSTHIS ERA-ONT OF 1IN
FOST CGLORIOUS AND ORUIMHILE T I0S EXISTINCE:  Bub whore oro tho net On iy horizon
vhay aro not visible< b I shall pray and hopo that tho chulch of Cyrlistethe glocious
church of our Saviour is not entirely devold of e Paul-a lichemiah or on Kardy - .

CWonmnust Docono nilitantong 4r fehting our broblran over a losing couse dnilitmt

i spreading the goshaly. Yo nush ALZ~the vhole churcli-po forbh preaching tho wids' :The

rougkarteye: conplacancy, tha FWNoSs, Bho. dlothfulnosg, the satlafacbion as we ave-nmust
glve place fio-disatlafaction, fire, zoal, and a preab uphoavdl “a revolubion L1£ you
plepss- a tuming mmy Ceon thot viich. hindored and_stoppod the gospdl from bLoing tm:q};t
as it should be bobh within the dnweh and out of 3ty Thab vhich has reb arded our PO
gresa-that which has rostrictol and obsbiucted our purpose in thia 2ife must ho done

avry AN Wo must openm our apivitual, oyog-md look at our shorteonings and owr sing .
o8 il as oue lack of meal and Dopgin toaching the New Testanant and votwrn %o the patbom
of tho goopal. as loid down in God!s word ond GEP TUE CHURCH TH MOPION: ¥o have stamated
w0 have lost tho Holy Splrltiue aro Ineopt and wo are concerned too mach with flpuros ond
noney and eoft living md the wrld liles arowd us hopoloss,despairing, and loshy The
proachers and thd alders shewld be $ho motivating forco in starting the church bock into
tho o Tostanent wyy Wo havo becn Wlind Tong enoughy  How KUCH LOWGER WILL COD TOLERATE
TS CONNITTION--HOW TONG “IIY, TP BE BEFORE HE TAKRS THE CAMDLESTICK OUTs Tho picbure of
the clwrch In the Rovdlabion Jottor la,a pleburo of tho chuvrch todayy CAN VI SEE Ir/ If se
ve con yo em pgob Srbo  WORK “EVEIVONE- dolng bhat wd.ch Cod designed Dron the Loginndng
of LIno-CONVERTING £ UT.S4'

The glovy of a 1ifo of a Christion is his works, Those mush jncludo saving tho
couls of the losty WE MUST BECIN NOW AND IF Wi “'ORK GOD VILL GIVE THS THCRDASE, 0
covrse 1L we contlnuo to prastlce hirth contwol dn divech dofianco of His wlll our offorks
w11 o hinderody! What if the people of God In Eeypl had practlcad Lirth conbrolsGod
Llogsos the wonb ik the noibars §€ Hys body have greatly frustratod His will ond the
cimreh bag logt perlinps nillions bocoiso of 130 Wall, thls is ancther subjoch Ime do our
ninlstors toach against this trogic ting? Lobfs take what Low nebars wo have, those wh»
aro roady od waiting to pob oub and go to work,who have nobt as yob logt the Hel- =~
and vhio have a grogt dosive to suffor md sieriflce to savo tho logt, and 1

ORKS

) Iin not o welbor as uweldl you can goo, I havo sald uhat I have oald
20 yoars to sbwly, think, myli: noditate,obsarvo, tench and voxk ab trying
che pabtorn in the Now Tosbanaabs therefore ny typig ag woll as ny gromaoy a
hng mifferady Plose forrive tho nisbako ond the ovevrndl wbidiness bub read a
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and we can only hope and pray that it may do soue good, The DBrothers Puckett,Houer )
Halley's and othérs who were with you on that 1ittle jawt into.enemy territory would
~do well also‘tofreé?this';" Bubt to read it and not to understand my motive in weitihng
1t wmould dndeed Iy be unprofitable, I haven'y taken time out of my busy 1ife to.wiite
this because T wanted Lo appear gs one who has.all bhe answers to everything(although if
we seek in Godss word-we can have them all) or as prosunptious, bub because T am greatly
disburbed and troubled by the condition of the clurch and its lack of progress and.its
lack of knovledge and wisdomy' This was brought to, a head~and all.the. church: is aware,
I mean those.who are spiritually alert, and are not yeot blinded, by the meeting at
Arlingtons My prayer is that all those who participated in it (this does.not include
- those who have ajmost wrecked the body o,f_cggrist“ and have long ago Lost the Holy .Spirit)
- "may open their eyes to their sin-rectify it-and then make up their ninds to quit their
Jobsw~get up from their beds of ease, and GET TO WORK, rebuilding the minmks the church
2along the lines of the pattern and PUTTING THE PEOPLE TO.WORK.' This preat job will take
‘men =splritually alive, alive with falth and zeal and fWll of hope 'and of the Holy .Spirvit,
willing to suffer and sacrifice’ and above all’ things TO WORK]* our inlssion”on’ this® earth

must -be fulfilled in our works and our works. mus't"_,con'si‘gb'_'ofjéay?;né. ﬁh'e’.’lost.f.’f"__, ST,

~ . ‘May God help us all in the great task which is set bofore us) ™ May you as well
as the others who I hope will read this letter, be.encouraged to‘stimulate the people..
of God and to-teach and preach the kind of gospel which s according to New Testament -
teaching} change our ways, owr teaching and preaching and go back to the "old paths" ..

£fom which-we have depprted; The departure is exempldfied .in’ our lack .of ¢onversions :

and the condition of the world -+~ - N

-

S ITU0 T T you should care to ‘answer ‘ch:i;js'-lét"bv_ef I jt-}ouidf”ébpféciatg"i‘i;‘ffiffnb‘t at least

¢:I'm.sure there are many thingd in it uhich could be of benefit ‘in -some iaydiad ckmcdy
Tt.is designed to and the notive tbehind 3% wasTto make those who read i’tf..THj]\‘]{[’.r Tl
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